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The City supports the Commission’s consideration of the administrative resources needed for effective 
implementation of a statewide building performance standard. However, the City does not support the 
Commission’s recommendation to “encourage and authorize” local jurisdictions to set standards for 
smaller buildings and take on the associated higher administrative needs and costs. Doing so would 
result in inefficient use of limited local jurisdiction resources and create a patchwork of varying local 
requirements for smaller buildings that the Commission appropriately seeks to avoid for large buildings. 
Given the statewide – and global – reach of climate change, we strongly encourage the State to set the 
appropriate standards to avoid redundancies and overall governmental inefficiencies.  

• Energy costs and rents. The City supports a statewide standard that protects against increased utility 
bills and rental costs. 

• Protections for housing affordability and tenant protections. Building performance improvements 
must not come at the expense of renters or vulnerable residents, and the standard should guard 
against displacement and cost-shifting. 

• Cost-effective for building owners and tenants. The statewide standard should minimize upfront 
costs, help reduce utility bills, and allow for affordable compliance options across diverse building types 
and geographies, including disadvantaged communities. 

• Align with existing and new funding programs. Coordination with existing and new funding programs 
is essential to reduce compliance costs, accelerate upgrades and support disadvantaged communities. 

• Workforce development programs. A statewide standard should strengthen the clean energy and 
building-performance workforce, create high-quality jobs and support training pipelines that prepare 
skilled and trained workers for long-term careers. 

• Building Performance Metrics. In addition to primary performance metrics for building energy use 
and greenhouse gas emissions, the City also supports metrics that prioritize overall occupant well-being 
such as indoor air quality and thermal comfort as well as demand management metrics that reduce 
strain on the electric grid and support lower energy costs for residents and businesses.   

• Exempted Local Benchmarking Ordinances. The City looks forward to future opportunities to 
coordinate with the Commission and others to understand how a future statewide benchmarking 
performance standard would affect the City’s existing local benchmarking program. The City is especially 
interested in discussing opportunities to make benchmarking more efficient and effective at the State 
level.  

 
Thank you for considering these comments. The City of San Diego remains committed to supporting the 
development of a statewide building performance standard that improves air quality, reduces climate 
pollution, enhances building comfort and health, lowers energy costs, and promotes affordability, workforce 
development, and accurate data reporting while aligning with statewide climate and funding priorities. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Andrew Martin 
Chief Sustainability Officer 
City of San Diego City Planning Department 
 


