
Kern River Cogeneration Company I Box 80478, Bakers 

Neil E.  Burgess, Executive Director 

Sent Via Federal Express On: 

September 6,2007 

Mr. Christopher Meyer 
Compliance Project Manager 
Siting and Environmental Division 
California Energy Commission 

1516 Ninth Street 

Sacramento, CA 95814-55:L2 

Re: 	 Kern River Cogeneration Company (82-AFC-2) 

Petition for Insignificant Air Qualitv Amendment 


Dear Mr. Meyer: 

This petition is being submitted to allow KRCC to add additional DLNl+ equipment 
in KRCC Units 2 and 4 and to replace the existing dry low NOx combustors in 
KRCC Units 1 and 3 with DLNl+ combustors. KRCC has applied for SJVAPCD 
Authority to Construct for these modifications and expects SJVAPCD approval in 
early September 2007. The Compliance Project Manager previously received a copy 
of the SJVAPCD application and the EPA notification of PSD non-applicability. For 
this reason copies of these documents are not included with this petition. The CEC 
is on the distribution list for the final SJVAPCD permit. 

The petition does not require the addition, elimination or modification of any 
conditions of certification. Furthermore, the proposed change poses no potential for 
adverse environmental impacts. Under these circumstances, pursuant to Section 
1769 (a) (2), CEC Staff have the authority to approve the proposed change without 
full CEC approval providing a 14-day notice is provided to the docket, each 
commissioner and any party on the post-certification mailing list. 

If you have any questions, please contact Daniel Beck at  (661) 615-4660 or David 
Stein of CH2M HILL at  (510) 587-7787. 

DLB: klz 

Attachment 
xc: 	 D. Stein, CH2M HILL - (wlattachment) 



1.0 OVERVIEW 
Kern River Cogeneration Company (KRCC) received original approval (82-AFC-2) in 
September 1983 from the California Energy Commission (CEC) for a 300 megawatt (MW) 
cogeneration plant in Kern County, California. The facility consists of four (4) 75 MW 
(nominal) natural-gas fired General Electric Frame 7EA combustion turbines equipped 
with dry Low NOx (DLN) combustors, four (4) unfired heat recovery steam generators 
(HRSGs), each capable of generating up to 450,000 pounds per hour (lb/hr) of steam for 
delivery to the adjacent oilfield operator for use in enhanced oil recovery and ancillary 
equipment. KRCC is owned jointly by Chevron and Edison Mission Energy. A post- 
certification petition for the operation of two of the four combustion turbines (Units 3 and 
4) in simple cycle mode and removal of a requirement to meet explicit cogeneration 
efficiency criteria was approved by the CEC on April 7,2004. A post-certification petition 
to extend flexibility for Units 1 and 2 to also operate in either simple cycle or cogeneration 
mode was approved as an insigruficant change on January 20,2006. An additional post- 
certification petition to replace the existing dry low NOx combustors in KRCC Units 2 
and 4 with General Electric (GE) enhanced dry low NOx (DLNl+) combustors was 
approved as an insigruficant change on July 24,2006. 

This petition is being submitted to allow KRCC to add additional DLNl+ equipment in 
KRCC Units 2 and 4 and to replace the existing dry low NOx combustors in KRCC Units 
1 and 3 with DLN1+ combustors. KRCC has applied for SJVAPCD Authority to Construct 
for these modifications and expects SJVAPCD approval in early September 2007. The 
Compliance Project Manager previously received a copy of the SJVAPCD application and 
the EPA notification of PSD non-applicability. For this reason copies of these documents 
are not included with this petition. The CEC is on the distribution list for the final 
SJVAPCD permit. 

KRCC and GE expect that the DLN1+ combustors will allow KRCC to achieve compliance 
with the SJVAPCD Rule 4703 retrofit requirement of 3 ppm NOx at 15% 0 2  by the 
compliance date of April 30,2008. The petition does not require the addition, elimination 
or modification of any conditions of certification. Furthermore, the proposed change 
poses no potential for adverse environmental impacts. 

This petition for a post-certification amendment is being submitted under the provisions 
of Section 1769 of Title 20, California Administrative Code (CEC Rules of Practice and 
Procedure and Power Plant Site Certification Regulations) to seek a minor modification to the 
air quality conditions of certification. Because the proposed amendment does not require 
a change to any conditions of certification, pursuant to Section 1769 (a) (2), CEC Staff have 
the authority to approve the proposed change without full CEC approval, providing that 
a 14-day notice is made to the docket, each commissioner, and any party on the post- 
certification mailing list. The petition is organized to address the informational 
requirements of Section 1769 in the order they appear in the section. The requirement 
appears in bold italics followed by a narrative response. 

SEPTEMBER 2007 KRCC (82-AFC-2) DLNI+ AMENDMENT 








