
DEC 2 1 2007 


LIGHT & POWER DEPARTMENT 
Donal O'Callaghan, Director of Light & Power 

December 19. UWn 

Steve Munro 
Compliance Project Manager 
Systems Assessment & Facility Siting Division 
California'EnergyCommission 
1516 Ninth Street,MS15 

Sacramento,CA 95814 


Subject: 	 Malburg Generating Station (Docket01-AFC-25C) 

Petition to Modify the Malburg Generating Station Project F iDecision 


Dear Mr. Munro: 

Enclosed isCity of Vernon's petition to amend the California Energy Commission's license 
for the Malburg Generating Station to include new cold startup emission rates. Thesenew 
cold startup emission rates areconsistentwith emission measurements recorded by the 
facility's emission monitoring system and other similar combustion turbine proj& licensed 
by the Comkisuivrt. As proposed, the prvject modifications will not result in my  significant 
environmental impacts. All applicable Iaws, ordinances, regulations, and standards will be 
compiled with and only one Condition of Certification (AQCIO) needs to be modified for 
the new cold startup emissions. Thisproposed change in Condition A m 0  will not require 
modification of any South Coast Air Quality Management District conditions. 

If you have any questions regarding this petition, please contact Dr. Krishna Nand at 
(323) 583-8811 ext. 211. 
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SECTION 1 

Introduction 

1.1 Background 
On December 21,2001, the City of Vernon (City) filed an Application for Certification (AFC) 
with the California Energy Commission (CEC) seeking approval to construct and operate 
the Malburg Generating Station (MGS), a 134-megawatt (MW) nominal combined-cycle 
electric generation facility. The CEC issued a final decision for the MGS on May 20,2003. 
The City began construction activities in 2003, with commercial operations beghung in 
2005. The information used to prepare the AFC, and relied on by the CEC, was based on the 
best available data, and included estimates by equipment manufacturers. In the case of air 
quality emission estimates, the City requested turbine operating, startup, and shutdown 
emissions estimates from Alstrom (the turbine vendor selected for the MGS). These emission 
estimates were used by the CEC to develop Conditions of Certification (COCs). COC 
AQClO (of the CEC Decision) contains air emission limitations on an hourly, daily, and 
annual basis, including startup and shutdown periods. The hourly startup emission 
estimates used in COC AQ-ClO are for a cold startup (a startup where the turbines have not 
been in operation for an extended time). As the MGS facility operates almost daily, the 
number of cold startups that have occurred since commercial operations in Odober 2005 is 
nine per unit. After reviewing the continuous emissions monitoring data for these cold 
startup periods, the City determined that it was not able to comply with COC AQ-ClO on a 
continuous basis. Therefore, the City is requesting an amendment to COC AQClO. 

1.2 Description of Proposed Amendment 
The City is requesting to amend COC AQClO of the CEC Decision by increasing the 
emission limits presented in the condition. No physical or operational changes to the MGS 
are proposed. 

1.3 Summary of Environmental lrrrpacts 
Section 1769 (a)(l)(E) of the CEC Siting Regulations requires that an analysis be conducted 
that addresses impacts that the modification might have on the environment and proposed 
measures to mitigate any signhcant adverse impacts. In addition, Section 1769 (a)(l)(F) of 
the Siting Regulations requires a discussion of the impacts the modification might have on 
the project's ability to comply with applicable laws, ordinances, regulations, and standards 
(LORS). 

The proposed change to COC AQ-CIO will allow increases in short-term oxides of nitrogen , (NOx) and carbon monoxide (CO) emission rates, but will not affect other pollutants. The 
proposed change would not impact other environmental issue areas (e.g., biological 
resources, cultural resources, land use, noise, soil and water, paleontological resources, and 
so forth). Short-term increases in NOx or CO emissions are not expected to cause or 
contribute to the violation of either state or federal ambient air quality standards. 




































