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Lois Henry CALIFORNIAN COLUMNIST

This little critter could have a big impact.

to speak And the local farming commu
nity doesn t like whete 1t s landed
The US Iish and Wildhfe Service
finally came out with 4 designation of
criical habitat for the Buena Vista
Lake ornate shrew June 20 includ
ing nearly 2 400 acres in Kern
County after nearly a decade of
wrangling over the tiny mole
like creature
This could be a really big
dea! Or it could be nothing at
all
The problem 1s people aren t
sure and that uncertainty 1s
causing a lot of angst
After reading the habitat
designation document by
Fish and Wildlife Thave to

he other shrew has finally dropped so
over nothing

wildiife

3}

say it does seems like a whole lot of bother
Even within 1ts own document Fish and

designation won tmean much to

most people 1t won t impdct private

land ownership won t umpact cur
rent land uses or operations

ignate shrew habitat as critical

repeats over and over that the

won timpact utiities won t
umpact canals water techarge
Uperauons water pumpmg
water dehivery etc

Heck even the Center for

Biological Diversity which sued

to force Fish and Wildlife to des

acknowledged the designation ;
has extremely limited band
width

Pl a

TheBu na fs a
l.ake shrew for
merly occupied
the marshlands of
the San Joaguin
Valley and the
Tulare Basin Its
range has become
much restricted
due to the loss of
lakes and sloughs
in the area It has
been recorded
from the Kern Lake
Preserve area and
the Kern National
Wildlife Refuge in
California
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CONTINUED FROM B1

it s hecatise a tedersl
critical habitat designation
onlv comes intn play il
another lederal agencey, or
federal funding. is ivolved
it anew ar aliered project
on critical hahitar land. Then
Fisheand Wildlile is required
ta be “consulted.”

Sl e ertical labitat
designation is on private
property and someone
wants 1o build o house there,
ol well” said Hleene Ander-
~o1n a biologist with the cen-
ter " There's no mechanism
under the federal act 1o pre-
vent that from happening.”

So, again, why all the
bother?

Because no one really
knows what "consult”
means (o Fish and Wildlife.
Nor, exactly, how far and
thin the connection 1o
another lederal agency
could he stretehed.

lor example, the city of
Lakersfield was very con-
cerned about having its
water bank west of Stockdale
Highway included as critical
habiti because it some-
tmes takes water from the
lederaliy owned Cenal Vai-
lev Project.

Would that be enough to
trigger a Vish and Wildlife
consultation? And would it
mean Fish and Wildlife
would have to approve every
water exchange involving
the bunk?

Tl risks could be
extremely high i the city
didn’t feel it had crossed the
consultation threshold but
the teds thought it had.

The city had no intention
of getting anywhere near
that doorway.

Nearly a decade ago, the
city created its own shrew
management plin to protect
the creature on its witer
bank. It reached out to Fish
and Wildlife seeking input
on the plan and developed a
strong working relationship
with the federal ugency.

e city's water bank was
pointedly excluded from
critical habitat designation
and Fish and Wildlife went
on at some length in its des-
1gnation document praising
the cny forits efforts.

Others inthe county were
more than o bit perplesed

The Bakorsfictd Cahtormian Sunday, July 7, 2013

HENRY: Designation could mean major changes

Buena Vista Lake shrew designated habitats

Units 1A, 1B, 1C

acres as critical habitat for the Buena Vista Lake shrew (a

small mammal in the mole family).
The listed habitat areas are:

of the Reserve
man.

Interstate 5.

= 1,274 acres in the Goose Lake Slu_ughT about 10 miles south
S

Maricopa

*—//—/ﬁ
= 270 acres in the €oles Levee Ecosystem Preserye, near )
___,___,/'/

g I
5 acres in Kern Lake, south of Herring Road near

= 272 acres in the Semitropic Ecological Reserve about
seven miles south of the Kern National Wildlife Reserve.
= 97 acres in the Lemoore Wetland Reserve in Kings County.
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On the air

Lois Henry appears on
“First Look with Scott
Cox" every Wednesday
on KERN 1180 AM from 9
to 10 a.m. The show is
also broadcast live on
www.bakersfield.com.
You can get your two
cents in by calling 842-
KERN.

already has extensive con-
servation plans, such as the
Coles Levee Ecosystem Pre-
serve.

Lh. Those plans didn't
specifically address the
shrew, or they were incom-
plete, according to Fish and
Wildlife's designation docu-
nmient.

That wasn't the case back
in 2005 when Fish and
Wildlife issued its first desig-
nation document. At the
time, those same plans
passed muster and the lands
they were attached to were
excluded from the eritical
habitat designation, said
Rob Kunde, president of the
Kern County Farm Burcau
and manager of Wheeler

Cener for Biologieal Diversi
ty sued, Suddenly. those
plans weren't good cnough,
Kunde said.

“Itwould hiave made per-
fect senise forthe Service
(Fish and Wildlifey ta usk
tiat those plans be tweiked
to include the shirew.” bie
satid.

“AlT can tell vouis the
distribution of common
sense inthe tederal govern
ment varies dramatically.”

Now, he said, kirmers and
water districts are vers nerv-
ous about these designa-
tions and the general public
should be as well.

Since shrews cat insects,
he suggested. mosguuo
abatement efforts could he
limited on these Tands.

e predicted that furms
adjacent o the protected
lands would be affecied.
That's because most herbi
cides and pesticides have
required bulfer zones 1o pre-
vent driltonto protected
lands

“Ihis designation means
the use of tat farmer's field
is suddenly restricied.”
Runde siid,

And because the shres

Delanc
13 McFarland
o Lost Hills . 03
Unit6 =
Wasco
0o
Units 2A, 2B _
Shatter
Kern County LX]
Detail area
Unit 4 Ixa
1o
R = sec 3
: Arvin
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has designated 2,485 Taft Units 5A, 5B

166

Frazier Park

Or the designation could
wmean no real changes atall,
as Fish and Wildlife s desig-
nation document seems (o
intimate.

Kunde didn't hold ou
much hope of that.

“There's a significant
amount of mistrust of the
Service in the water and ag
Communtivy,”

Farmers now have to
decidewhether they can live
with the designation or go 1o
CoLrt. )

e Conter for Biological
Diversiy man be mulling the
same cholee as itwas
appalled ish and Wildlife
didn’t designate more than
5.000 acres as eritical Babitat
instead of what it considered
anmadeqguate 2400 acres.

I gness what it all really
means 1swe e sill waiting
tor the uthier shrew o drop

Sorry. conldn’t resist.
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