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United States Department of the Interior

__US.GEOLOGICALSURVEY
Pacific Southwest Area Regional Executive TAKE PRIDE’

3020 State University Drive East "NAMERICA \

’ Modoc Hall, Suite 3005
Sacramento, California 95819-2632

Office 916-278-9551, Fax 916-278-9546

DOCKET

| 79-AFC-2C
Angelique Juarez-Garcia
Compliance Project Manager DATE  FEB 01 2010 |
Siting, Transmission and Environmental Protectlon D1v151on RECD. FEB 042010
California Energy Commission —_—
1516 Ninth Street, MS-2000
Sacramento, CA 95814

February 1, 2010

Dear Ms. Juarez-Garcia,

Thank you for contacting the United States Geological Survey (USGS) regarding the attached
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) dated November 16, 1978, between the California
Energy Commission (CEC) and USGS, concerning oversight of the NCPA-2 Geothermal Power
Plant.

The USGS no longer oversees or manages federal land or resources, and, therefore, the NCPA-2
Geothermal Power Plant that is the subject of the MOU. Consequently, we request that the MOU
between our two organizations be terminated effective February 1, 2010.

In addition, we request that the CEC Final Decision for the NCPA-2 Power Plant be amended to
remove the USGS as the primary compliance agency.

Respectﬁilly,

Michael V. Shulters _
Regional Executive, Pacific Southwest Area

cc: ,
Anne Kinsinger
Suzette Kimball
Linda Gundersen
Brenda Pierce



LL.ToR o JaDRRETANDING BRTWREN CEC Ao USut
wIur RESPECT TO POST-LICENSING DUTIRS AND
RES:ONSIBILITTES FOR THE HCPA GEOTLZRMAL PROJECT NO.

noverier 16, 1978, the California Znergy Ceommiszsion (CECH,
hglcec States Geologlc Survey (USGS), 2ureau oI Land Manace-
ment (3LM), z2nd Denzriment cof Znsroy (DOU) unlzrionos a :
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Colrperative eIZIort to compile the environientili Lwluls cxzion
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necessary to comply with the National Environmental Pclicy Act

{WLPA) and the Califcrnia Envirconmental Quality aAct (CEQA) and

L0 issue necessary permits, licenses, ana loan cusrantees Zor
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The purpose of this agreement is tc set Icrth <he cutie
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and responsibilities ¢of the CEC and the USGS fcllowing the

issuance of licenses and approvals for the NCPA Gecthermal

orolect 4o, 2. This agreement alsc inclucdes srovisic
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tne project 1s constructed and operated pursuant to the terms
anéd ccnditions of certification and licenses, and in compliance
ws, standards, ant ordinancss. Thase oTrovi
o this agreement as Appendix 2.

IT. CENERAL PROVISIOXNS

A. The CEC recognizes that the proposed project is
located on federally-owned lands and will utilize geothermal

resources owned by the United States and managed by the USGS
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pursuant to the G’ hermal Steam Act of 197uv (P.L. ﬂl—Sn});
Accordingly, the CEC acknowla2dges that the ultimate decision- 1
making authority for all issues certaining to the design,
censtruction, and operation of the preoposed facility which may
arise pursuant to‘the implementation and execution of this

agreement resides with the BLM and the USGS.
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5. The USGS recognizes that the propo
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of the State in making post-certification decisions pursuant

to this agreement, and shall give great weight to the comments
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and reccmmendations of the CEC with respect to such d=2
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C. Tne USGS ana tne C:C agree that ths Worth:
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Countv Ailr Polluticn Control District shall have zli

cvead ,

ARB~-CEC Joint Policy Statement of Compliance with air Quality

rights, duties, and rasponsikbiliciss specified in zhe "4
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Laws by New Power Plants" executed by the CEC and the California
Alr Resources Eoard on Jarnuary 23, 1979, to the extent the
Statement 1s consistent witn applicable federal laws. A copy

cf the acreement is attached hereto as Appsendix C.

D. The USGS shall insure compliance with applicable local
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standzrds in conducting 1:s post-c¢ &n
responsibilities in all technical areas in which the CEC is .
secondarily involved.

)

¥, Tnhe CEC mayv recommend tne use of state or lccal agenct
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in performing one or more monitoring functions as outlined in
Appendix B. If the USGS does not utilize such an agency as ‘-,

recommended, it shall provide for such mitigation functions.
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F. Tne USGS and the CEC agree that the terms of this
agreement supersede any differing or inconsistent terms which
may appear in Appendix B and that the provisions of Appendix
B shall be implemented consistently with the terms of this
agreement.

G. Decisions of the Area Geothermal Supervisor may Dbe
aépealed under the grovisions of 30 CFR Part 250.

H. The USGS;agrees to maintain possessicn of 211 proprie
tzry information %hi:h may be submiztzd by the LZvlicanax

pursuant to the provisdions of Appendix B. The CEC may review

such proprietary information at the offices of the USGS.

ITI. PRIMARY CEC INVOLVEHENT

Subseguent to CEC certification of the NCPA Ceothermal
Project No. 2, the Commission shall be primarily involved in
the review of final seismic design criteria, structural design
criteria for critical structures and components, conceptual
and final design of air pollution control ecuiczment, and in
the evaluation and selection of mitigation measures for
significant adverse c¢eologic concditicns encountered during
site preparation.
£
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Primar:y CEC irvclvement shall be carxie

(1) All required design drawings, reports, analyses,
and similar documents shall be submitted bv the Applicant
ccncurrently to the USGS and the CEC.

(2) The USGS shall not approve the design criteria,

designs, mitigation measures for the power plant and related
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critical structures and compcnents unctil it has expressly
solicited the advice and recommendations of the CEC. If the
decision of the USGS does not adopt the recommendations of
the CEC, tne USGS snall provide written explanation of its
reasons for not adopting such recommendations.

As usad in this agreement, critical structures include

the turbine generator building, the cooling tower structure,
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urbine generaccr structure, and the switchvard scructure.
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cal cecmoonents incluis: cthe turk
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condensor, the gas removal equipment, the overhead bridge crane,

the main transformers, the H,S abatement facility, the circu-

etling wazer pumps, and the switchyard agui:
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{3) The USGS shall not approve mitigation measures for
significant adverse cgeologic concitions until it has solicited
the advice and recommendations of the C=C.

As used in this agreement, a significant adverse geolcgic
condition is a condition which requires an alteration of the

proiject's cesign concept and the prepar
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calculations.

IV, SECOQNDARY CEC INVOLVZMENT

A. The CEC sheall be secondarily inveived in the execution

1o U o

0.
}o

ie

(D

Fh

and evaluation of all mitigation measures spec:
Final Joint Environmental Study. The Commission's secondarv
invelvement shall be carried out as follows:

(1) All reguired Plans éf Operation, Applications
for Permits, reports, designs, and similar docuﬁents shall be
submitted by the Applicant to the USGS. The USGS snall immedi-
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ately forward copi:s of such documents to the CEC for its
review and recumnendations within the time frame establiched
by the Supervisor, USGS.

(2) The CEC may submit advice and reccrunendations
for consideration by USGS.
¥, With respect to the mitigation measures svecified
in '=he Firal JES; anéd unless the subject matter is coverad

nce with 3G C
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shall require the Applicant to prepare for USGS approval a
detailed Plan of Utilization describing the manner in which
eacn mitigation measure will be implemented;

(2) Tne USGS snhall reguire thne Applicant to sukcmit

Anrnual Reports of Compliance under 3C CFR 270.7¢;

(3) The USGS Construction Permit shali iIncluce provi-

sions for CEC inspection of the site and related facilities.

Cated:
DaVID K. BICKMORE
Acting Area Ceothermal Supervisor
United States Geologic Survey
Datec:

RUSSELL L. SCHWEICKART
Chairman
California Energy Commisslic:n
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