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Jack P. Broadbent
EXECUTIVE OFFICER/APCO

July 14, 2017

The Honorable Robert Weisenmiller, Chair
California Energy Commission

1516 Ninth Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Comments on the 2017 Integrated Energy Policy Report (IEPR) Regarding
the Development and Use of Renewable Gas as an Electricity Source and
Transportation Fuel to Reduce Short-Lived Climate Pollutants

Dear Chair Weisenmiller:

On behalf of the Bay Area Air Quality Management District (Air District), [ am
writing to express our support of the California Energy Commission’s (CEC)
effort to develop and use renewable gas as an electricity source and
transportation fuel to reduce short-lived climate pollutants (SLCPs). This effort
is consistent with the goals outlined in the Air District’s recently adopted 2017
Clean Air Plan, a multi-pollutant plan that provides a roadmap for the Air
District’s efforts to reduce emissions of air pollutants and greenhouse gases
(GHGs) in the Bay Area.

The impacts of climate change are clearly felt today in the Bay Area and
California. Climate change will have profound impacts on the natural and the
man-made systems that sustain us, affecting the environment, public health, and
the economy at the local, regional and global scales. CEC’s effort in facilitating
the use of renewable natural gas is consistent with the Air District’s key control
strategies such as reducing emissions of “super-GHGs” including methane, and
decarbonizing the energy system by making the electricity supply carbon-free.

In addition, the Bay Area is home to over 5.7 million on-road vehicles that are
responsible for approximately 40% of the criteria pollutants and 36% of the
greenhouse gases emitted in the region. CEC’s effort to support the use of
renewable gas as a transportation fuel in combination with the technological
advancement in ultra-Low NOx natural gas engines will help Bay Area fleet
operators to significantly reduce emissions of both criteria air pollutants and
GHGs, and ultimately help the Bay Area attain its clean air and GHG emissions
reduction goal. In addition, many of these Low NOx engines will displace the
use of heavy-duty diesel engines, reducing the impacts of toxic diesel particulate
matter in disadvantaged communities.

The Air District has extensive experience helping the region’s transit agencies
in their transition to clean, alternative fuel vehicles and has awarded and
managed over $400 million in incentives for clean transportation projects since
1992. Based on our experience, we encourage the CEC to continue to support
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a broad portfolio of clean transportation-fuel options, including renewable natural gas,
electricity, and hydrogen, to help our region and the State to achieve our shared climate
protection and air quality improvement goals.

Recognizing the climate and air quality benefits as well as the financial and technical
challenges associated CEC’s effort, we look forward to continuing working with CEC and
other stakeholders on the development and use of renewable gas as an electricity source and
transportation fuel. With increased availability of this fuel going forward, the Air District will
be able to leverage $20 to $40 million of annual funding for projects that use renewable natural
gas to reduce both GHG and criteria air pollutant emissions in the Bay Area and California.

If you have any questions regarding this letter please contact Damian Breen, Deputy Air
Pollution Control Officer at (415) 749-5041.

Sincerely,

Executive Officer/APCO
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