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I spoke with Laura Roberts, an officer with the California Highway Patrol, Inland Division, Bishop Area 
Office. The following is the content of our conversation: 

• California Highway Patrol (CHP) officers can provide law enforcement assistance if the Inyo 
County Sheriff’s Department requests such aid. The Death Valley National Park Rangers can also 
respond to law enforcement calls when requested. 

• There is one CHP resident post officer in Furnace Creek and one in Pahrump. Both officers are full 
time staff. They patrol the Death Valley area and if called can respond from the patrol area, or if 
off duty and needed, the officers can respond from their resident posts. 

• CHP has a mutual agreement with the Nevada Highway Patrol (NHP) giving authority for up to 50 
miles into each other’s state when requested to provide assistance to one another. 

• If a crime occurs in one state, but crosses the border, the pursuing officer (CHP or NHP) can 
investigate the crime to conclusion. If the crime were a major crime, the officer would pass the 
information gathered to the other state’s jurisdictional officer for them to follow up and conclude 
the investigation. 
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