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COMMENTS ON STAFF ANALYSIS OF PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS TO GENESIS 
SOLAR ENERGY PROJECT (09-AFC-8C) DATED JUNE 29, 2012 BY 

 INTERVENOR CENTER FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY  

In our review of the CEC staff’s analysis of the proposed modification to the Genesis 

Solar Energy Project (09-AFC-8), we generally support efforts to reduce the impacts to the 

environment by modifying the transmission and gas pipeline to a more direct route.  However 

several issues have not been adequately addressed with regards to the proposed modifications 

and their impacts, as addressed below: 

1) We fully support the requirement for an American Badger and Desert Kit Fox 

Mitigation and Monitoring Plan.  We also support the measures proposed to be included in the 

Plan.  However, the data presented does not show any effort to avoid the impact to these species 

from the proposed modifications through the re-siting effort.  In addition, the proposed measures 

fall short in requiring monitoring of the effects of the “hazing” activities on these species.  The 

previous data collected from the radio-tracking collared desert kit foxes on the Genesis project 

site allowed for identification of movement and subsequent mortality of these particular foxes.  

These types of data are critical in evaluating the ultimate success of “passive relocation”.  

Therefore, the Mitigation and Monitoring Plan needs to include acquiring permits to radio-collar 

impacted kit fox and badger and requiring monitoring of these species to identify the outcomes 

of the “passive relocations”.  Particularly in the case of desert kit foxes, which have already 

sustained high mortality in the project area, monitoring is requisite. 

2) The staff analysis of the impacts to the Mojave fringe-toed lizard is unclear regarding 

the comparison between the original permitted impact to the Mojave fringe-toed lizard and the 

proposed modifications.  Clearly Mojave fringe-toed lizards will be affected by the proposed 

modifications (Staff Analysis at Biological Resources page 2 and 3), but it is unclear how much 

habitat or how many lizards will be affected.  These clarification need to incorporated, so that the 

decision-makers can evaluate if, in fact, these new impacts are a reduction or increase in impacts 

compared to the permitted project on this rare species and its habitat. 
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3) The staff assessment fails to include an evaluation of impacts associated with 

greenhouse gas emissions from the proposed increased use of diesel generators on the project 

site.  The goal of renewable energy projects is to help transition off of fossil-fuel based energy 

sources and reduce green house gas emissions.  Relying upon diesel generators, even during 

“commissioning activities” over 31 weeks creates additional green house gas production not 

envisioned in the permitted project.  Therefore an assessment of the output of green house gases 

from this project modification is in order. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 
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