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Sacramento CA 95814-5512 Laura Murphy, Executive Assistant 

Subject: 	 PUBLIC ADVISER'S STATUS REPORT ON THE AVENAL ENERGY PROJECT 

I. INITIAL SCOPING 

Proiect Description 

'The Avenal Power Center, Limited Liability Corporation (LLC) filed an Application for 
Certification (AFC) with the California Energy Comrrlission (Energy Commission) to build 
and operate a 600-megawatt (MW), natural gas-fueled, combined cycle power plant, 
called the Avenal Energy project. The plant is to be located on 25 acres of a 148-acre 
parcel zoned for industrial use in a predominantly agricultural area of western Kings 
County, about two miles east of lnterstate 5. Although proposed to be located within the 
limits of the City of Avenal, the plant would actually be about six miles from the city's 
corrlmercial and residential districts which are situated mostly west of lnterstate 5. 
Additional information about this project is provided under "Project Summary", below. If 
approved, the facility is expected to be built by mid-2012 and expected to help meeting 
the anticipated increase in demand for electricity. 

-B. Proiect Summarv 

1. Project Name: Avenal Energy Project 

2. Docket Number: 08-AFC-1 

3. Owner: 	 Avenal Power Center, A Limited Liability Corporation (LLC) 

4. Components: These include: 

a.. Two General Electric 7 FA natural gas-fueled combustion 
turbines; 

b. One General Electric 300 MW (nominal) steam turbine; 



c. Two 145-foot stacks; 

d. CTG mechanical inlet air chillers and air-cooled condensers; 

e. A 20-inch, 2.5-mile long, underground gas pipeline; and 

f. A 6.4-mile, single-circuit, 230 kV transmission line 
connecting the plant to PG&E1s Gates Substation in Fresno 
COI-~nty, 

C. Description of the Proiect Area - 
1. Regional Setting. The proposed site is located in a predominantly agricultural 

region of the southwestern San Joaquin Valley in western Kings County, just south 
of the Fresno County line, about two miles east of lnterstate 5. While the site is 
within the city limits of Avenal, it is separated from the business and residential 
districts of the city by Kettleman Hills and about six miles of rolling, open 
agricultural lands. 

2. The Project Site. About 25 acres within a 148-acre parcel zoned for industrial use 
by the City of Avenal because of its relative proximity to lnterstate 5, natural gas 
and water supply. The parcel is surrounded by open range and farmland, as well as 
by the City of Avenal's potable water treatment facility. 

D. Population and Environmental Justice (EJ) Information - 
1. What Is Environmental Justice? The concept behind the term "Environmental 
Justice" (EJ) is that all people-regardless of color, national origin, race or income--be 
able to enjoy an equal level of environmental protection. California law ( Government 
Code Section 65040.12 and Public Resources Code Section 72000) defines "EJ" as 
"...the fair treatment of people of all races, cultures and income with respect to the 
development, adoption, implementation and enforcement of all environmental laws, 
regulations and policies. " Under a lengthier, federal (US EPA) definition (that further 
defines key terms such as "fair treatment" and "meaningful involvement"), EJ is achieved 
when everyone-regardless of race, culture or income-enjoys the same degree of 
environmental protection and equal access to the decision-making process to achieve 
and preserve a healthy environment. 

2. How EJ is Considered at the Energy Commission? The California Energy 
Commission provides EJ-related information as part of its analysis of applications for 
licensing power plants which come under its regulatory jurisdiction. The Energy 
Commission's EJ approach is consistent with federal and state guidelines. It entails: (1) 
specific public outreach efforts by the Public Adviser's Office and other Energy 
Commission staff to notify, inform and involve potentially affectediinterested communities 
and the public-including ethnic and minority groups-in the licensing processes; (2) 
analysis of the applicable demographics to determine the percentage of minority and low 







SOCIOECONOMICS - FIGURE 1 
Avenal Energy Project - Census 2000 Minority Population by Census Block - One and Six Mile Buffer 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION, ENERGY FACILITIES SITING DIVISION, MARCH 2008 
SOURCE: California Energy Commission Statewide Power Plant Maps 2008 - Census 2000 PL 94-171 Data - Matrix PL2 










