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Discussion: CE Obsidian Energy LLC filed an Application for Certification (AFC) on July

29, 2002, to construct a 185 megawatt geothermal power plant project near
Calipatria in Imperial County. Public Resources Code section 25540.2
exempts the Applicant from the Notice of Intention process as a necessary
precedent to the Application for Certification upon a demonstration that
commercial quantities of geothermal resources are available for the project.

Following the Informational Hearing on November 19, 2002, the Committee
conducted a hearing to determine whether there are commercial quantities of
geothermal resources for the proposed power plant. Commercial quantities
of a geothermal resource means "enough geothermal steam or hot water
resources from a sufficient number of wells to support a reasonable
conclusion that a proposed power plant will be able to achieve the applicant's
estimated gross capacity over the life of the project.” (Title 20, Calif. Code of
Regs., section 1804(a).

Testimony consisted of the declarations of Dennis Kespereit from the
Applicant, Steve Baker from the Energy Commission Staff, and Michael
Woods from the Department of Conservation, Division of Qil and Gas. The
unanimous, uncontroverted testimony of the witnesses was that there are
commercial quantities of geothermal resources for the life of the project. (RT
11/19/02 pp. 77-78) )

Finding & Order: The Committee finds that there are commercial quantities of geothermal
resources, within the meaning of Public Resources Code section 25540.2
and applicable regulations, for the operation of the project for its planned
lifetime.

The Committee orders that the project is exempt from the Notice of Intention
process and is eligible for processing as an Application for Certification.
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