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Technical Group Contributions
Environmental and Land Use Technical Group

• Identify, compile, document, and make available state‐wide 
data (and west‐wide to the extent feasible) relevant to 
renewable energy planning.

• Discuss, and recommend methodologies, to use the assembled 
data to assess areas and combinations of areas to evaluate 
environmental sensitivities and land use considerations.

• Work interactively with RETI Plenary Group to evaluate 
conceptual‐level combinations of potential renewable energy 
generation areas, transmission and potential transmission 
corridors.
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Plenary Group
Month‐by‐month Timeline

Month Objectives

January Explore planning goals (GHG, renewables, and system)

February Gather renewable resource information, studies of potential 2030 value

March Understand environmental, land use, and transmission constraints and 
opportunities; Recommend assessment approach

April Gather/build conceptual resource combinations

May Explore environmental and transmission implications

June Discuss draft options and implications for renewables and transmission

July Analyze options and implications for common or critical elements

August Review and refine conclusions and recommendations

September Release draft report
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Environmental and Land Use 
Technical Group 

• Completed

• Data Basin Gateway
• Assemble statewide datasets
• Identify focus data sets for reporting
• Identify reporting format
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Environmental Datasets
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1. Protected Areas
2. Terrestrial Landscape Intactness
3. Federal Designated Critical Habitat
4. California Natural Diversity Database
5. Areas of Conservation Emphasis
6. Essential Habitat Connectivity Assessment
7. Important Bird Areas
8. Climate 



Environmental Profile Report
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Statewide Datasets
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Regional Datasets
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Regional Datasets
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RETI 2.0 Datasets
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Environmental and Land Use 
Technical Group 

• Next Steps
• Review available datasets 
• Identify new and additional data sets
• Review proposed reporting format

• Run a “test” area
• Aerial Impacts: Avian – Birds and Bats
• Summarize profiles and compare areas
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Environmental and Land Use 
Technical Group 

12

California Energy 
Commission

California Public 
Utilities Commission



Environmental and Land Use 
Technical Group 

• Next Steps

• Integrate local agency land use data

• Integrate with WECC wide environmental 
data, data from other states, and available 
project specific data sets
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