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SUBJECT: CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION DOCKET NO. 07-SPPE-2
'~ (ORANGE GROVE ENERGY, L.P.) SAN DIEGO COUNTY.
CASE NO. P07-009 (ORANGE GROVE MAJOR USE PERMIT)

- Doar Ms. Mlilpr:

The Pala Pauma Spcnsor Group Is the local Communlty Planning Group
appointed by the San Diego County Board of Supsrvisors to advise them and the
County Planning Department of local community concerns and Issues regarding
_land use, zoning, and development issues within the Pala Pauma Sub-Reglonal
~ Planning Area which includes.the above referenced project. Our Planning Group

has helda public hearing on the subject application, but has withheid a formal
action pending add:tlonal mformatlon :

.Thls lotter ls sent in spacn‘ic response to our review of the Vnsual RESOUTCEb

* - Report prepared for this project. The report appears to be based upon erroneous

information, and as such does not present a thorough or factual analysis of the
_project upon existing community and/or regional visual resources.. Simliarly
proposed mitigations are either inadequate or lacking to meet commumty

~ concerns or C E.Q.A. requ:rmments

.The Visual Resources Report mcorrectly states that H:ghway 76 is not an ehg)ble
or designated scenic highway.. State Route 76 is identified by the State of
‘California as an aligible State Scenic Highway Route. Recently, cur Communlty
Planning Group as part of the County of San Diego’s ongoing General Plan

- . Update process requested that the Board of Supervisors begin the formal

- application process to bring this eligible highway into the State Scenic Hnghway
system, The County Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors ,
approved this request and we have begun the formal application process, which

' mcludes lmpiementmg certain scenic corridor protect;on measuras




o .A thorough analysuq of the effect of the constructlon of two hlgh turbines (50 fL to -
- 80 ft. high) as well as the industrial look of the proposed facility and its ancillary -

- parking on the existing scenic views experienced by viewers utilizing $tate Route e

L 76 is necessary. The siting and construction of this facrhty should not proclude
the desrgnahon of this route as scenic. ' _

_ 'Although the use of native plant materials to rev_egetate_ méh_ufactured;sl_ooes is -
appropriate biologically. These plantings will due little to screen the project from

- -“view. Large/tall Evergreen trees will be necessary to accomplish this. and they .

- will need to be placed closer to the hughway, not on project slopes, to be ;

- eﬁ‘ectlve

The report mrstakenly states that the proje etis not near any park or vqronal trail

‘system although the existing San Luis Rey River Park is approximately located 5

- miles to the west. This park Is Phase | of a proposed regional park that will

. extend along the San Luis Rey River from this point then proceed to the east past
- the subject site to eventually reach Mt. Palomar and Lake Henshaw. Coincidently
“with this a reglonal riding and hiking trail is identified on the County of San. Diego
~ Trail and Pathway Master Plan which follows this same route-along’ Highway 76.

“Additionally, Highway 76 is identified as the [ocation for a Class | Bicycle Trail by
SANDAG and CalTrans along its route. All of these facilities will be impacted

_visually by the propesed power plant and an analysis is required. The effecton
-the overall community character of our region is rmpacted by the smng of thls -

o mdustnal land use in an otherwise tural locatron

. _In Iocatrons whoro the proposed gas line will be placed mthm exrstlng easements-"V
- offsite and to the west of the project, outside of the Highway 76 alignment and/or -
in the exlsting SDGE 69 KV easement.- An analysis should be done to determine.

. if the tuture regional trail location might share the same location, it would appear

 tobea mitigation that was appropriate to address the long term growth inducing -

Impacts this project created by providing additiohal energy to areas east of the
‘currert projest whu:h could not otherwuse be developed w:thout thls new power

._”source

- Currently, no 69 kv lme runs eas‘ward past the emstmg mterconnect of tho Pala .‘

. Sub-Station with the high voltage north-south power lines located approxlmately -

one quarter mile to the east. The siting of these future facilitles, although’ o
‘probably necessary, should be coordinated closely with the various stakeholders
. of the reglon to avoid future degradat:on of exn.-.tmg vlsuai resour’ces and the S

L exlstmg commumty character

_ 'Fmally, we beheve the proposed access to thrs projoct would be more appropnate '
if it came off of Camino Del Norte rathier than- Highway 76 itself. Thus minimizing
e potentral project trafﬁc mterference w:th the exrstmg congested trafﬁc ﬂow on

‘_ thns hlghway : . .



- _Should you have any questmns regardlng our Planmng Gro_lp s comments |
. please do not heSItate to call the unders:gned . S

o -'PALA-PAUMA SPONS o

i__7601 745-3501

'éc: TRC Joseph Stegner .
~ DPLU, Jarrett Ramatta ° ,
CaITrans .Jacob Armstrong .



