
DOCKET
08-AFC-5

 DATE MAR 15 2010

 RECD. MAR 17 2010



 

 

March 15, 2010 

Mr. Christopher Meyer 
Project Manager 
Attn: Docket No. 08-AFC-5 
California Energy Commission 
1516 Ninth Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512 

Subject: Imperial Valley Solar (formerly Solar Two) (08-AFC-5)  
Applicant’s Opening Testimony 
URS Project No. 27657106.00801 

Dear Mr. Meyer: 

On behalf of Imperial Valley Solar (formerly Solar Two), LLC, URS Corporation Americas 
(URS) hereby submits the Applicant’s Opening Testimony.  The following is included with this 
package, per the notice filed March 9th, 2010: Applicant’s Exhibit List, Applicant’s Opening 
Testimony, and Applicants Exhibits in Format 1, electronically.      

I certify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true, correct, and complete to the best of 
my knowledge.  I also certify that I am authorized to submit on behalf of Imperial Valley Solar, 
LLC. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Angela Leiba 
Project Manager 

 

AL: ml 

  

URS Corporation 
1615 Murray Canyon Road, Suite 1000 
San Diego, CA  92108 
Tel:  619.294.9400 
Fax: 619.293.7920 



Applicant’s Exhibit List – Exhibits 1 through 25  
Updated 3/11/2010 

 
Exhibit          Description        Docket Date 
 

1 Application for Certification, Volume I and II         June 6, 2008 
2 Air Quality Information for Data Adequacy         July 25, 2008 
3 Responses to Imperial County questions         September 3, 2008 
4 E‐mail regarding school impact fees           September 10, 2008 
5 E‐mail regarding property taxes            September 10, 2008 
6 Data Adequacy Supplement             September 26, 2008 
7 CEC/BLM DR Responses 1‐52             December 8, 2008 
8 SES Alternatives and Cumulative Impacts         February 8, 2009 
9 CEC/BLM DR Responses 1‐3, 5‐10, 14‐15, 24‐26, 31‐32, 36‐38,  

44, 111‐127               March 19, 2009 
10 CEC/BLM DR Responses 53‐110            March 26, 2009 
11 Supplemental Cumulative Analysis           April 29, 2009 
12 CEC/BLM DR Responses 128‐141           June 5, 2009 
13 CURE DR Responses 1‐143             June 6, 2009 
14 Supplement to AFC                June 12, 2009 
15 CEC/BLM DR Responses 31‐32             July 2, 2009 
16 CEC/BLM DR Responses 151‐155           July 7, 2009 
17 CURE DR Responses 143‐178             August 5, 2009 
18 Additional Supportive Materials, Biology & Water       September 23, 2009 
19 CEC/BLM DR Response 142‐150            October 17, 2009 
20 Current Project Acreage             October 28, 2009 
21 Supplemental Biology and Water Information         October 30, 2009 
22 Revised page 300‐1 of SWPP             December 21, 2009 
23 Corridor Conflict Analysis             January 8, 2010 
24 San Diego MTS Agreement             January 8, 2010 
25 Glint and Glare Study              (to be provided) 

 



PREPARED DIRECT TESTIMONY 
OF 

MARC VAN PATTEN 
 
1. Q.  Please state your name and employer. 
 

My name is Marc Van Patten and I am Sr. Director of Development with Tessera Solar North 
America.  In this position I have been involved in the management and development of the Imperial 
Valley Solar Project (the “Project”). 
 
2. Q.  Are you sponsoring any exhibits in this proceeding? 
 
  Yes.  I am sponsoring the following: 
 
  Exhibit 1  Section 2 Project Objectives/Need 
      Appendix A Memorandum of Understanding 
      Appendix C Property Owners 
      Appendix D Union Pacific ROW  
      Appendix X IID Water Quality Analysis 
      Section 4 Alternatives 
 
  Exhibit 6  CEC Response 1 
      BLM Responses 13‐18  
      BLM Responses 28‐33  
 
3.  Q.  Imperial Valley Solar is requesting that the Commission approve a back‐up/temporary 
supply of water for project construction and operation.  Why is this supply necessary? 
 
  Our primary source of water, the Seeley Waste Water Treatment Facility (“SWWTF”), is 
undergoing permitting that will allow for the upgrade of its facility to Title 22 standards (suitable for our 
construction and operational needs).  While it is intended and we are hopeful that this water source will 
be available when we begin construction later in 2010, we cannot be certain.  Also, depending on how 
long it might take to permit and construct the SWWTF upgrades, we may also have a need for operation 
water for a short period of time in 2011.  Our preferred back‐up/temporary source of water comes from 
a private supplier named Dan Boyer Water Company, located in Ocotillo, CA.  This is a permitted private 
water supply source that has been in the business of delivering water in the region since the 1950s and 
currently provides water to construction companies in the area for various construction water needs.  
There is a delivery limit of 40 acre‐feet of water per year, which is sufficient for the needs of the Project. 
 
 
   



3. Q.  Does that complete your direct testimony? 
 
Yes.      
 
 
I swear under penalty of perjury that the above that this testimony is true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge. 
 
 









PREPARED DIRECT TESTIMONY 
OF 

KENNETH KOSTOK 
Project Description 

(Including Efficiency, Reliability, Transmission System Engineering) 
 
1. Q.  Please state your name and employer. 
 
  My name is Ken Kostok and I am a Senior Director of Engineering and Construction for Tessera 
Solar. 
 
2. Q.  Are you sponsoring any exhibits in this proceeding? 
 
  Yes.  I am sponsoring the following: 
 
  Exhibit 1  Section 3 Project Description     

App B Solar Stirling Engine 
      App F Mechanical and Fire Protection 
      App G Topographic survey 
      App H System Impact Study 
      App I Electric and Magnetic Field 
      App J Water Balance 
      App K Hydrogen System Design 
      App L Hazardous Material Handling 
      App M  Structural Engineering 
      App N Initial Drainage Report 
      App O Civil Engineering Design 
      App P Electrical Engineering Design 
      App Q Control Systems Engineering 
      App R Fuel Handling Design 
      App S Material Safety 
 
  Exhibit 6  Response 1  
      BLM Responses 19‐27, 53‐56  
 
  Exhibit 7  Response 6  
      Responses 8‐11  
      Responses 24‐27  
      Responses 33‐38  
 
   



Exhibit 9  Responses 8‐10  
      Responses 24‐26  
      Responses 33, 36‐38  
 

Exhibit 10  Response 55  
      Response 58  
      Responses 62‐65  
      Response 68  
      Response 72  
      Responses 76‐78  
      Response 91   
 
  Exhibit 13  Responses 1‐16    
      Response 87     
      Response 96     
      Responses 124‐126   
      Response 141     
 
  Exhibit 14  Section 1     
      Appendix A     
 
  Exhibit 20  Project Acreage Map 
 
  Exhibit 21  Hydrology Data 
 
  Exhibit 24  San Diego MTS agreement 
 
3.  Q.  Do these exhibits in combination currently describe the Imperial Valley solar plant as 
proposed by the applicant? 
 

Yes. 
 
3. Q.  Does that complete your direct testimony? 
 

Yes.      
 
 
I swear under penalty of perjury that the above that this testimony is true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge. 
 
 











































PREPARED DIRECT TESTIMONY 
OF 

LANNY FISK 
Paleontology 

 
1. Q.  Please state your name and employer. 

 
  My name is Lanny Fisk and I am the Principal Paleontologist with PaleoResource Consultants and 
a consultant to URS Corporation.   
 

2. Q.  Are you sponsoring any exhibits in this proceeding? 
 
  Yes.  I am sponsoring the following: 
 
  Exhibit 1  Section 5.8 Paleontological Resources 
      Appendix AA Paleontological Resources Technical Report 
 
  Exhibit 6  CEC Response 1  
 
  Exhibit 14  Section 2.8   
    

3. Q.  Do you believe the Imperial Valley solar power plant as described in the AFC and 
responses to data requests will comply with all applicable LORS and not result in any significant 
adverse impacts to paleontological resources? 

 
4. Q.  Does that complete your direct testimony? 

 
Yes.      

 
 
I swear under penalty of perjury that the above that this testimony is true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge. 
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APPLICANT 
Richard Knox 
Project Manager 
SES Solar Two, LLC 
4800 N Scottsdale Road., 
Suite 5500 
Scottsdale, AZ 85251 
richard.knox@tesserasolar.com 
 
CONSULTANT 
Angela Leiba, Sr. Project 
Manager URS Corporation 
1615 Murray Canyon Rd., 
Suite. 1000 
San Diego, CA 92108 
Angela_Leiba@urscorp.com  
 
APPLICANT’S COUNSEL 
Allan J. Thompson 
Attorney at Law 
21 C Orinda Way #314 
Orinda, CA 94563 
allanori@comcast.net 
 
Ella Foley Gannon, Partner 
Bingham McCutchen, LLP 
Three Embarcadero Center 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
ella.gannon@bingham.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
INTERESTED AGENCIES 
California ISO 
e-recipient@caiso.com  
 
Daniel Steward, Project Lead 
BLM – El Centro Office 
1661 S. 4th Street 
El Centro, CA  92243 
daniel_steward@ca.blm.gov  
 
Jim Stobaugh, 
Project Manager & 
National Project Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
BLM Nevada State Office 
P.O. Box 12000 
Reno, NV 89520-0006 
jim_stobaugh@blm.gov 
 
INTERVENORS 
California Unions for Reliable 
Energy (CURE) 
c/o Tanya A. Gulesserian 
Loulena Miles, Marc D. Joseph 
Adams Broadwell Joseph & 
Cardozo 
601 Gateway Blvd., Ste. 1000 
South San Francisco, CA  94080  
tgulesserian@adamsbroadwell.com  
lmiles@adamsbroadwell.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ENERGY COMMISSION 
JEFFREY D. BYRON 
Commissioner and Presiding 
Member 
jbyron@energy.state.ca.us   
 
ANTHONY EGGERT 
Commissioner and Associate 
Member 
aeggert@energy.state.ca.us  
 
Raoul Renaud 
Hearing Officer 
rrenaud@energy.state.ca.us  
 
Kristy Chew, Adviser to 
Commissioner Byron 
kchew@energy.state.ca.us  
 
Caryn Holmes, Staff Counsel 
Christine Hammond, 
Co-Staff Counsel 
cholmes@energy.state.ca.us  
chammond@energy.state.ca.us  
 
Christopher Meyer 
Project Manager 
cmeyer@energy.state.ca.us  
 
Jennifer Jennings 
Public Adviser 
publicadviser@energy.state.ca.us 
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DECLARATION OF SERVICE 
 

 
I, Corinne Lytle, declare that on March 15, 2010, I served and filed copies of the attached, Applicant's Opening 
Testimony, dated, March 15, 2010.  
The original document, filed with the Docket Unit, is accompanied by a copy of the most recent Proof of Service list, 
located on the web page for this project at:  
[http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/solartwo/index.html]. 
 
The documents have been sent to both the other parties in this proceeding (as shown on the Proof of Service list) 
and to the Commission’s Docket Unit, in the following manner:   
 
(Check all that Apply) 
 

FOR SERVICE TO ALL OTHER PARTIES: 
 

    X      sent electronically to all email addresses on the Proof of Service list; 
            by personal delivery;  
    X      by delivering on this date, for mailing with the United States Postal Service with first-class postage thereon 

fully prepaid, to the name and address of the person served, for mailing that same day in the ordinary 
course of business; that the envelope was sealed and placed for collection and mailing on that date to those 
addresses NOT marked “email preferred.”   

 
AND 

FOR FILING WITH THE ENERGY COMMISSION: 

   X        sending an ori ginal paper copy and one electronic copy, mai led and emailed respectively, to the address 
below (preferred method); 

OR 
           depositing in the mail an original and 12 paper copies, as follows: 

 
                CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
                       Attn:  Docket No. 08-AFC-5 
                      1516 Ninth Street, MS-4 
                      Sacramento, CA 95814-5512 

                docket@energy.state.ca.us 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct, that I am employed in the county where this 
mailing occurred, and that I am over the age of 18 years and not a party to the proceeding. 
 
 
 
      Original Signed By:   
      CORINNE LYTLE 
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