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Lockhart General Merchandise Store (P-36-006558)

" The Resource owner is:
Mojave Solar - Abengoa Energy

The local government with land-use authority is:
The California Energy Commission

The Statement of Significance:

The Lockhart Ranch was the largest vertically-integrated industry of the Mojave River Basin in
the mid 20" Century; integrating alfalfa farming, cattle production, hog and chicken production,
processed feed production, and beef marketing. The Lockhart General Merchandise Store is the
last remaining structure that represents that Ranch and its importance to the history of the
Barstow area.
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The application for nomination of the Lockhart Store for the California Historical Registry has
been submitted previously, based on incomplete and inaccurate information. In the DPR 523
document submitted in November, 2009, the owner, Mr. L. M. Lockhart, was identified as
“Lester” Lockhart, rather than Leslie Marion Lockhart, former owner and past president of the
Rio Grande Oil Company. Nowhere in the subsequent research, by Cultural Resource Examiner -
for the California Energy Commission, is the Barstow Printer-Review newspaper referenced.
Since this was the local newspaper of the period, numerous references to the importance of this
Ranch to the farming and cattle industries were thus overlooked.

A review of the history of Rio Grande Oil would reveal the extent to which this California based
pioneering oil company established Long Beach and Santa Barbara marine terminals and a
vertically integrated production and marketing entity of enormous proportion. The geological
data alone, under the name L.M. Lockhart, is testimony to the first hand exploration record of
this man and the company he represented. The only remaining Rio Grande Gas Station was built
in 1929 and is in Goleta, California. He and his brothers made millions in oil discoveries and
held enormous land holdings throughout California, Texas, Arizona, New Mexico, and
Louisiana. There is a park in Deming Springs, Louisiana, named “L.M. Lockhart Park” that
acknowledges his importance there. Also, Mr. Lockhart was the occupant and owner of the
Getty House for thirty years before Mr. Getty bought the house and donated it as the official
Mayor of Los Angeles Residence.

He and his brothers were farmers and ranchers, owning for example, a 500 acre citrus ranch in
Pasadena, California. Brother Lynn Lockhart had his ranch in Springerville, Arizona, and raised
breeding and range cattle for the Lockhart Ranch in Barstow, which was a finishing and fattening
operation. A rail siding was built near Hinkley for Lockhart to load and off-load cattle going to
and from the ranch. The capacity of the Ranch was 4,000 head of cattle at any one time. They
were marketed mainly in Los Angeles, although some were sent to Chicago as well. The prime
beef was also sold in Lockhart, California, in this very store, and was even sold to residents in a
bulk food plan in cooperation with Amana Freezers under a low cost financing and payment
plan.

Previous examiners have mistakenly observed that the Howard Hughes Air Field on the ranch
was to provide transportation to the area, as though it were a commercial airport. In fact, it was a
secret airfield used by the US Army and Northrop to develop experimental aircraft such as the
MX-324 flying wing aircraft. The flight of this aircraft on July 5, 1944, on Harper Lake was the
first of the so-called X-planes that were developed during World War 11 and thereafter.

There are several documents that must be referenced to begin to understand the importance of
this building to the Mojave Valley Region. They are included here as attachments.

#1: A 1920 article on the Rio Grande Oil Company (shown as page 97) which details the extent
of Mr. L.M. Lockhart’s integral management of the Rio Grande Oil Company.

#2: The January 11, 1951, edition of the Barstow Printer Review newspaper, headlined "Beef
Factory Takes Root in Desert". This article describes the extent of the Lockhart Ranch and the
influence on the Barstow Area.
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#3: Graphic images of a Rio Grande Oil Company Station in 1929, 1938, 1942, and the current
canopy of the Lockhart Store. The classic designs of gas stations of that period are of enormous
importance to everyday California people, the Route 66 culture, and their love affair with the
automobile.

#4: A 1925 Architectural Digest article describing L. N. Lockhart's Los Angeles home, which
became The Getty House and the official home of the Mayor of Los Angeles.

#5. A California Electric Power Company advertisement from the 1950s using the Lockhart
Ranch as an example of power usage.

#6: A 1930 advertisement for Rio Grande Gasoline.

#7: A 1952 advertisement for Lockhart Ranch beef and Amana freezers.

#8: A 1954 Barstow Printer Review article about raising cattle at the Lockhart Ranch.

#9: A 1955 Barstow Printer Review article about shipping Lockhart cattle to Chicago.

#10: A 1955 Barstow Printer Review article about Lockhart Ranch being a modern pioneer.
#11: Three 1950s articles from the Barstow Printer Review concerning the Ranch.

#12: A 1952 Barstow Printer Review article concerning the Lockhart's divorce.

The building in question currently has integrity, includes three levels, potentially 21,000 square
feet of interior space, a truck loading bay, a freight elevator and a fueling canopy that can still
serve its original intended purpose as part of the proposed solar plant. '

We hereby request your assistance to perfect the application documents and correct the errors
and oversights made by previous examiners.

Sincerely,

Posed F Zuplbun
Robert Hilburn,
President
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PAGE NINETY-SIX _

Tularosa basins.

'RIO GRANDE OIL COMPANY INCKEASES CAPITALIZATION $730,000 IN FOUR YEARS’ TIME

Begmnmg with wholesale plant, L. E. Lockhart develops an El Paso refinery mth capaclty of 2,000 bar-
rels a day; keepsZODtankcarsmcontmuousserwce, and supplies plant from their own oil wells at
Desdemona—with prospects of other wells in Homer field—Louisiana

fl_e!d—-and the Hueco and

Wholesale Distibution Plant—Rio Grande Oil Company e

RGANIZED . by

L. E. Lockhart
in 1816, with a capital
of $20,000.80, the Rio
Grande Oil Company,
wow a $750,000 con-
cern, opened for busi-
ness in El Paso at the
coraer of South Kan-
sas and Scventh
Streets, 2s wholesale
ail 'dealers.

At that time, oil
companies were being
established every-
Manager and. Secretars where. Gasoliae, just

beginning to be con-

sumed at a rapidly i increasing rate, due to the

. growing popularity of antomobiles, was selling,
. in some places, as low as nine cents per gal-

. lon. By the summer of 1916, the rate of con-
_sumption was so large that refincries throagh-
.- eut the cointry found themselves unable to

% - supply the demand for gasoline and kerosene,

.- doe to their lack of facilitics and to the lack
of crude vil, of which there was a m:u'kcd
. shortag:. )

Prices increased by leaps and hounds and at

the time the Rio Grande Oil Company began’

__opurations, gasoline was retailing at 19c per
. gallon,~a price which seemed out of all rea-
son, as compared with the prevailing price a
few months previous. Refineries were, in a
sweep, swamped with orders, which they could
not.iill. The small dealer conld secure no sup-
- plies with which to cirry on his business.

Soon it was a ‘case of begging for an occa-
sional car of that magic fluid called gasoline.
Naturally,r mary small conccrns failed. Lit-
- erally hanging on by its teeth, the Rio Grande
" company pulled throogh these trying times

and managed to secure sufficient quantities of

keroscne and gasoline to enable it to avert a
~ complete failure of its business.

. For months 1. E. Lockkart, a pioneer in
the ol game, bewailed his refinery friends in

pacity oi tbc refinery to

Texas and Oklalmma ior .supplies, and it was

only by their friendship that he was ever able .

to securc shipment of a single- car of either
gasoline or kerosene. It seemed mighty hard,
says Mr. Lockhart, to decline orders that,
could he have filled them, wounld have put his

company on its feet sufficicatly to sec the:

thing thkrough from week to week without so
much “suffering”™ as he terms it. By being his

own manager, his own bookkeeper, his own:

stenographer, and, at times, his own ware-
houséman, and by cxercising every known
means of cconomy, he pulled his company
through the crisis and in time succeeded in
convincing his refinery friends that it would
pay them to sell the Rio Grande Oil Company

“all the supplies it needed.

“What was the argument?” Mr. Lockhart
was asked. “Simply this: that time would
come when the refieeries wonld need an- ontlet
for their production.” Crude oil production
was being cencouraged cvczywhere and Mr.

Lockn_art thought, with many others, that in’

due time the demand produced by the thous-
ands of automobiles that' were- coming into
use, wonld be amply taken care of by the in-
creased production of crude oil in all ficlds.
Mr. Refiner listened and corsented to scll his
wares, demanding, however, cash_in advance
of all shipments made,

By the summer of 1917, conditions became
‘more stable in the oil business and the Rio

Grande Oil Company early in 1918 found it
necessary to imcreasc its capitalization to
$100,000.00. With the closing of the war, came
the great oil development in North Cential
Texas and other parts of the sonmthwest and

conditions appeared favorable for the build-

ing of 2 refinery in Fl Pasc. Accordingly, the
capital stock of the Rio Grande company was
increased to $200,000.00 for the above purpose
and a refinery was built, with an initial capac-
ity of 1,000 barrels per day. The refinery was
a success from the very beginning and business
beg n to increase almost unbelievably.

slarge did it grow, indeed, that in Octo-
of 1919, it was decided to increase the ca-
2,000 barrels daily.
Additional tank cars were secured and todav

-company,

- ‘as and Lovisiana and

the company has 200
of - them im service.
(,onslnu:hcn of the
new -anit has been in
progress for two
moaths and already
its storagc capacity §s -
over one and one half
million gallons. The
realizing
the” necessity of de-
veloping its own '
souree of crude oil, .
sccured leases in- the
proven ficlds of Tex-- .

now has its oten pro- . Sales DManager )
ducuon. a large well having been brought in
at Desdemona Satarday, Jan. 10th. Another
of its wells was spudd:d in Jan uth. in the
Homer fi eld and other dcmcks are bemg erec-
ted to dnll ‘in both the Texas and Lomsxana_
ficlds. :

- The Desdemcna holdmgs lm:l fiir to produce

"even more crude oil than the prescnt capacrty
of the El Pa.o plint can accomodate and lt s .

expected that a fifrther increase in lts capacity _
will follow soon. )

LM Lockhart. sccmtary cs that lns
company believes strongly in“the Tufaresa’

and Hueco ‘basins and that recently. he leased
four' sections_in-the former - basm. adjognmg .

" the well that is being drilled there now,

El. Pasoans are well acqnamtzd with the
praducts this refinery is turning out, aad- Mr.
Lockhart advises that sales’ on their famons -
“Speedway” motor oils, gasoline and greases
are most satisfying. The company maintains

* branches at Las Cruces, Deming and ‘Colum-

bus and bas many comnections throughout.

_-New Mexico and Arizona wbete their pro-

ducts are shipped.

"The Rio Grande Oil Company is stnctly a
homic industry, all its sto:kholders be-ng El
Pasoans. n
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(From Page 2)°
proximalely the same area as
1000 koard ‘fcet of lumber \which
cugls 5102, Funther. cconomy s
that metal will last almost indef-
inftely w lumber hax to he
replaced about every three years

Mr. Lockhart, wWhile many
times a millionaire, has a policy
of making cver'yone of his in-
vestments ‘pay: . He docs .this by-
buying:-the best brains i the buf.-

wood ix the consulting: cnglncer

lon water problems:. Development

of witér has nol bebn gucsswork
bul has buen seientificatly proven
by teity and chiicts. - Norman A.
Rolhcnbor-.:. velerinarian, keeps
a sharp eyve peeled rnr any. ani-
mal — steer, og ur- poullr)
that logks uncontented - and,lo
take proper rcmedies.  Albert
Webb is the ennsulting engineer
on sail, levelhig, dralnage and
construriion problems. .
—ALKALI WASHED OUT—
Undér modern methods alkalf
is washed out of soll as casily as
the housewife washes dirt out of
her clothes. * After the land is
leveled and drainage’ plpes. in-
stalled, the Jand is flooded. Alka~
H heing soluble flows through (he
tand Intto the underground plpes
and inte Harper Lalke. Cost of de-
velopment runs sume $8T.50 por
acre. The land is curiched not
only by sicer manure hut alse by
chicken' fertilizer. ‘The Lockhart
ranch has for free been cleaning
out poullly ranches. and. replin-
ishing the runways with fresh
sand, in exchange for the featil-
v, They Inelievé it sl ‘busi-

iness. Walter, Goertz, ol‘ ilolly- '




at the Leckhart ranch are being
carcfully eyed by members of the
Hinkiey-Harper Lake 4-H club

Hinkley-Harper

Hinkley-Harper Lake 3-H dub
when the boys cna girls journey-
M to the Lockhart ranch on a
recent  Saturday to solect steerw
for their yvearly 4-F profects.
In these steers each’ hopes to
produce a grand champimm to be
named elther at the Orange
County or San Bernardine county
falys .o

3Ir. Don Hawking, manager of
khart jected a herd

CHAME BTOCK — Theso Feersiin preparation flor

It. was roundup tirce for the. .

-{Moore, Limta Corrington of the

zalcction far
4-H projects. Leans for purchases
wiere madz by the B8ank aof
America, Each kid hop=y to pick

Lake 44 Mamber

Catile sclecifon by the boys
and girls waa deteamined by |1
drawing numbers from a hat

- Thore recoiving steers wore:
Arfene Kinp, Janice King, Murie)

Qro’ Grande 4-H, Ted Merpan,
Roger Hartwiek. Carl Speth, John
Speth, Jimmie MeAdams, lLeo
Speth. Barney Hill, and Jerry
Hubbant

Knowledme of cattle was ex-
hib by the boys and gisls by

( fine seers for the boys and
Tl tn choose from. The steers
tad " ‘enmé ' from the Arfzona

Tep

proce:zs¢d at Lockhart In prepar-
tion lor their new onwners
Hanping In welght from’ :wo w0
over 30D pounds, they were pur-
chised by the kids at market
ices.

sttured by many of the boys and
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I
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Barnsdall - Rio Grande Station, Goleta, CA The last remaining Rio Grande Rio Grande Station 1938
Station in California 1929

RIO GRANDE

Rio Grande Station Rendering, From Road Map of California 1942 Lockhart General Store and Gas Station 1951, Canopy as it remains today
2010



Residence of Mr. and Mrs, L. M. Lockhart, Los Angeles. © John C. Brasfield, 1923.

QOur Golden Anniversary

= Reflections on the Past &

Remember humming the tunes Avalon and
Whispering; reading about Sacco and Vanzetti;
seeing The Kid with Chaplin and Coogan? As
you fanned away the August heat, did you and
the men folk ponder America’s survival under
the new Ninecteenth Amendment? Some will re-
call these scenes of the Twenties. For John Bras-
field, 1920 was a turning point in his life. This
was the year he founded Architectural Digest.

At the turn of the century, he was already
established with a successful career in the East.
However, with a sudden inspiration, he changed
his life and uprooted his family to Los Angeles
at the age of 40. Tt was during several West Coast vacations
that curiosity grew to excitement as California ured and chal-
fenged his instincts. To Mr. Brasfield, the exceptional op-
portunity, climate and a casual way of life were irresistible.

Mr. Brasfield's particular inspiration centered on this phe-
nomenal mode of living. It was obvious to him that America
was curious about the West Coast, not only commercially but
because of the romantic fables of a golden California — and.
of course, Hollywood. He was not alone. Many Eastern fam-
ilies were similarly tempted, and the building of new vacation
homes and estates began announcing their arrival. This migra-
tion became prolific and, in turn, presented California’s fledg-
ling architects with rare opportunity. These men — Bakewell
& Brown, Coate, Curlett & Beelman. Johnson, Kaufman.
Martin, Nefl, Plummer, Polk, Williams ¢
sponded with vitality and imaginztion. producins 2 iz

which would grow 1o naiionz siz

(2 A e Fauy y
10 name 2 j&w

Cover, circa 1923

builders and retailers. of course, wantsd

for a publication.

a determined and singular devotion o A

tural Digest — mellowed by a gentlem:

emn charm and wit — did he succeed

Now in 1970, the scene has changed, Suficraze ¢
is a cause celebre, and the fact that fifty years have

ey N

before a real reaction occurred is significant and som

disillusioning. During these fifty years, anxietics &

fied; demands for commitment are more consurm
growing fear of our problem’s totality is confusin:

tions seem purposefully complicated. Yes. the
Seventies appears overwhelming. Howeser. w2

an encouraging emergence of a modern rsnsie. o

grammed by genius. We take the
veniences for granted. whict

development publicized. Therein lay the nuzi:.

Success was immediate. Mr. Brasfiell =
lated California's architectural activity
handsome pictorial. He joined the fore—
vocates of the California life style —~2: o= -
venture in a world resisting change. H: -
ing tenacity was rooted in fierce prZz -
always wore his character in styic. Ozl -



The Getty House, Official Residence L.M. Lockhart Frieze Caracature in the Game Room
of the Mayor of Los Angeles

L.M. Lockhart Playing Tennis Getty House Game Room Frieze surrounds the room

near the ceiling with twelve caracatures of Mr. Lockhart
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ARSTOW PRINTER-REVIEW, Barstow, Cahf. — Peb. 14, 1952—3,

’Wife Sues Hinkley Ranch Owner{
For $10,00C A icrith Support ’
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