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I!Q1.... K,,", Counly RCIOUm: ConoavItion DillnCl 

1'2' N Norml SI.• SlOne C. RJdru... CA 9H'~ 

(760) +46-1317 (760) 446-)743 FlU 
E-mail.eken.:d@lwvisp.com 

May 12, 2010 

Eric Solaria, Project Manager 
Siting, Transmission and Environmental Prote<:tion Division 
California Energy CllmmillS;on 
1$16 Ninth Street, MS.I' 
Sacramento, California 9'814-5504 
esoJllJ~TW:r8Y,slD!c,ca.lIS 

Subject: Cornll1C1llS on Docket Number 09·AFC~. "Solar Millennium, Rid~rcsl Solar Power 
Projcct" 

Dear Sir, 
The Eastern Kern County Resource Conservation District (EKCRCD) would like 10 Ulke this 
opportunity 10 comment on the Solar Millennium Project. We are a division OrJOCIlJ IlOvemmenl 
opcnuing under Division 9 of the Resources Code of the SIDle of California. The proposed 
project liQ within tIx: boundaries of our dislrict and we bel~ that it is important to address the 
impactll oflhi! project upon lhc !IOil, water, air quality, plants, habitat, and wildlife l'eSOun:cs of 
the area, as weD lIS land usc issllc:S. 

The facility footprint is proposed to be 1,448 1lCl'eS. The land disturbance during construction 
and operation of the Project is of greal concern not only for loss of hltbiw and impacts to plant 
and wildlife endangered and threatened fcdcmlly and Slate listed species, btlt also for health 
issues for people living in the an:a. 

These health issues. including the incidence of Valley Fever and other dust related conditions 
need to beaddresscd both during Il/1d Ilf\er construction. 

The loss of prime habitat for the desert tortoisc is • major coneem. l1Ie l1f'Cll P10p0sed for the 
project coltJists of some of the best habitat for tortoises, supporting greater numbers oflOrtoisc:s 
than even the Desert Tortoise Natul1ll Area which has been set aside for their protection. 
EXCRCD recommends that conservation easements be established within the proposed project 
area ond that a fund be set lI$ide for management of the COltgefVtItion casements in perpetuity, 
However. the impllcts to lbc conncclivily corridor for the Mojave ground squirrel may not be 
Dble 10 be mitigated. 

The ~hase of private land for mitigation purposes poses its own problCtn.'lIlS it removes land 
from tlte \a,I{ roll!i and has long term effects upon the economy of Kern County. Sacrumcnto 
m:eives the tax dollors. oot Kem County. Using BLM land for the project rnetlOS financial 
benefit 10 the project proponent, but there is a long lena finll/1cial irnplld on the county for fire, 
police. schools, roads. all infrastruaurc issues. In reviewing the land use maps for the area, we 
believe that there may not be enough prlvale land available long tenn for purchase for mitigation 
for tIti5 project and other proposed projects. In addition there is no mitigation for loss of 
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recreational use and open $pIlCc for people. Looking at the BLM \and use maps, il is readily 
ftpplllcnlthatopensplceillat.premium in the Indian Wells Vall~. 

We recommcmd siting projects such as this on fallow agricuJtwalland Of other sites whcre llllld 
disturbance is not orsuch greal significance. 

We rocommend lhc lISe of best tnanIlgemeRl prxtiees prescribed by !he Natw1l1 Resources 
C~ Service and otncr EKCRCD partDe!'S sucb as the DustbuslCn Group in Antelope 
Valley be put in place to help pl'eVent soil erosion by wind and WIlier. 

The EI Paso Wash is • major flood channel canying floodwolcl'"S lOWIId the city of Ridaeaest 
during SIOml events.. We recommend that the ptlject addn:ss flood related issuc:s on she as well 
as impaas thlIl may be caused by Wl:am flow diversions. 

The projecllbly have potential siJllifil;an1 imp.cts 10 IfOUDdwater supplies and cffa;ts upon pre­
existina voundwa1ef wells thalll1lllC*by. AJ1y drops in WIller (ems in neaIby wells would noc 
support existing land IlXI or planned uses for which pamirs ha~"C been gh'al. AI. milurnum the 
proia:t Ihould put in place mooitorina welb and gnJUDdwater monitorina provisiom and provide 
data 10 the lDdian WellJ Valley Coopenuive Groundwater Management Group(lWVCGWMG). 

Thank you for the opportUnity to eommcnt. Please notifY the: Ea5tem Kern Coumy RCD of any
mcetinas which will be 00t1Ct:Jlled wittllhis p-ojoct. 

Sincerely, 

Donna Thomas, Ptesidenl 
EasIern Kern County R~ ConservItion District 

DT:jv 
CC:	 BLM Califomil Deser1 District 0fT1eC 

Ann: Janet Eubanks, Projcc1 MllIlager 


