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STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Energy Resources Conservation
and Development Commission

In the Matter of:

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION DOCKET NO. 09-AFC-9
FOR THE (SOLAR MILLENNIUM)
RIDGECREST SOLAR POWER
PROJECT

INTERVENORS WESTERN WATERSHEDS PROJECT, DESERT TORTOISE
COUNCIL, BASIN & RANGE WATCH, AND KERNCREST AUDUBON SOCIETY
OPPOSITION TO THE APPLICANT’S REQUEST FOR MODIFICATION OF THE

REVISED SCHEDULING ORDER FOR THE RIDGECREST SOLAR POWER

PROJECT

California Energy Commission

Siting, Transmission and Environmental Protection Division
1516 Ninth Street,

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Commission,

On August 25, 2010, at Applicant Solar Millennium’s request, the Commission issued a
Revised Scheduling Order and Order Granting Applicant’s Request to Conduct a Two-Year
Biological Study in the matter of the Ridgecrest Solar Power Project (“RSPP”’). The Committee
granted the Applicant’s request to modify the AFC scheduling milestones to accommodate a
two-year Mohave Ground Squirrel study. '

On January 21, 2011, the Applicant withdrew its application for the Ridgecrest Solar I,
LLC effective immediately stating that it would not be economical to pursue either the study or
the project. They cited staff’s position, the August 4, 2010 Status Report, and the Desert
Renewable Energy Conservation Plan’s (“DRECP”) identification of the project area as a site to
protect from development.

On March 23, 2011, the Applicant requested that the Commission continue the
suspension of the RSPP for a further period of 18 months. The basis for the request to modify
the revised scheduling order is “to wait for the outcome of the DRECP and to use this as the
basis for determining how to proceed with the RSPP AFC Proceedings”. We oppose the request
for modification for the following reasons.

! “Thus, for good cause shown, the Committee hereby GRANTS the Applicant’s request to modify the AFC
scheduling milestones to accommodate the two-year MGS study.”



(1) The original suspension was explicitly approved to accommodate the Mohave ground
squirrel study. Although the questions that study was meant to address remain unanswered, the
study has now been abandoned by the Applicant.

(2) The Applicant has already acknowledged (in its January 21, 2011 letter) that the
DRECP has identified the project area as a site to protect from development. There is no need
for the Committee to wait an additional 18 months or wait for a final DRECP before acting to
make a determination on this application.

(3) There are new questions that should be addressed related to desert tortoise. On March
15,2011 BLM issued an Immediate Temporary Suspension of Activities Decision for the
Ivanpah Solar Electric Generating System. This was triggered by the finding that the number of
desert tortoises determined in pre-project surveys had been undercounted by a factor of 3 to 4.
Similar survey protocols were used for the RSPP site surveys; like the ISEGS site, the RSPP site
supports a high tortoise density. These survey protocols were developed to accommodate small
projects (less than 40 acres). In addition, the USFWS considers the results of a pre-project
survey to be valid for no more than one year.” New desert tortoise surveys will be needed
following any additional 18 month suspension, further delaying the permitting process.

The evidence already before the Commission shows that the application should be denied
because the site has important conservation values for state and federally protected species.

Therefore, we ask that the Commission deny the request to modify and continue the suspension
of the application and instead terminate this application.

Dated: May 4, 2011

Respectfully submitted,

UM»M /wa—ijw

Michael J. Connor, California Director G. Sidney Silliman
Western Watersheds Project Desert Tortoise Council
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Laura Cunningham Brenda Burnett, President
Basin and Range Watch Kerncrest Audubon Society

2 USFWS 2010. Preparing For Any Action That May Occur Within The Range Of The Mojave Desert Tortoise
(Gopherus agassizii) Pre-project Field Survey Protocol for Potential Desert Tortoise Habitats. Page 5.
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APPLICANT

Billy Owens

Director, Project Development
Solar Millenium

1625 Shattuck Avenue, Suite 270
Berkeley, CA 94709-1161
owens@solarmillennium.com

Alice Harron

Senior Director, Project Development
1625 Shattuck Avenue, Suite 270
Berkeley, CA 94709-1161
harron@solarmillennium.com

Elizabeth Copley

AECOM Project Manager

2101 Webster Street, Suite 1900
Oakland, CA 94612
elizabeth.copley@aecom.com

Scott Galati

Marie Mills

Galati/Blek, LLP

455 Capitol Mall, Suite 350
Sacramento, CA 95814
sgalati@qgb-llp.com
mmills@qb-llp.com

Peter Weiner

Matthew Sanders

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker
LLP

55 2nd Street, Suite 2400-3441

San Francisco, CA 94105
peterweiner@paulhastings.com
matthewsanders@paulhastings.com

*Jim Migliore

Associate, Environmental
Management

Solar Millennium LLC

1111 Broadway, 5th Floor
Oakland, CA 94607

E-mail preferred
migliore@solarmillennium.com
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INTERVENORS

Desert Tortoise Council
Sidney Silliman

1225 Adriana Way

Upland, CA 91784
gssilliman@csupomona.edu

California Unions for Reliable Energy
(CURE)

Tanya A. Gulesserian

Elizabeth Klebaner

Marc D. Joseph

Adams Broadwell Joseph &
Cardozo

601 Gateway Boulevard, Suite 1000
South San Francisco, CA 94080
tgulesserian@adamsbroadwell.com
eklebaner@adamsbroadwell.com

Basin and Range Watch

Laura Cunningham & Kevin Emmerich

P.O. Box 70
Beatty, NV 89003
bluerockiguana@hughes.net

Western Watersheds Project
Michael J. Connor, Ph.D.

California Director

P.O. Box 2364

Reseda, CA 91337-2364
mjconnor@westernwatersheds.org

Kerncrest Audubon Society
Terri Middlemiss & Dan Burnett
P.O. Box 984

Ridgecrest, CA 93556
catbird4@earthlink.net
imdanburnett@verizon.net

Center for Biological Diversity
leene Anderson

Public Lands Desert Director
PMB 447, 8033 Sunset Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90046
ianderson@biologicaldiversity.org

1

Center for Biological Diversity
Lisa T. Belenky, Senior Attorney
351 California Street, Suite 600
San Francisco, CA 94104
Ibelenky@biologicaldiversity.org

INTERESTED AGENCIES
California ISO

E-mail Preferred
e-recipient@caiso.com

Janet Eubanks, Project Manager,
U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
California Desert District

22835 Calle San Juan de los Lagos
Moreno Valley, California 92553
janet Eubanks@ca.bim.gov

Scott O'Niel, Executive Director
Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons
Division

1 Administration Circle

China Lake, CA  93555-6100
scott.oneil@navy.mil

Scott O'Niel, Executive Director
Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons
Division

575 "I" Avenue, Suite 1

Point Mugu, CA  93042-5049
scott.oneil@navy.mil

ENERGY COMMISSION

JAMES D. BOYD

Vice Chair and Presiding Member
jboyd@energy.state.ca.us

ANTHONY EGGERT
Commissioner and Associate Member
aeggert@energy.state.ca.us
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Lorraine White
Advisor to Commissioner Eggert
Iwhite@energy.state.ca.us

Kourtney Vaccaro
Hearing Officer
kvaccaro@energy.state,ca.us

Eric Solorio
Project Manager
esolorio@enerqgy.state.ca.us

Tim Olson
Advisor to Commissioner Boyd
tolson@energy.state.ca.us

Jared Babula
Staff Counsel
jbabula@energy.state.ca.us

Jennifer Jennings

Public Adviser

E-mail preferred
publicadviser@energy.state.ca.us
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