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November 16,2007 

Via Email 

Paula David 
Compliance Project Manager 
California Energy Commission 
15 16 Ninth Street, MS-2000 
Sacramento, CA 958 14 

Re: 	 Petition for Proposed Change to Certification of the Palomar 
Energy Center, Docket No. 01-AFC-24C 

Dear Ms. David: 

Enclosed please find the comments of Bimbo Bakeries USA that are being sent in 
response to your memorandum of October, 26,2007, regarding the petition for a 
proposed change to the Certification of the Palomar Energy Center to add inlet chillers, 
Docket No. 01AFC-24C. These comments are being filed today pursuant to an 
agreement for an extension of time that was granted by the Commission staff. 

Please contact me if you have any questions concerning these comments. 

-

Sincerely yours, 

William D. Kissinger 

Encl. 
cc: CEC Docket Office 
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BEFORE THE CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 

Petition for Proposed Change to Certification of the 
Palomar Energy Center, Docket No. 01-AFC-24C 

Comments of Bimbo Bakeries USA 

Bimbo Bakeries USA ("BBU") operates a bakery immediately adjacent to the Palomar Energy 
Center. On July 24,2007, San Diego Gas and Electric ("SDG&E") filed a "Petition for Change 
of the Project Description in the Final Decision to Install and Operate a Gas Combustion Turbine 
Inlet Air Chiller in Place of an Evaporative Chiller System" ("Petition") with respect to the 
Palomar Energy Center, Docket No. 01-AFC-24. The Commission filed a staff analysis of this 
Petition on Oct. 26,2007 ("Staff Analysis"). 

The Staff Analysis indicates the California Energy Commission ("Commission") will consider 
the Petition on November 21,2007, although it is our understanding that the Petition will now be 
considered on Dec. 5,2007. BBU is filing these comments to urge the Commission to delay 
action on the Petition. But, if the Commission is inclined to act on the Petition now and decides 
to grant it, the Commission should do so conditionally. BBU believes this is necessary because 
the analyses presented in the Petition as well as the Staff Analysis are flawed and mitigation is 
required to address the significant additional adverse impacts that the proposed modifications 
will have on BBU. 

BBU's views are supported by the accompanying expert report of Mr. Richard DesJardins, an 
expert on cooling towers such as those in use at the Palomar Energy Center. See Ex. A. 

BBU does not make this request lightly. It is aware of SDG&E's desire for immediate action on 
the Petition to ensure that the additional 40 MW of capacity can come on line for the 2008 
summer peak. As a large consumer of electricity, BBU supports efforts to ensure a reliable 
supply of electricity. In addition, BBU acknowledges that the impact of the modification being 
sought by SDG&E is only incremental to the impacts of the previously approved permit. Thus, 
BBU is not asking that the Commission deny the application. Instead, it suggests either a brief 
delay so Commission Staff can work with SDG&E and BBU to come up with additional 
conditions of certification that might mitigate as well as quantify the additional adverse impacts 
associated with granting the Petition. Alternatively, BBU requests the Commission to make any 
approval conditional on taking such actions within a specified time period. 

I. Background 

A. Initial Certification of the Palomar Energy Center 

On August 3,2003, the Commission granted a certificate to construct and operate the Palomar 
Energy Center on a site in an industrial park in Escondido, CA. The bakery is about 75 yards 
east of Palomar Energy Center, down a fifteen foot embankment from Palomar Energy Center's 






















































