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HIGH DESERT POWER PROJECT—STATUS UPDATE

On August 3, 2017, the California Energy Commission Committee (Committee)
assigned to conduct proceedings on the Project Owner’s Petition for Modification to
Drought-Proof the High Desert Power Plant filed “Orders After July 10, 2017, Committee
Conference” (Committee Orders), which requires all parties to file a status report by
August 15, 2017. As requested, staff's proposed changes to the Soil & Water
compliance conditions are attached.

There has been no final agreement among the parties on the compliance conditions for
the project. Staff and the parties have been working on stipulated language in those
areas where we do have agreement, and where we continue to have disagreement,

to distill the topics down for focused hearings. On August 11, 2017, staff docketed

its most recent proposal of compliance conditions along with a memo discussing the
edited soil and water conditions and the areas of potential agreement and
disagreement.” While staff has not yet received a formal response from the parties,
preliminary feedback from the project owner suggests negotiations are stalled and the
parties are at an impasse.

" See Docket #: 97-AFC-01C, TN#: 220705, Energy Commission Staff's Proposed Stipulation Language
For The High Desert Power Project (HDPP, 97-AFC-01C) Recycled Water Use.



California Energy Commission Staff Proposed Stipulation Language for the
High Desert Power Project Conditions of Certification SOIL&WATER-1, 4, 5, 6, 13, 22

SOIL&WATER-1 Watex Supplies

The only water used for project operation (except for domestic purposes) shall be State

Water Project (SWP) water obtained by the project owner consistent with the provisions of the

Mojave Water Agency’s (MWA) Ordinance 9 and/or appropriately treated recycled waste

water.,—andfor an—alternative—water—supply—obtained—{rom—the-Mojave—RiverBasin—{(MRE
. ey 11

v
- e oo - v - ~ < B -

a.-1—The project owner willshall use recycled waste water as—the—primary—water
supply, to the extent it is available and its quality is sufficient to maintain cooling
tower functions and reliable operation of the facility, provided that the use of
recycled waste water:
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waste water may be blended w1th elther (a) dlrectly avallable SWP water or (b)
banked SWP Water : :

At the project owner’s discretion, dry cooling may be used instead, if an
amendment to the Commission’s decision allowing dry cooling is approved.

[ R i h the project to maintai ir i
tower blowdown rate (CT Blowdown Rate) based on the CT Blowdown Formula
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b-d.The project owner shall report, on or before the 15th of each month, the use of

water from all sources for the prior month to the Energy-Commission-CPM in acre-
feet. The monthly report shall include acre-feet usage by source, as well as total.
peci g ed water events of unavailability or quality 1es will also be

e-¢.The project’s water supply facilities shall be appropriately sized and utilized to
meet project needs. The project shall make maximum use of recycled waste water
for power plant cooling given current equipment capabilities and permit conditions.

VERIFI
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MRB—Water—Pa-g-hts—The pro_]ect owner shall report all use of water QMM!&[
unavailability in acre feet to the Energy-Commission-CPM and CDEFW on a monthly basis
for each supply: Recycled Water, SWP Water, and Banked SWP Water (injected and

percolated);—and- MRB-Water-Rights. The monthly report shall contain a brief statement on
(—1-)-the water quantlty and water quahty of the supphes avarlable in the pnor month gng_d_a];a

i nd-of-the-fifth-year-of-comme n-tThe project owner shall may
inject SWP water when itis avallab]e in excess of volumes needed to operate the project,
up to a cumulative quantity of 13,000 acre-feet, subject to equipment capabilities and
permit requirements. The amount of injected SWP_ water available to HDPP for
extraction is equal to Injection minus Extraction minus Dissipation minus 1000 acre-feet,
as defined in SOIL&WATER-6.

eemefeta-l-epem&ea Forecasted estlmates of SWP water to be m]ected shall be mcluded in the
quarterly Aqulfer and Storage Recovery Well Report ¥he—prepet—ew&emhal-l—submrt—a—U¥
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SOIL&WATER-5 Calculation of Water Bank Balance

a. The amount of injected, banked groundwater available to the project shall be calculated
by the CEC-CPM using the High Desert Power Project (HDPP) model, FEMFLOW3D.
The amount of injected, banked groundwater available shall be updated on a calendar
year basis by the CEC-CPM staff, taking into account the amount of groundwater
pumped by the project during the preceding year and the amount of water banked by the
project during the preceding year.

. When calculating the amount of injected, banked groundwater available to the project,
EEG-the CPM staffshall subtract any amount of water that is produced by VieterValley
Yictorville Water District (VWD) from the project wells for purposes other than use by
the project that exceeds the baseline, as defined in SOIL&WATER-17(1).

. Each annual model run shall simulate the actual sequence of historic pumping and
injection since the injection program began. From the model runs, the EEC-CPM Staff
shall determine the amount of groundwater available for each new calendar year. If the

amount of jnjected, banked groundwater-available-te-the-preject is less than one (1)
year’s supply plus 1,000 acre-feet, the CEC-CPMStaff shall determine the amount of

groundwater available to the project on a quarterly basis.

After the end of the first month after one full year (12 months) of commercial operation, the
project owner shall submit to the CES-CPM and te-the-CDFGW in writing, on a quarterly basis,
a monthly accountmg of all groundwater pumped, and all SWP water treated and injected, and
ke n by MWA. in the preceding quarter. Within thirty
(30) days of recexpt of the approved annual storage agreement, pursuant to SOIL&WATER-2,
the project owner shall submit to the EEES-CPM and to the CDFGW _an annual written estimate
of the anticipated amount of SWP water that will be banked and the anticipated amount of
groundwater that will be pumped in the coming year. If the amount of injected, banked

groundwater available to the project is less than ene-{1} year’s supply plus ene-theusand-(1,000)
acre-feet, quarterly estimates of anticipated injection and withdrawal will be required. Fhe-CEC

CEC-The CPM Staff-shall use this information in the HDPP model to evaluate the amount of
banked groundwater available and to calculate the approximate rate of decay_fg[_humggtmn
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bank. GEC-The CPM Staff-shall notify the project owner within thirty-£30) days of the amount
of banked groundwater available to be pumped in the new calendar year or in the next quarter, if

applicable.
SOIL&WATER-6 Banked Water Available for Project Use

ab- The amount of banked groundwater available to the project after the first twelve

€12) months of commercial operation is;_(1) the amount of SWP water percolated in
accordance with SOIL&WATER-4(be): and (2) the amount of SWP water injected by

the project owner into the project wells, minus the amount of groundwater pumped by the
project owner, minus the amount of dissipated groundwater, minus ene-theusand-(1,000)
acre feet, and minus any amount described in SOIL&WATER-5(b).

b.e- During the three (3) years prior to project closure, the project owner may
withdraw the balance of banked groundwater determined to be available to the project,
except for-one—thousand—1,000) acre-feet, pursuant to SOIL&WATER-5. The project
owner is not required to replace this final withdrawal of groundwater. However, during
the three (3) years prior to project closure, at no time may the balance of banked
groundwater decline below ene-thousand-<1,000) acre-feet. Furthermore, there must be a
remaining balance of ene-theusand-(1,000) acre-feet banked in the groundwater system at
closure, as determined to be available to the project pursuant to SOIL&WATER-5. This
balance of ene-thousand—1,000} acre-feet must remain in the groundwater system, and
the project owner, by contract or other conveyance, may not transfer the rights to this
balance.

¢. The project shall not operate for longer than thirty (30) years unless the Commission has
approved an amendment to its license that specifically evaluates the water resources
impacts of continued operation and imposes any mitigation necessary to ameliorate any
identified impacts.

VERIFICATION: The project owner shall use the same verification as for SOIL& WATER-5;
however, in addition, any facility closure plan submitted during that last three (3) years of
commercial operation shall address the disposition of any remaining water available to the
project, as well as the disposition of the water treatment facility.

SOIL&WATER-13

The project owner shall implement the approved water treatment and monitoring plan. All
banked injected SWP water shall be treated to meet local groundwater conditions as identified in
Condition SOIL&WATER-12. Treatment levels may be revised by the CEG-CPM and, if

applicable, by the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB), based upon changes in
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local groundwater quality identified in the monitoring program not attributable to the
groundwater banking program. Monitoring results shall be submitted annually to the CEC-CPM
and, if applicable, to the RWQCB.

VERIFICATION: The project owner shall annually submit monitoring results as specified in
the approved plan to the EEC-CPM. The project owner shall identify any proposed changes to
SWP water treatment levels for review and approval by the CEC-Energv Commission and, if
appropriate, the Lahontan RWQCB. The project owner shall notify the RWQCB, the VVWD,
and the EEC-CPM of the injection of any inadequately treated SWP water into the aquifer due to
an upset in the treatment process or for other reasons. Monitoring results shall be submitted to
the CEC-CPM,

Revised 8/10/17 by MSL 7



	Document.pdf
	Document.pdf



