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Keep Diablo Canyon running

As a Democrat, a left-wing environmentalist, and a geologist working on nuclear issues for the last 30 years since
graduating from CalTech in 1985, I implore you to keep Diablo Canyon operating for another 20 years. To replace
that amount of energy will require over 3,000 large MW wind turbines at a cost of over $4 billion, 4 million tons of
steel, 4 million tons of concrete, and an entire natural gas plant as back-up. The extreme regulatory oversight is one
reason U.S. nuclear power plants have been so safe for so long, and will continue. Plus, closing the plant does not
remove the nuclear issues, or the waste, or the need to decommission - it just stops the plant from producing
carbon-free energy, adds a huge cost and prevents the plant from paying off all of its own costs. Keeping a safe
working plant open is not the same as building a new one.
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