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Please Vote Against This Plant
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Air pollutlon causes cancer

W{!—IO agency

BY MARIA CHE ” s '7 /7

- AP Medical Writer ﬂﬂq &W
LONDON ~—What mdny commuters

gfggﬁ/des |

Zl/" 2L )
fine paruclcs that deposited deep in

the lungs of_
e TW&TES?%CUJI things for the indi-

choking on smog havé long suspected has X vidual to avoid,” he said, while observing
finally been scientifically validated: air pol- 1 the worrying dark clouds from nearby fac-

lution causes lung cancer. <

tories that he could see from his office win-

The International Agency for Research p  dow in Lyon on Wednesday. “When [ walk

on Cancer declared on Thursday that air
pollution is a carcinogen, alongside known
dangerssuch as asbestos, tobacco and
ultraviolet radiation: The decision came
after a consultation by an expert panel
organized by IARC, the cancer agency of °
the World Health Organization, which is-
based in Lyon, France.

“The air most people breathe has
become polluted with a comphcated mix-
ture of cancer-causing su ces,” said
Kurt Straif, head of the JARC department

_that evaluates carcinogens. He said the
-agency now considers pollution to be “the
most important environmental carcino-
gen,” ahead of second-hand cigaretté and
cigar smoke.

_IARC had previously deemed some of -
the components in air pollution such as
diesel fumes to be carcinogens, but this is
the first time it has classified air pollution
in its entirety as cancer causing.

The risk to the individual is low, but
Straif said the main sources of pollution-
are widespread, including transportation,
power plants, and industrial and agricul-_
tural emissions.

Air pollution is a complex mixture that

. Includes gases and particulate matter, and
IARC said one of its primary risks is the

* on a street where there’s heavy pollution

from diesel exhaust, I try to go a bit further
away,” he said. “So that’s something you
cando.” .

The fact that nearly everyone on the
planet is exposed to outdoor pollution
could prompt governments and other
agencies to adopt stricter controls on .
spewing fumes. Straif noted that WHO and -
the European Commission are revnewmg
their recommended limits on air pollution.

Previously, pollution had been found to
boost the chances of heart and respiratory
dxseaaes L

“The expert panel’s classification was
made after scientists analyzed more than
1,000 studies worldwide and concluded
there was enough evidence that exposure
to outdoor air pollutlon causes lung can-
cer.

In 2010, IARC said there were more tha.n
220,000 lung cancer deaths worldwide ’

“conmected 10 air poliution. The agency also
noted @tk with a slightly higher risk of

bladder cancer.

Straif said there were dramanc differ-
ences in air quality between cities around ..
the world and that the most polluted
metropolises were in China and India,
where people frequently don masks.




Pollution deserves more press

[ was depressed to see the article in the Oct.
18 Californian titled, “Air Pollution causes can*
cer, WHO agency concludes.” I think most of -
us know that diesel exhaust is carcig ic, -
and that air g -
bronchitis, and harms the Tung development !
¢Fevery child living with bad air.

But the World Health Organization’s infor- -
mation was a big reminder for all of us living -
here in th€worst air , :
Equally if not nfore dépressing was
ment of this article onpage 35. This should
have been first-page, above-the-fold news, It |
seems every week we hear of yet another proj----

t being brought to Kern that, while providing"
employment, will ulimately lower our quality ™!
oflife and possibly cause prémature and costly”
' inking of the Hy: -

fornia project, with it
diesel] trucks carryingTo: _
years. I'am thinking of the increase inol = * ©
‘development in-our valley, with all of those -+«
¢ trucks, movement of earth and drill rigs. This. -
is an environmental-justice issue that should ™"
be on page 1. ' _
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