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Staff Workshop on Public Interest Energy Research 
Benefits Assessment 

The California Energy Commission staff will conduct a workshop to provide a forum to 
discuss how the Public Interest Energy Research (PIER) program currently evaluates 
the benefits resulting from energy research, development, and demonstration (RD&D) 
projects and to learn from other research organizations about how they approach 
benefits assessment.  The workshop outcome will be a recommendation on a 
methodology for benefits analysis for future energy research programs to define, 
assess, and determine the public benefits from PIER RD&D projects.  The workshop will 
bring together benefits analysts and practitioners from state agencies, federal agencies, 
academia, and other members of the public. 
 

THURSDAY, MAY 19, 2011  
Beginning at 9:30 a.m. 

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION 
1516 Ninth Street 

First Floor, Hearing Room A 
Sacramento, California 

(Wheelchair Accessible) 
 

Remote Attendance and Availability of Documents 
Internet Webcast - Presentations and audio from the meeting will be broadcast via our 
WebEx web meeting service.  For details on how to participate via WebEx, please see 
the “Remote Attendance” section toward the end of this notice. 
 
Documents and presentations for this meeting will be available online at:  

 
[www.energy.ca.gov/2011_energypolicy/index.html] 
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Purpose  
 
The purpose of the PIER Benefits Assessment Workshop is to provide input to the 
preparation of the 2011 Integrated Energy Research (IEPR) proceeding which will be 
based on discussions of the methods related to the PIER Program’s ongoing benefits 
assessments: economic benefits from PIER RD&D, environmental benefits from PIER 
RD&D, and grid security/reliability benefits.   
 
Also to be discussed will be the attribution of benefits, given that many PIER projects 
are funded by more than one source often from both the public and private sectors.  The 
impact of benefits assessment related to the intrinsic uncertainty of research outcomes 
will also be discussed.  
 

Background 
 
PIER currently collects information about a range of benefits resulting from RD&D 
projects; captures information about leveraged funds that are applied to RD&D; and has 
done programmatic evaluations including those related to royalties originating from PIER-
funded RD&D.  Now PIER is expanding the assessment to incorporate the best practices 
from other research organizations and to suggest to others benefits assessment 
approaches to use.  Through the discussions in this workshop, and subsequent activities, 
PIER will solicit feedback on the benefits assessment methods currently used by PIER 
and work to refine the methods to make them more robust. 
 

Written Comments  
 
Written comments on the meeting topics must be submitted by 5 p.m. on May 13, 2011. 
Please include the docket number 11-IEP-1N and indicate” PIER Benefits Assessment 
Workshop” in the subject line or first paragraph of your comments.  
 
All filings in the IEPR proceeding may now be done electronically.  Please send 
your comments in either Microsoft Word format or as a Portable Document File (PDF) 
by electronic mail to [docket@energy.state.ca.us] or send them on a Compact Disc to:  
 

California Energy Commission 
Dockets Office, MS-4 

Re:  Docket No. 11-IEP-1N 
1516 Ninth Street  

Sacramento, CA  95814-5512 
 
Please include your name or organization’s in the name of the file.  Signatures may be 
indicated on electronic copies by embedding a scanned signature graphic, “Original 
signed by” or similar words, or a scanned copy of the signature page may be appended 
to the electronic file. 

 



A hardcopy original may also be submitted to the Dockets Office during the workshop 
comment window.  All written materials relating to this workshop will be filed with the 
Dockets Office and become part of the public record in this proceeding. 
 

Public Participation 
 
The Energy Commission’s Public Adviser’s Office provides the public assistance in 
participating in Energy Commission activities.  If you want information on how to 
participate in this forum, please contact the Public Adviser’s Office at  
(916) 654-4489 or toll free at (800) 822-6228, by FAX at (916) 654-4493, or by e-mail at 
[PublicAdviser@energy.state.ca.us]  If you have a disability and require assistance to 
participate, please contact Lou Quiroz at (916) 654-5146 at least five days in advance.  
 
Please direct all news media inquiries to the Media and Public Communications Office at 
(916) 654-4989, or by e-mail at [mediaoffice@energy.state.ca.us].  
 
If you have questions on the technical subject matter, please contact Jean Baronas, PIER 
Benefits Group at (916) 327-1312, or by e-mail at [jbaronas@energy.state.ca.us].  For 
general questions regarding the IEPR proceeding, please contact Lynette Green, IEPR 
project manager, at (916) 653-2728 or by e-mail at [lesterno@energy.state.ca.us]. 
 
The service list for the 2011 IEPR is handled electronically.  Notices and documents for 
this proceeding are posted to the Energy Commission website at 
[www.energy.ca.gov/2011_energypolicy/index.html].  When new information is posted, 
an e-mail will be sent to those on the energy policy e-mail list server.  We encourage 
those who are interested in receiving these notices to sign up for the list server through 
the website [www.energy.ca.gov/listservers/index.html]. 
 
Remote Attendance 
 
You can participate in this meeting through WebEx, the Energy Commission's online 
meeting service.  Presentations will appear on your computer screen, and you listen to 
the audio via your telephone.  Please be aware that the meeting's WebEx audio and on-
screen activity may be recorded. 
 
Computer Log-on with Telephone Audio: 
 

1. Please go to [https://energy.webex.com] and enter the unique meeting number: 
926 950 440 

2. When prompted, enter your name other information as directed and the meeting 
password: benefits2011! (password is case sensitive) 
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mailto:mediaoffice@energy.state.ca.us


 

Teleconference: 
 
After logging in on the computer, an AUDIO CONFERENCE BOX will offer you the 
choice of phone connections:  
 

1. TO HAVE WEBEX CALL YOU BACK: Type your area code and phone number 
and click "Call Me".  

2. TO CALL INTO THE TELECONFERENCE: Use the drop-down box to select "I 
will call in" and follow the on-screen directions.  

3. INTERNATIONAL CALLERS: Click on the "Global call-in number" link in part (2) 
above  

4. TO LISTEN OVER THE COMPUTER: If you have the needed equipment and 
your computer is configured, click on "Use Computer Headset" and then "Call 
Using Computer" to use VoIP (Internet phone)  
 

TELEPHONE ONLY (NO COMPUTER ACCESS): Call 1-866-469-3239 (toll-free in the 
U.S. and Canada) and when prompted enter the unique meeting number: 926 950 440. 
International callers can select their number from  
[https://energy.webex.com/energy/globalcallin.php]. 

 
If you have difficulty joining the meeting, please call the WebEx Technical Support 
number at 1-866-229-3239.  
 
Date: May 5, 2011 
 
Mail Lists: energypolicy, research, pierbuilding, natural gas 
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