State Of California The Resources Agency of California

Memorandum
Date: April 25, 2008
Telephone: (916) 6544966

To: Jackalyne Pfannenstiel, Chairman

James D. Boyd, Vice Chair DOCKET
Arthur H. Rosenfeld, Ph.D., Commissioner 08,%2

Jeffrey Byron, Commissioner
Karen Douglas, Commissioner DATE APR 2 5 200
APR 2 8 2008
RECD.

From: California Energy Commission — Melissa Jones

1516 Ninth Street Executive Direc
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512

subject: BEACON SOLAR ENERGY PROJECT, DATA ADEQUACY RECOMMENDATION
(08-AFC-2)

On March 14, 2008, the California Energy Commission received an Application for
Certification (AFC) from Beacon Solar, LLC (Beacon Solar), a subsidiary of Florida
Power & Light Energy, LLC (FPL) for the Beacon Solar Energy Project. The proposed
project is a concentrated solar electric generating facility proposed on an approximately
2,012-acre site in eastern Kern County, California. The project would use parabolic
trough solar thermal technology to produce electrical power using a steam turbine
generator fed from a solar steam generator. The solar steam generator receives heat
transfer fluid from arrays of parabolic mirrors that collect energy from the sun. The
project would have a nominal electrical output of 250 megawatts (MW).

Staff's April 11, 2008 initial data adequacy review of the Beacon Solar Energy Project
AFC determined that it did not meet all the requirements listed in Title 20, section 1704,
and Division 2, Chapter 5, Appendix B of the California Code of Regulations for the 12-
month process. Specifically, the AFC was deficient in six of 23 areas: Air Quality,
Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Geologic Hazards, Land Use, and
Socioeconomics. Beacon Solar provided AFC Supplement material on April 21, 2008.
Staff has reviewed the supplemental information and believes the AFC now meets the
above-listed requirements in all six of the previously deficient technical disciplines.

Attached is a summary table and revised data adequacy worksheets for the six
technical disciplines previously determined to be data inadequate. At the Energy
Commission’s May 7, 2008 Business Meeting, | will recommend Commission approval
of the Executive Director's data adequacy recommendation for Beacon Solar's AFC and
appointment of a siting committee for the Beacon Solar Energy Project. If you have any
questions, please contact Bill Pfanner, staff's Project Manager, at (916) 654-4206.

Attachment



Attachment A
Overview of Energy Commission Staff’s
Data Adequacy Determination
Beacon Solar Energy Project

08-AFC-2
Attachment B Adequate

Technical Area Page No. ?

AIR QUALITY ettt mene s rrecesnsssssmnessesssanses s s srane e s sssssnnmnnas YES
BIOLOGICAL RESOURGCES.........oi e e ree s rne e s s rnnes e smeeeas YES
CULTURAL RESOURGCES.........ccoomteerrcecerscrrinnes e ssessne e s ne e s e p YES
GEOLOGICAL HAZARDS ........ooiieitierrcenerceers s reencssenesessne e s s s ] YES
LAND USE......c oo ririinir et cnne s s s s v sneessassssssanesensmsssssamenesne 4 YES
SOCIOECONOMICS ...........ooeereee e e s snr e s ar e sane e e se e e e sn s s emsnas 4 YES




ATTACHMENT B

ENERGY COMMISSION STAFF’S
List of Data Inadequacies

Beacon Solar Energy Project
08-AFC-2

April 25, 2008
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