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Gross errors by New Leaf - sensitive receptors and failing to 
designate unincorporated Watsonville as first responders 

Hello, at our Community Meeting yesterday on June 28 in Watsonville, during which 
CEC representatives Drew Bohan and Fabi Lao were present, our unincorporated area 
Pajaro Valley Fire Chief Dave Martone brought up that an egregious misassignment of 
City of Watsonville, rather than unincorporated Watsonville/ Santa Cruz County 
resources, was being used by the applicant to refer to the City of Watsonville as the first 
responders in our area. We who live in unincorporated Watsonville at the area of 90 
Minto Road are never served by the City of Watsonville's police or fire. New Leaf needs 
to do it's homework better before entering false information on its' application. In 
addition, their information about the number of childcare facilities, schools and eldercare 
within 2 miles of Minto Road is not correct. New Leaf Energy used OpenStreetMap 
(2023) and Vantor (2024) --- crowdsourced and satellite-based sources --- to identify 
sensitive receptors and demographic data, rather than the County's own GIS info. There 
is a significant difference in the reports, when using ARC GIS and California 
Department of Social Services (CDSS) licensing data. New Leaf's analysis passed 
through internal review, their consultants, and their legal team before submission to the 
CEC, and these discrepancies went undetected. I thank my colleague Caitlin Lackey for 
discovering this through her research. Please consider this, along with the applicant's 
request for confidentiality on fire studies that would prohibit the public from knowing how 
volatilie the battery chemistry is, as an indicator of New Leaf Energy's sloppiness and 
incompetence in handling the safety and right to transparency of our community, in the 
matter of such a project of moral consequence. Thank you for denying the Seahawk 
application. 

Additional submitted attachment is included below. 




