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Request To Deny Corby BESS Project 

Please see attached 2 page letter dated September 14, 2026. 

Additional submitted attachment is included below. 
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Sent Via Email and Regular USPS Mail 

 

September 14, 2026 

  

California Energy Commission  

715 P Street  

Sacramento, CA 95814  

  

Re: Opposition to Corby Battery Energy Storage System Project  

  

Dear Commissioners,  

  

In the time since our opposition regarding the Corby Battery Energy Storage 

System Project was originally submitted on November 6, 2025, our concern has 

deepened regarding this onerous project and what appears to be compromised 

behavior of the very commission staff entrusted to ensure the best interest of 

the public. The well-documented request by adjacent property owner, Linda 

Geller for an independent investigation and executive review outlined in her 

letter dated September 11, 2026, to the Commission’s Chief Counsel should be 

immediately pursued and the project tabled (or preferably denied based on the 

extensive, well-substantiated opposition). 
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Regardless, the Solano County Historical Society is adamantly opposed to the 

Corby Battery Storage Project at the proposed location. The location has an 

extreme potential for significant adverse change and irreparable harm to the 

surrounding multi-faceted historically and environmentally significant 

properties.  

  

The proposed project is adjacent to a significant historical resource identified 

as the Catherine Kilkenny Ranch Home. The Queen Anne home built by master 

builder George Hutton Sharpe for Catherine Kilkenny in 1900, a significant 

person for California Women’s History as an influencer for the ranching boom 

enjoyed in Solano County in the late 1800s. The home is the sole remaining 

example of Mr. Sharpe’s work in a pristine rural setting, and a shining example 

of the exemplary craftsmanship he was known for throughout the 

Elmira/Vacaville/Dixon/Batavia area from 1890-1910.  The project will not 

merely cause a “visual” impairment; rather, it has the potential to render 

catastrophic consequence on irreplaceable historic and environmental 

resources. 

  

In addition to the historic significance of the Kilkenny property, the parcel 

supports a private arboretum of several hundred trees including more than 100 

different species of trees, comprised of more than 50 species of oaks, which 

makes it one of the largest private oak collections in the United States.  The 

rural open space setting is home to several remnant trees from the late 1800’s 

including a Blue Gum Eucalyptus, a California Black Walnut and a Seville Orange 
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which was a favorite of Irish families for marmalade and jams. The property is 

recognized by the National Wildlife Federation as a Certified Wildlife Habitat. 

  

It is impossible to mitigate the project area to less than significant. It is frankly 

criminal to push this project through at this location. It does not fit within the 

general plan. The project sacrifices irreplaceable prime Class A, agricultural soil 

and food/income producing orchards. Further it jeopardizes the health and 

safety of the public who live in the surrounding area.  

  

Moss Landing should serve as a prime example. When a fire or accident 

happens, the consequences are disastrous. This proposed project is too close 

to populated areas with residents of compromised health. Toxic smoke could 

easily displace the residents of neighboring parcels and Leisure Town, a 

retirement community, which is in the direct path.  

  

A project of this magnitude should be built in an industrial area, not on 

environmentally sensitive land that is designated as agricultural. Pursuing the 

project at this location will cause irreparable harm and substantial adverse 

change. We strongly request this project be denied in its entirety. We also add 

our support of interested party Linda Geller’s request for an independent 

investigation and executive review, as provided by her letter dated September 

11, 2026. 

  

  

Respectfully 
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Elissa DeCaro  

President, Solano County Historical Society  

  

  

  
  
  
  


