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Via Email and Federal Express

California Energy Commission
Attn: John Kessler, Project Manager RECD. MAY 07 2009
1516 Ninth Street, MS-4

Sacramento, CA 95814-5512

Re:  Draft Desert Tortoise Translocation/Relocation Plan for the Ivanpah Solar Electric
Generating System, 07-AFC- 5

Dear Mr. Kessler:

On behalf of the Sierra Club’s San Gorgonio Chapter, this letter is to comment on the Draft
Desert Tortoise Translocation/Relocation Plan submitted on March 19, 2009 for the Ivanpah
Solar Electric Generating System (ISEGS) Project in Supplemental Data Response Set 2A.

We concur with the conclusion set forth in your letter of April 29 to Mr. Woolard of Solar
Partners that additional information and details are necessary to an adequate
Translocation/Relocation Plan. Any take of the State- and Federally-protected desert tortoise at
the proposed ISEGS site must be minimized. We likewise support the specific comments on the
Draft Translocation/Relocation Plan made by staff, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the
California Department of Fish and Game. The comments accurately reflect what must be
incorporated in the final plan to reduce further threats to the desert tortoise.

We request that staff incorporate into the FSA, not only the specifics of the
Translocation/Relocation Plan, but the consensus of the Desert Tortoise Science Advisory
Committee (SAC) at its meeting of March 13, 2009 that “..translocation is fraught with long-
term uncertainties...and should not be considered lightly as a management option.” The SAC
recommended that: “When considered, translocation should be part of a strategic population
augmentation program, targeted toward depleted populations in areas containing ‘good’ habitat”.
The SAC further recommends that any translocations should be accompanied by research “to
study the effectiveness or success of the translocation relative to changes in land use,
management, or environmental condition.” The minutes of the SAC meeting are available on the
Desert Tortoise Recovery Office web site at
http://www.fws.gov/nevada/desert_tortoise/documents/sac/20090313_SAC_meeting_summary.p

df.

Respectfully Submitted,

AL Ml

Sidney Silliman
Sierra Club San Gorgonio Chapter and Desert Committee
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GENERATING SYSTEM PROOF OF SERVICE
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APPLICANT INTERESTED AGENCIES *Gloria Smith, Joanne Spalding
L Sidney Sifliman, Sierra Club
Solar Partners, LLC California 1ISO 85 Second Street, 20 I,
John Woolard, e-recipient@caiso.com San Francisco, CA 94105
Chief Executive Officer gloria.smith@sierraclub.org

1999 Harrison Street, Suite #500
Qakland, CA 94612

Steve De Young, Director
Project Manager

lvanpah SEGS

Environmental, Safety

and Health

1999 Harrison Street, Ste. 2150
Qakland, CA 94612
sdeyoung@brightsourceenergy.com

APPLICANT’S CONSULTANTS

John L. Carrier, J. D.

2485 Natomas Park Dr. #600
Sacramento, CA 95833-2937
icarrier@ch2m.com

COUNSEL FOR APPLICANT

Jeffery D. Harris

Ellison, Schneider

& Harris L.L.P.

2600 Capitol Avenue, Ste. 400
Sacramento, CA 95816-5905
idh@eslawfirm.com

[

Tom Hurshman,

Project Manager

Bureau of Land Management
2465 South Townsend Ave.
Montrose, CO 81401
fom_hurshman@bim.gov

Sterling White, Field Manager
Bureau of Land Management
1303 South Highway 95
Needles, CA 92363

sterling white@bim.gov

Becky Jones

California Department of
Fish & Game

36431 41st Street East
Palmdale, CA 93552
dfgpaim@adelphia.net

INTERVENORS

California Unions for Reliable
Energy ("CURE")

Tanya A. Gulesserian

Marc D. Joseph

Adams Broadwell Joseph &
Cardozo

601 Gateway Boulevard, Ste 1000
South San Francisco, CA 94080

tqulesserian@adamsbroadwell.com

joanne.spalding@sierraclub.org

gssiliman@csupomona.edu

E-mail Preferred

Joshua Basofin, CA Rep.
Defenders of Wildlife
1303 J Street, Ste. 270
Sacramento, CA 95814
jbasofin@defenders.org

ENERGY COMMISSION

JEFFREY D. BYRON
Commissioner and Presiding
Member
ibyron@enerqy.state.ca.us

JAMES D, BOYD

Vice Chairman and
Associate Member
jboyd@energy.state.ca.us

Paul Kramer
Hearing Officer
pkramer@enerqgy stafe ca.us

John Kessler
Project Manager
ikessler@energy.state.ca.us

Dick Ratiiff
Staff Counsel
dratliff@energy.state.ca.us

Elena Miller
Public Adviser
publicadviser@energy.state.ca.us




DECLARATION OF SERVICE

l, Violet VLelicec | declare that on_May T . 2009, | served and filed copies of the
attached_ Lette .dated M,y 7 . 2009. The original document, filed with
the Docket Unit, is accompanied by a copy of the most recent Proof of Service list,
located on the web page for this project at:

[www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/ivanpah]. The document has been sent to both the
other parties in this proceeding (as shown on the Proof of Service list) and to the
Commission’s Docket Unit, in the following manner:

(Check all that Apply)

FOR SERVICE TO ALL OTHER PARTIES:

sent electronically to all email addresses on the Proof of Service list; /
LAY Sz.;(;;;\ci S{‘ igfjcof\.fi F{ P,

ga\*\ anciscg \ C.A O\L"EOS"

X___by personal delivery or by depositing in the United States mail at
with first-class postage thereon fully prepaid and addressed as provided
on the Proof of Service list above to those addresses NOT marked “email
preferred.”

AND

FOR FILING WITH THE ENERGY COMMISSION:

X sending an original paper copy and one electronic copy, mailed and emailed
respectively, to the address below (preferred method);

OR
depositing in the mail an original and 12 paper copies, as follows:

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION
Attn: Docket No. O% - AFc-S
1516 Ninth Street, MS-4
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512
docket@energy.state.ca.us

| declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
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