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Enclosed are an original and one copy of Comments of California Unions for
Reliable Energy on the Proposed Revisions to the Committee Schedule. Please
process the document and provide us with a conformed copy in the envelope

enclosed.
Thank you.
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Energy Resources Conservation
and Development Commission
In the Matter of:

The Application for Certification for the Docket No. 09-AFC-9
Ridgecrest Solar Power Plant Project

COMMENTS OF CALIFORNIA UNIONS FOR RELIABLE ENERGY
ON THE PROPOSED REVISIONS TO THE COMMITTEE SCHEDULE

March 3, 2010
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California Unions for Reliable Energy (“CURE”) submits these
comments on the Proposed Revised Committee Schedule, pursuant to the
Committee’s February 26, 2010 email.

CURE agrees that a March 26, 2010 deadline for the publication of the
Staff Assessment provides a more realistic review timeframe, assuming that
Commission Staff, the BLM, and the Department of Energy are able to meet
their internal deadlines in the coming weeks. However, CURE is concerned
that the Staff Assessment will be lacking in significant information necessary
for an adequate evaluation of the Project under the California Environmental
Quality Act (“CEQA”). Missing information includes baseline information
required for an adequate analysis of significant impacts to biological
resources impacts and the identification of avoidance measures, alternatives
and required mitigation to address those impacts.

Since the Energy Commission has taken the extraordinary step of
eliminating the preliminary staff assessment, and in turn eliminating much
of the public and Intervenors’ opportunity to provide comments prior to a
final staff assessment, it would be more expedient and logical for Commission
Staff to wait until it has obtained all necessary information and has
completed its analysis before releasing the Staff Assessment. If Staff issues
its assessment prior to completing its analysis, the Committee would be
required to bifurcate the proceeding and require circulation of an addendum

for public review prior to additional evidentiary hearings. That eventuality is
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likely here as the Project presents significant challenges and Staff is
attempting to adhere to a fast-track schedule.

Additionally, the Staff Assessment should be complete prior to its
publication in order to provide the public with a clear understanding of what
1s being proposed and to avoid duplication of efforts.

CURE also agrees with the proposal to hold evidentiary hearings with
regard to disputed matters in Ridgecrest. Local hearings would allow greater
access for those who will be directly affected by matters decided in this
proceeding.

The proposed changes to the Committee schedule help further CEQA’s
requirement that all public agencies examine fully the environmental
consequences of actions they take. However, CURE urges the Committee to
adjust the schedule if the Staff Assessment is not complete prior to its
publication in order to avoid duplication of efforts and an inefficient use of
limited resources.

Dated: March 3, 2010 Respectfully submitted,

/sl
Elizabeth Klebaner
Tanya A. Gulesserian
Adams Broadwell Joseph & Cardozo
601 Gateway Boulevard, Suite 1000
South San Francisco, CA 94080
(650) 589-1660 Voice
(650) 589-5062 Facsimile
eklebaner@adamsbroadwell.com

Attorneys for the CALIFORNIA UNIONS
FOR RELIABLE ENERGY
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DECLARATION OF SERVICE

RIDGECREST SOLAR POWER PROJECT

Docket No. 09-AFC-9

I, Carol Horton, declare that on March 3, 2010, I served and filed
copies of the attached COMMENTS OF CALIFORNIA UNIONS FOR
RELIABLE ENERGY ON THE PROPOSED REVISIONS TO THE
COMMITTEE SCHEDULE dated March 3, 2010. The original document,
filed with the Docket Office, is accompanied by a copy of the most recent

Proof of Service list, located on the web page for this project at:
http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/solar millennium_ridgecrest/Ridgecrest POS.pdf.

The document has been sent to both the other parties in this
proceeding (as shown on the Proof of Service list) and to the Commission’s
Docket Office via email and U.S. Mail as addressed below.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and
correct. Executed at Sacramento, California on March 3, 2010.

/sl

Carol Horton

CALIFORNIA ENERGY
COMMISSION

Attn: Docket No. 09-AFC-9
1516 Ninth Street, MS-4
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512
docket@energy.state.ca.us

Alice Harron

Senior Project Manager

1625 Shattuck Avenue, Suite 270
Berkeley, CA 94709-1161
harron@solarmillennium.com

Elizabeth Copley

AECOM Project Manager

2101 Webster Street, Suite 1900
Oakland, CA 94612
Elizabeth.copley@aecom.com

Scott Galati

Galati/Blek, LLP

455 Capitol Mall, Suite 350
Sacramento, CA 95814

sgalati@gb-llp.com

Peter Weiner

Matthew Sanders

Paul Hastings Janofsky & Walker LLP
55 2nd Street, Suite 2400-3441

San Francisco, CA 94105
peterweiner@paulhastings.com
matthewsanders@paulhastings.com

California Unions for Reliable Energy
T.Gulesserian/M.D.Joseph/E.Klebaner
Adams Broadwell Joseph & Cardozo
601 Gateway Boulevard, Suite 1000
South San Francisco, CA 94080
tgulesserian@adamsbroadwell.com
eklebaner@adamsbroadwell.com

[VIA EMAIL ONLY]
Desert Tortoise Council Janet Eubanks, Project Manager e-recipient@caiso.com
Sidney Silliman US Dept. of the Interior, Bureau of [VIA EMAIL ONLY]
1225 Adriana Way Land Mngmnt., California Desert

Upland, CA 91784
gssilliman@csupomona.edu

District

22835 Calle San Juan de los Lagos
Moreno Valley, CA 92553

Janet Eubanks@ca.blm.gov

James D. Boyd

Vice Chair/Presiding Member
California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
jboyd@energy.state.ca.us

Anthony Eggert
Commissioner/Associate Member
California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street

Sacramento, CA 95814
aeggert@enerqy.state.ca.us

Kourtney Vaccaro, Hearing Officer
California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street

Sacramento, CA 95814
kvaccaro@energy.state.ca.us
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Eric Solorio, Project Manager
California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
esolario@energy.state.ca.us

Jared Babula, Staff Counsel
California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
jbabula@energy.state.ca.us

Jennifer Jennings

Public Adviser

California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street

Sacramento, CA 95814
publicadviser@energy.state.ca.us

Billy Owens

Director, Project Development
Solar Millennium

1625 Shattuck Ave. #270
Berkeley, CA 94709-1161
owens@solarmillennium.com

Basin and Range Watch
Laura Cunningham

Kevin Emmerich

PO Box 70

Beatty, NV 89003
bluerockiguana@hughes.net

Western Watersheds Project
Michael J. Connor, Ph.D.
California Director

PO Box 2364

Reseda, CA 91337-2364
mjconnor@westernwatersheds.org

Tim Qlson

Advisor to Commissioner Boyd
California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512
tolson@energy.state.ca.us
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