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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
COMMANDER NAVY REGION SOUTHWEST 

750 PACIFIC HIGHWAY 
SAN DIEGO CA 92132,0058 l:'i REPLY REFER TO: 

5090 
SerN45 
14 OCT 2026 

Mr. Drew Bohan 
Executive Director 
California Energy Commission 
715 P Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Mr. Bohan: 

SUBJECT: 99-AFC-0 1 C ELK HILLS POWER CAL CAPTURE PROJECT 

REFERENCE: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE FLIGHT INFORMATION PUBLICATION 
(FLIP) AP/ I 8 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the proposed CalCapture Project to ensure compatibility 
with the Navy's training, testing and operations. We appreciate the coordination with the 
California Energy Commission (CEC) staff. This letter is for inclusion in the CEC docket to 
document our interagency coordination, potential mission impacts, and the available airspace 
mitigation for the proposed absorber column structure associated with the Cal Capture project. 

The proposed project would be constructed underneath Military Training Route (MT.R) VR-
1262, which military aircraft use for training purposes. According to the AP/ 1 B, the lowest 
usable altitude along this section of VR-1262 is 200 feet Above Ground Level (AGL), which 
provides valuable low-level flight training to the Navy. The proposed 271 -foot absorber column 
creates a vertical obstruction into the route causing a new impact and increasing the cumulative 
impacts. Over time, MTR VR-1262 has become increasingly constrained by vertical structures 
and avoidance areas throughout the route. New vertical obstructions compress low-altitude 
navigation corridors and impact realistic combat flight training. As Navy, Air Force, Marine 
Corps, and National Guard training activity in the area continues, additional obstructions 
increase aviation safety concerns. 

CEC staffand the project developer have indicated that engineering constraints prevent reducing 
the absorber column below 271 feet AGL. We can only partially mitigate the proposed structure 
by submitting charting updates to the AP/ I B for military aviators to notify aviators of the 
obstruction. 



We look forward to continued coordination. My point of contact for this matter is Ms. Anna 
Shepherd, AICP. She can be reached at (619) 705-5882 or at anna.shepherd4.civ us.navy.mil. 

Sincerely, 

~ LUMBFSKIE-JONES 
Fleet Environmental Director 
By direction 
of the Commander 
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