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From: community@ipxpower.com 
To: California Energy Commission  
Date: June 26, 2026 
 

Darden Clean Energy Project (23-OPT-02) 
RE: Local Investment Program Implementation Progress Report - July 2026 (CBA-1, 
CBA-2)  

 
Documentation of Compliance of following Community Benefits Agreements: 
Beyond Housing Foundation (TN 260008), Cantua Elementary School (TN 263949) 
Central California Asthma Collaborative (TN 260011), Central California Food Bank (TN 
260024), Comunidades de Westside (TN 268079) Fresno Area Hispanic Foundation (TN 
268079), Fresno County Rural Transit Agency (TN 260009), Golden Plains Unified 
School District (TN 263949), Tree Fresno (TN 260025), Westside Elementary School (TN 
260023)  

●​ Documentation demonstrating compliance with the terms of the Community 
Benefits Agreements listed above is attached to this progress report in the 
following order:  

1.​ Beyond Housing Foundation (formerly known as Fresno Housing 
Education Corps)  

2.​ Cantua Elementary School 
3.​ Central California Asthma Collaborative 
4.​ Central California Food Bank 
5.​ Comunidades de Westside 
6.​ Fresno Area Hispanic Foundation 
7.​ Fresno County Rural Transit Agency 
8.​ Golden Plains Unified School District 
9.​ Tree Fresno 

10.​ Westside Elementary School  

Darden Local Investment Plan Implementation Progress Report: 

●​ A Community Benefits addendum was executed with Self Help Enterprises 
(SHE) to administer community benefit funds on behalf of Comunidades de 
Westside. 

○​ A redacted version of that agreement, including compliance 
documentation, is attached.  

 

 



Since December 2025, the following community investments have occurred: 

 

●​ Beyond Housing Foundation is finalizing its scholarship selection process, which 
is designed to support students in the western Fresno County area that have 
been accepted into a 2 or 4 year college, vocational certificate program, trade 
school, or other post-secondary institution. During this reporting period, the 
foundation has focused on extensive outreach to ensure community awareness, 
utilizing door-to-door flyers, social media campaigns, and informational 
workshops. The scholarship funds are scheduled to be distributed during the 
next reporting period, and a Scholars Awards and Reception is planned for 
August 27, 2026, to honor the recipients.​
 

●​ Cantua Elementary School purchased new radios for staff to increase safety and 
communication. The ongoing Steinway Piano Gallery program continued to 
provide regular piano lessons for TK-5th grade students, culminating in a student 
recital in May 2026. Since the start of the program, instructors observed 
increased technique, confidence, and music understanding from the students. 
The program will resume in August 2026, with another recital planned for 
December. Additionally, IPX Power provided trophies for the school's Car Show 
on April 11, 2026. ​
 

●​ Central California Asthma Collaborative conducted outreach for its 
Comprehensive Asthma Remediation and Education Services (CARES) program 
in Western Fresno County. In December 2025, they distributed flyers and tabled at 
Centro La Familia's Christmas Posada. On June 11, 2026, a team canvassed 229 
homes in Cantua Creek, Westside, and Five Points. These efforts resulted in 
providing services and asthma remediation tools to five new patients from three 
households.​
 

●​ Central California Food Bank distributed over 104,328 pounds of food at the 
Three Rocks Neighborhood Market and Cantua Creek Education Center. The 
Farmworker Community Partnership in Five Points provided over 28,894 pounds 
of produce, and the program at Westside Elementary distributed over 20,644 
pounds of food. Funding also supported markets in Firebaugh, Huron, San 
Joaquin, and Tranquility, improving food access for the region.​
 

 

 



●​ Comunidades de Westside continued to host monthly meetings to identify and 
prioritize community projects for CBA funding, with a current focus on home 
repairs, public space improvements, and an energy affordability program. 
Self-Help Enterprises has been selected to administer the funds, which are 
expected to be distributed in the next reporting period. Outreach efforts have 
included collaboration with Tree Fresno to plan tree planting in Cantua Creek, El 
Porvenir, and Five Points.​
 

●​ Fresno Area Hispanic Foundation hosted "Negociantes del Valle" in San Joaquin, 
an event that attracted over 150 entrepreneurs and community members to 
access business resources and networking opportunities.Through their "Confía 
Rural" program, they served over 100 participants with workshops on financial 
education and business development. During this period, small business grants 
were awarded to local entrepreneurs. FAHF has also strengthened its 
partnerships with local municipalities and business support organizations to 
improve service delivery.​
 

●​ Fresno County Rural Transit Agency is preparing to launch a microtransit 
program to serve the community. Current efforts are focused on hiring a local 
driver and installing the necessary EV charging infrastructure for the program's 
vehicles.​
 

●​ GPUSD awarded two Baldo Hernandez Memorial Scholarships to graduating 
high school students and supported the Tranquility High School graduation 
ceremony, the biggest community event in the school district with approximately 
1,000 people in attendance. ​
 

●​ Tree Fresno is actively developing tree-planting plans for Westside Elementary 
and Cantua Creek Elementary, with the planting scheduled for 2027. A site visit 
was conducted to Westside Elementary in March 2026 to assess the campus for 
new trees and they are coordinating with Golden Plains Unified School District. A 
tree distribution event for residents in Cantua Creek and Five Points is also being 
planned for the fall of 2026.​
 

●​ Westside Elementary school's facilities were used to host informational meetings 
and job fairs for residents of Five Points and surrounding communities.The 
school has also been introduced to new community partners, including Beyond 
Housing and Tree Fresno, to explore future campus improvements. 

 

 



Additional Funding Support for Westside Communities:  

In addition to fulfilling obligations under the formalized Local Investment Program, IPX 
provided more than $400k in the first half of 2026 to sponsor community events and 
programs benefiting residents of western Fresno County, including but not limited to: 

●​ Honoring the late Mr. Baldomero Hernandez, IPX Power provided funding for four 
scholarships to graduating high school seniors.Two scholarships were provided 
to recent graduates at Tranquility High School and Riverdale High School. Each 
scholarship awarded seniors from Westside Communities who demonstrated 
exemplary work and dedication to continuing their education after high school.​
 

●​ Support for youth health, fitness, and athletic programs, including funding for 
Central Cali Health and Fitness and the Mendota Boxing Club's 2026 competitive 
season to support tournament participation, and sponsorship for the 
refurbishment of the club's competition ring and training equipment to maintain a 
safe, high-quality athletic environment.​
 

●​ Sponsoring the Firebaugh High School’s participation in the 2027 National 
Independence Day Parade in Washington, D.C. The team was invited to march in 
this prestigious event and the donation will help make it possible for the team to 
travel across the country. ​
 

●​ Financial sponsorship to the Mendota youth track team to facilitate their historic 
participation in the Nike Outdoor Nationals at Hayward Field in Eugene, Oregon. 
This contribution directly supported the team's travel fundraising goal, enabling 
local student-athletes to represent their community at a national championship 
event for the first time in Mendota's history.​
 

●​ Sponsoring local community events including Mendota’s “Fireworks Spectacular” 
show and the National Latino Peace Officers Association-Fresno County 
Chapter’s golf tournament fundraiser for scholarships. 

Additional Economic Investment:  

●​ Tranquility High School Aquatic Center - IPX Power has committed funds in 
support of Golden Plains Unified School District’s ongoing efforts to rebuild their 
community’s aquatic facilities. Construction is ongoing and the facility should be 
completed within 8-10 months. 

 

 



●​ Westside Elementary Pool Renovation Project - IPX Power has committed funds 
in support of Westside Elementary School District’s ongoing pool upgrade and 
maintenance project. The pool represents an important cultural and community 
hub for Five Points and surrounding communities. The project is ongoing and will 
be completed in the summer of 2026. 

 

 

 

 



Daren Project – Community Benefits Plan Compliance Questionnaire 
Purpose: 

This questionnaire is designed to collect information from Community-Based Organization 

(CBO) partners to verify compliance with the Darden Project’s Community Benefits Plan 

(CBP). Responses will be used to support the Annual Compliance Report submitted by the 

project owner, demonstrating implementation progress, documentation, and outreach 

efforts. 

Section 1: Organizational Information 

Organization Name: Beyond Housing Foundation 

Primary Contact Name & Title:  

Email & Phone Number:  
 
Mailing Address:   
 

Reporting Period Covered: (01/01/2026 – 06/30/2026) 

Section 2: Program Implementation 

1. Please describe your organization’s role under the Community Benefits 
Agreement (CBA). 
 
Beyond Housing Foundation administers scholarship funds to support residents living in 

communities throughout West Fresno County, expanding access to educational 

opportunities and helping individuals pursue their academic and career goals. 

2. Provide an overview of activities completed during this reporting period that align with 

your commitments under the CBA. 

The scholarship selection process is currently underway and nearing completion. Extensive 

outreach has been conducted to families residing throughout West Fresno County through 

door-to-door site-based flyers, email communications, social media campaigns, community 

partner, and informational outreach events to ensure eligible residents were aware of the 

scholarship opportunity.  

3. Indicate any milestones achieved and measurable outcomes (e.g., number of participants 

served, events held, funds distributed, etc.). 

Upon completion of the selection process, Beyond Housing Foundation will provide a report 

on scholarship outcomes, detailing scholarship recipients, award amounts and the 

geographic distribution of recipients across West Fresno County served through the 

program. 



4. Have any challenges or barriers impacted your ability to deliver on CBA commitments? 

(☐ Yes  X No)  

   If yes, please describe and indicate any mitigation steps taken. 

5. Describe any adjustments made to your implementation approach during the reporting 

period. 

To increase participation in the scholarship program, we have continued to dedicate 

additional staff time and refine our outreach and engagement strategies. Our coordinator 

has maintained and expanded relationships with educational institutions, community 

partners, and low- to moderate-income (LMI) residents throughout West Fresno County. 

These ongoing efforts have included targeted outreach, community presentations, direct 

resident engagement, and application assistance to ensure eligible individuals are aware of 

and able to access scholarship opportunities. 

 

Section 3: Documentation & Evidence 

1. Please upload or attach supporting documentation, including (as applicable): 

The items below will be reported at year-end.  

   - Program reports or summaries  

   - Participant data (aggregated and anonymized) 

   - Photos or media coverage of community activities 

   - Financial expenditure reports related to the CBA-funded activities 

2. Are all deliverables outlined in the CBA on schedule? (X Yes  ☐ No, please explain) 

Section 4: Updates & Changes 

1. Have there been any changes or updates to your community program since the last 

reporting period? (☐ Yes  X No)  

   If yes, describe the changes, rationale, and expected outcomes. 

2. Have there been any staff, leadership, or partnership changes that impact program 

delivery? (☐ Yes  X No)  

   If yes, please provide details. 

Section 5: Community Outreach & Engagement 

1. Describe your outreach activities to engage the community during this period (e.g., town 

halls, workshops, surveys, social media campaigns). 

Types of outreach provided for the scholarship program include: 



⎯Workshops (in-person and virtual) 
⎯Social Media (Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn)  
⎯ Door-to-Door at various properties in West County areas  

⎯ Resident Coordinator to activate outreach activities at community events  

⎯ Email blasts  

⎯ Text blasts  

⎯ Posting in community spaces  
 

2. What feedback or input did you receive from the community, and how was it 

incorporated into program activities? 

Feedback collection is ongoing, and results will be compiled and reported as part of the 

year-end program evaluation and reporting process. 

3. Identify any partnerships or collaborations developed or strengthened through the 

Darden Project. 

Collaborated with local school districts to disseminate scholarship information, expand 

outreach efforts, and encourage applications from eligible students and their families 

throughout the service area. 

Section 6: Forward-Looking Plans 

1. Outline planned activities for the next reporting period. 

During the next reporting period, Beyond Housing Foundation will complete the 

scholarship award process, distribute funds to selected recipients, and continue 

strengthening partnerships with local schools and community organizations. Staff will also 

gather outcome data and participant feedback to evaluate program impact and prepare 

comprehensive year-end reporting.   

 

In addition, a Scholars Awards and Reception is planned for August 27th to honor 

scholarship recipients, celebrate their achievements, and formally acknowledge their 

educational accomplishments. 

2. Are any additional resources or support needed from the project owner to enhance 

program success? 

In addition, we would like to continue participating in various events within the immediate 

community, as these opportunities allow us to connect directly with and engage community 

members within the service area. 

3. Provide any other comments or recommendations regarding the Community Benefits 

Program. 



Certification 

By signing below, I certify that the information provided in this questionnaire is accurate 

and complete to the best of my knowledge. 

Authorized Representative: 

Name:  

Title:  

Signature:

Date: 6/23/2026 

 

 











Darden Project – Community Benefits Plan Compliance Questionnaire 
Purpose: 
This questionnaire is designed to collect information from Community-Based Organization 
(CBO) partners to verify compliance with the Darden Project’s Community Benefits Plan 
(CBP). Responses will be used to support the Annual Compliance Report submitted by the 
project owner, demonstrating implementation progress, documentation, and outreach 
efforts. 

Section 1: Organizational Information 
Organization Name: Central California Asthma Collaborative 

Primary Contact Name & Title:  

Email & Phone Number:  

Mailing Address:  

Reporting Period Covered: (12/1/2025 – 06/15/26) 

Section 2: Program Implementation 
1. Please describe your organization’s role under the Community Benefits Agreement 

(CBA). 

CCAC’s role is to provide our Comprehensive Asthma Remediation and Education 
Services program in the Western Fresno County area. CCAC will conduct targeted 
outreach for CARES in the areas surrounding the Darden project site, including door to 
door outreach and parent engagement in Five Points, Cantua Creek, Three Rocks, and at 
Westside and Cantua Creek Elementary school. These efforts will include sharing 
information about the availability of the asthma trigger home remediation program, a 
program that provides tools such as air purifiers, HEPA vacuums, home ventilation 
improvements, etc. Additionally, instruction is provided on how to access air quality 
health alerts on CCAC’s web application “SJVAir” that utilizes the CCAC community air 
monitoring network.  

 

2. Provide an overview of activities completed during this reporting period that align 
with your commitments under the CBA. 
 
CCAC’s primary activities are designed to inform eligible residents of our available 
services.   
 
December 2025: Flyers were distributed in the 2 school districts identified in the 
target area. 



 
December 13, 2025: Tabling at Centro La Familia’s 4th Annual Christmas Posada 
event. 

 
During the reporting period, CCAC also sent a team of 4 staff to canvass 229 homes 
in Cantua Creek, Westside and Five Points distributing doorhangers and talking with 
residents on June 11, 2026.    
 
The team also distributed informational flyers to the area schools on June 11, 2026.  

 
3. Indicate any milestones achieved and measurable outcomes (e.g., number of 

participants served, events held, funds distributed, etc.). 
• In addition to directly reaching out to over 276 residents with our 

canvassing efforts, we have also screened and provided services to 5 new 
patients from 3 households in the target area in our CARES program based 
on referrals that resulted from our outreach.   

• The 5 CARES patients were from 3 households.  Some of the asthma 
remediation tools received include spacers for proper inhaler use, 
hypoallergenic pillow and mattress covers, air purifiers and filter 
replacements, safer pest control baits and traps, humidity monitors, and 
HEPA vacuum cleaners.  

4. Have any challenges or barriers impacted your ability to deliver on CBA 
commitments? (☐ Yes X No)  
   If yes, please describe and indicate any mitigation steps taken. 

5. Describe any adjustments made to your implementation approach during the 
reporting period.   

None 

Section 3: Documentation & Evidence 
1. Please upload or attach supporting documentation, including (as applicable): 

   - Program reports or summaries- N/A 

   - Participant data (aggregated and anonymized)- too few participants to aggregate or 
anonymize 

   - Photos or media coverage of community activities- N/A 

   - Financial expenditure reports related to the CBA-funded activities- N/A 

2. Are all deliverables outlined in the CBA on schedule?  Yes   



Section 4: Updates & Changes 
1. Have there been any changes or updates to your community program since the last 
reporting period? (☐ Yes  X No)  
   If yes, describe the changes, rationale, and expected outcomes. 

2. Have there been any staff, leadership, or partnership changes that impact program 
delivery? (☐ Yes  X No)  
   If yes, please provide details. 

Section 5: Community Outreach & Engagement 
1. Describe your outreach activities to engage the community during this period (e.g., 

town halls, workshops, surveys, social media campaigns). 
 
December 2025: Flyers were distributed in the 2 school districts identified in the 
target area. 
 
December 13, 2025: CCAC staff tabled at Centro La Familia’s 4th Annual Christmas 
Posada event where they had 47 interactions and distributed brochures about CCAC 
services on electric vehicles, asthma services and air monitoring to roughly 80 
individuals. 
 
During the reporting period, CCAC also sent a team of 4 staff to canvass 229 homes 
in Cantua Creek, Westside and Five Points distributing doorhangers and talking with 
residents on June 11, 2026.    
 
The team also distributed informational flyers to the area schools on June 11, 2026.  

 

 
2. What feedback or input did you receive from the community, and how was it 

incorporated into program activities? 
 
Feedback received was that many people were interested.  Some expressed concern 
with meeting eligibility requirements if they don’t qualify for Medi-Cal.  We are 
allowing non-Medi-Cal patients to receive the service in the target communities as 
long as they have a documented asthma diagnosis.   
 

3. Identify any partnerships or collaborations developed or strengthened through the 
Darden Project. 
We have worked more closely with the Central California Environmental Justice 
Network and Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability since they have 
been organizing in the impacted communities and formed the Comunidades de 
Westside group.   















Darden Project – Community Benefits Plan Compliance Questionnaire 
Purpose: 
This questionnaire is designed to collect information from Community-Based Organization 
(CBO) partners to verify compliance with the Darden Project’s Community Benefits Plan 
(CBP). Responses will be used to support the Annual Compliance Report submitted by the 
project owner, demonstrating implementation progress, documentation, and outreach 
efforts. 

Section 1: Organizational Information 
Organization Name: Comunidades de Westside (Comunidades) 

Primary Contact Name & Title:  

Email & Phone Number:  

Mailing Address:  

Reporting Period Covered: January 1, 2026 - June 12, 2026 

Section 2: Program Implementation 
1. Please describe your organization’s role under the Community Benefits Agreement (CBA). 

Comunidades will ensure Cantua Creek, El Porvenir, and Five Points residents identify and 
advance community priorities that will be funded with CBA funds. This includes conducting 
outreach and attending monthly community meetings to gather community feedback and 
identify priorities for investment that improve homes, enhance public spaces, and 
strengthen community infrastructure, ensuring resources directly support long-term 
community goals. Comunidades will also work with IPX Power to advance one or more 
programs or policies that provide a meaningful reduction in electricity rates for residents in 
these communities.  

2. Provide an overview of activities completed during this reporting period that align with 
your commitments under the CBA. 

Comunidades hosts monthly community meetings where the Darden funds are discussed to 
ensure alignment on priorities and timeline.  Comunidades and IPX Power confirmed 
Self-Help Enterprises as the organization that will administer CBA funds. Tree Fresno joined 
the March community meeting to share about their priorities and gather community 
feedback on tree planting.  

Currently, Comunidades is working to determine how CBA funds will be spent, likely with a 
focus on home repairs and improvements, and improvements to public spaces. 
Comunidades has also shared feedback with IPX Power regarding the proposed energy 
affordability program.  



 

3. Indicate any milestones achieved and measurable outcomes (e.g., number of participants 
served, events held, funds distributed, etc.). 

Comunindades and IPX Power agreed to select Self-Help Enterprises as the organization to 
administer funds but has not yet distributed funds. Comunidades expects that CBA funds 
will begin to be distributed to projects that benefit local residents during the next reporting 
period.  

4. Have any challenges or barriers impacted your ability to deliver on CBA commitments? 
(☐ Yes  X No)  
   If yes, please describe and indicate any mitigation steps taken. 

 

5. Describe any adjustments made to your implementation approach during the reporting 
period. 

There are no implementation approach changes to report.  

Section 3: Documentation & Evidence 
1. Please upload or attach supporting documentation, including (as applicable): 

   - Program reports or summaries 

   - Participant data (aggregated and anonymized) 

   - Photos or media coverage of community activities 

   - Financial expenditure reports related to the CBA-funded activities 

2. Are all deliverables outlined in the CBA on schedule? (X Yes  ☐ No, please explain) 

Section 4: Updates & Changes 
1. Have there been any changes or updates to your community program since the last 
reporting period? (☐ Yes  X No)  
   If yes, describe the changes, rationale, and expected outcomes. 

2. Have there been any staff, leadership, or partnership changes that impact program 
delivery? (☐ Yes  X No)  
   If yes, please provide details. 

Section 5: Community Outreach & Engagement 
1. Describe your outreach activities to engage the community during this period (e.g., town 
halls, workshops, surveys, social media campaigns). 



Comunidades holds monthly community meetings (third Monday of the month) and 
conducts outreach with the support of Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability 
and Central California Environmental Justice Network. Outreach is conducted through one 
on one calls, door to door flyering, and text messages to share meeting details with Cantua 
Creek, El Porvenir, and Five Points residents. 

2. What feedback or input did you receive from the community, and how was it incorporated 
into program activities? 

Comunidades and IPX Power identified Self-Help Enterprises as the organization to 
administer the group’s funds. Comunidades has also provided feedback on IPX Power’s 
energy affordability program. 

3. Identify any partnerships or collaborations developed or strengthened through the 
Darden Project. 

Comunidades shared with the Tree Fresno team potential locations to plant trees in Cantua 
Creek, El Porvenir, and Five Points and are looking to confirm details before moving forward 
with tree planting.    

Section 6: Forward-Looking Plans 
1. Outline planned activities for the next reporting period. 

Comunidades expects that CBA funds will begin to be distributed to projects that benefit 
local residents during the next reporting period.  Comunidades will also continue to 
communicate with IPX Power and provide feedback on the progression of implementation 
of a program to meaningfully reduce electricity rates, and will continue to coordinate with 
other organizations implementing the CBA Plan.  

2. Are any additional resources or support needed from the project owner to enhance 
program success? 

None at this time. 

3. Provide any other comments or recommendations regarding the Community Benefits 
Program. 

 

Certification 
By signing below, I certify that the information provided in this questionnaire is accurate 
and complete to the best of my knowledge. 

Authorized Representative: 

Name: __ ___________ 



Title: _ _______________________ 

Signature: _ ____________ 

Date: _______________ 



Darden Project – Community Benefits Plan Compliance Questionnaire 
Purpose: 
This questionnaire is designed to collect information from Community-Based Organization 
(CBO) partners to verify compliance with the Darden Project’s Community Benefits Plan 
(CBP). Responses will be used to support the Annual Compliance Report submitted by the 
project owner, demonstrating implementation progress, documentation, and outreach 
efforts. 

Section 1: Organizational Information 
Organization Name: Fresno Area Hispanic Foundation 

Primary Contact Name & Title:  

Email & Phone Number:  

Mailing Address:  

Reporting Period Covered: (MM/DD/YYYY – MM/DD/YYYY) 

Section 2: Program Implementation 
1. Please describe your organization’s role under the Community Benefits Agreement (CBA).  

The Fresno Area Hispanic Foundation (FAHF) serves as a Community-Based Organization 
(CBO) partner supporting implementation of the Darden Project's Community Benefits 
Agreement (CBA) and Community Benefits Plan (CBP). FAHF's role is to engage, inform, and 
connect underserved and historically underrepresented communities to opportunities and 
resources associated with the project. 

Through our extensive network throughout Fresno County and the Central Valley, FAHF 
conducts community outreach, provides educational programming, and facilitates access to 
workforce development, small business support, and economic opportunity initiatives that 
align with the goals of the Community Benefits Plan. Our organization leverages trusted 
relationships with residents, entrepreneurs, community leaders, and partner organizations 
to ensure that project information and benefits reach diverse populations, including low-
income households, immigrants, and communities facing barriers to economic participation. 

As a community partner, FAHF also supports stakeholder engagement efforts, promotes 
awareness of available programs and opportunities, and helps gather community feedback 
to ensure that the project's benefits are accessible, equitable, and responsive to local needs. 
Through these activities, FAHF contributes to advancing the Community Benefits Plan's 
objectives of fostering inclusive economic growth, workforce participation, and community 
well-being. 

 



2. Provide an overview of activities completed during this reporting period that align with 
your commitments under the CBA.  

During this reporting period, the Fresno Area Hispanic Foundation (FAHF) advanced the 
goals of the Community Benefits Agreement by delivering outreach, education, and 
economic development programming in underserved and rural communities throughout 
Fresno County. Activities focused on increasing access to business development resources, 
financial education, workforce and entrepreneurial opportunities, and community 
engagement. 

A key activity during this reporting period was the hosting of Negociantes del Valle in the 
rural community of San Joaquin. This event brought together entrepreneurs, small business 
owners, and community members to access business development resources, networking 
opportunities, small business grants, and information on available programs and services. 
The event was designed to increase economic opportunity and strengthen connections 
between local businesses and support organizations. 

In addition, through the Confía Rural Program, FAHF hosted community-based workshops 
and outreach activities focused on business planning, marketing, financial management, 
procurement opportunities, and access to capital. These efforts addressed common barriers 
faced by rural residents, including transportation limitations, digital access challenges, and 
language barriers, while ensuring services were delivered in culturally and linguistically 
appropriate formats. 

FAHF also facilitated connections between local businesses, community partners, and 
resource providers, helping participants access tools, technical assistance, and 
opportunities that support long-term economic growth and community well-being. These 
activities align with the Community Benefits Plan's objectives of promoting inclusive 
economic development, expanding access to resources, and supporting underserved 
populations throughout the project area. 

3. Indicate any milestones achieved and measurable outcomes (e.g., number of participants 
served, events held, funds distributed, etc.) 

During this reporting period, FAHF achieved several key milestones in support of the 
Community Benefits Agreement: 

 Hosted Negociantes del Valle in the rural community of San Joaquin, attracting more 
than 150 attendees, including entrepreneurs, small business owners, and 
community members who accessed business resources, networking opportunities, 
and support services. 

 Conducted Confía Rural programming, serving more than 100 participants through 
workshops and resource fairs focused on financial education, business 
development, and access to capital. 



 Awarded in small business grants to support entrepreneurs and small 
businesses in underserved rural communities, helping strengthen business 
sustainability and local economic development. 

 Expanded outreach and engagement efforts in underserved rural communities, 
increasing awareness of economic opportunities and connecting residents with 
resources that support entrepreneurship and economic mobility. 

These activities contributed to the Community Benefits Plan's goals of promoting inclusive 
economic development, increasing access to resources, and supporting underserved 
populations throughout the project area. 

4. Have any challenges or barriers impacted your ability to deliver on CBA commitments? 
(☐ Yes  No)  
   If yes, please describe and indicate any mitigation steps taken. 

5. Describe any adjustments made to your implementation approach during the reporting 
period.  

N/A 

Section 3: Documentation & Evidence 
1. Please upload or attach supporting documentation, including (as applicable): 

   - Program reports or summaries 

   - Participant data (aggregated and anonymized) 

   - Photos or media coverage of community activities 

   - Financial expenditure reports related to the CBA-funded activities 

2. Are all deliverables outlined in the CBA on schedule? (  Yes  ☐ No, please explain) 

Section 4: Updates & Changes 
1. Have there been any changes or updates to your community program since the last 
reporting period? (☐ Yes   No)  
   If yes, describe the changes, rationale, and expected outcomes. 

2. Have there been any staff, leadership, or partnership changes that impact program 
delivery? (☐ Yes   No)  
   If yes, please provide details. 

Section 5: Community Outreach & Engagement 
1. Describe your outreach activities to engage the community during this period (e.g., town 
halls, workshops, surveys, social media campaigns).  



FAHF engaged the community through Negociantes del Valle in San Joaquin and Confía 
Rural programming, reaching entrepreneurs, small business owners, and residents in 
underserved rural communities. Outreach efforts included social media campaigns, email 
newsletters, direct outreach to small businesses, and collaboration with local community 
partners to promote events and resources. FAHF also provided one-on-one technical 
assistance and business support services, ensuring participants had access to information, 
funding opportunities, and economic development resources. These efforts helped increase 
participation, strengthen community connections, and expand access to services for rural 
populations. 

2. What feedback or input did you receive from the community, and how was it 
incorporated into program activities?  

During this reporting period, community feedback continued to emphasize the need for 
clear, practical, and accessible guidance on procurement, contracting, and business 
development opportunities. Participants also expressed interest in more direct support 
navigating application processes and understanding eligibility requirements. 

In response, FAHF strengthened its one-on-one technical assistance model and expanded 
in-event support to provide real-time help with applications, enrollment processes, and 
procurement readiness. Feedback also informed the structure of workshops, leading to 
more step-by-step, hands-on instruction and simplified materials tailored to small business 
owners in rural communities. These adjustments improved participant understanding and 
increased engagement in available economic opportunity programs. 

3. Identify any partnerships or collaborations developed or strengthened through the 
Darden Project. 

During this reporting period, FAHF strengthened and expanded key partnerships through 
the Darden Project like the community of San Joaquin to enhance outreach and service 
delivery in rural and underserved communities. This included deeper collaboration with 
local municipalities, school districts, and community leaders in rural areas to support 
outreach and promotion of economic development events such as Negociantes del Valle and 
Confía Rural programming. 

FAHF also reinforced partnerships with local business support organizations and service 
providers to expand referral pathways and improve access to technical assistance, training, 
and funding opportunities for small business owners. These collaborations improved 
coordination of services and increased the reach and effectiveness of community 
engagement efforts across Western Fresno County and surrounding rural communities. 

 

Section 6: Forward-Looking Plans 
1. Outline planned activities for the next reporting period.  



In the next reporting period, FAHF plans to expand the Confía Rural Program to additional 
rural communities across Fresno County, increasing access to business development, 
financial education, and capital readiness resources. FAHF will also provide continued 
follow-up mentorship and one-on-one technical assistance to support entrepreneurs in 
implementing business strategies and accessing opportunities. 

Additional planned activities include hosting expanded procurement and business 
development workshops to further strengthen local contracting capacity, continuing to 
disburse small business grants to support startup and established entrepreneurs, and 
deepening community outreach through targeted social media campaigns and strengthened 
partnerships with local agencies, schools, and community leaders to increase participation 
and engagement in underserved areas. 

2. Are any additional resources or support needed from the project owner to enhance 
program success?  

N/A 

3. Provide any other comments or recommendations regarding the Community Benefits 
Program.  

N/A 

Certification 
By signing below, I certify that the information provided in this questionnaire is accurate 
and complete to the best of my knowledge. 

Authorized Representative: 

Name: _ __________________________ 

Title: __ _________________________ 

Signature

Date: _6/5/2026______________ 



Darden Project – Community Benefits Plan Compliance Questionnaire 
Purpose: 
This questionnaire is designed to collect information from Community-Based Organization 
(CBO) partners to verify compliance with the Darden Project’s Community Benefits Plan 
(CBP). Responses will be used to support the Annual Compliance Report submitted by the 
project owner, demonstrating implementation progress, documentation, and outreach 
efforts. 

Section 1: Organizational Information 
Organization Name: Fresno County Rural Transit Agency 

Primary Contact Name & Title:  

Email & Phone Number:   

Mailing Address:  

Reporting Period Covered: (06/01/2025 – 12/01/2025) 

Section 2: Program Implementation 
1. Please describe your organization’s role under the Community Benefits Agreement (CBA). 

Augment fares and provide microtransit operations. 

2. Provide an overview of activities completed during this reporting period that align with 
your commitments under the CBA. 

Activities have not started yet, FCRTA is working on installing ev charging infrastructure 
and deploying the microtransit program. 

3. Indicate any milestones achieved and measurable outcomes (e.g., number of participants 
served, events held, funds distributed, etc.). 

Not applicable as activities have not started yet. 

4. Have any challenges or barriers impacted your ability to deliver on CBA commitments? 
(☐ Yes  ☐ No)  
   If yes, please describe and indicate any mitigation steps taken. 

Yes, FCRTA is currently working with the subcontractor to hire a local driver and need to 
install charging infrastructure to charge the vehicles. 

5. Describe any adjustments made to your implementation approach during the reporting 
period. 

None 



Section 3: Documentation & Evidence 
1. Please upload or attach supporting documentation, including (as applicable): 

   - Program reports or summaries 

   - Participant data (aggregated and anonymized) 

   - Photos or media coverage of community activities 

   - Financial expenditure reports related to the CBA-funded activities 

2. Are all deliverables outlined in the CBA on schedule? (☐ Yes  ☐ No, please explain) 

No, FCRTA is currently working on installing charging infrastructure and deploying the 
microtransit program.  

Section 4: Updates & Changes 
1. Have there been any changes or updates to your community program since the last 
reporting period? (☐ Yes  ☐ No) No 
   If yes, describe the changes, rationale, and expected outcomes. 

2. Have there been any staff, leadership, or partnership changes that impact program 
delivery? (☐ Yes  ☐ No) No 
   If yes, please provide details. 

Section 5: Community Outreach & Engagement 
1. Describe your outreach activities to engage the community during this period (e.g., town 
halls, workshops, surveys, social media campaigns). 

FCRTA has completed previous planning projects that included outreach activities in the 
local community. 

https://www.ruraltransit.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/FCRTA-SR-99-Transit-
Feasibility-Study Final2025.pdf 

https://www.ruraltransit.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/FCRTA-Microgrid-
Study FINAL 5.2024.pdf 

https://www.ruraltransit.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/RTAP-Final-
Report 032423.pdf 

https://www.ruraltransit.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/FCRTA-EV-Charging-EMS-
Plan-20260430-EXT.pdf  

2. What feedback or input did you receive from the community, and how was it 
incorporated into program activities? 

















Darden Project – Community Benefits Plan Compliance Questionnaire 
Purpose: 

This questionnaire is designed to collect information from Community-Based Organization 

(CBO) partners to verify compliance with the Darden Project’s Community Benefits Plan 

(CBP). Responses will be used to support the Annual Compliance Report submitted by the 

project owner, demonstrating implementation progress, documentation, and outreach 

efforts. 

Section 1: Organizational Information 

Organization Name: Tree Fresno  

Primary Contact Name & Title:  

Email & Phone Number:  

Mailing Address:  

Reporting Period Covered: (01/01/2026 – 06/01/2026) 

Section 2: Program Implementation 

1. Please describe your organization’s role under the Community Benefits Agreement (CBA). 

We received a series of donations as part of the CBA which will be recognized with at least 

two tree plantings, likely with schools.  

2. Provide an overview of activities completed during this reporting period that align with 

your commitments under the CBA. 

We are pushing forward on a couple of school tree plantings to satisfy the CBA. 

March 27, 2026 – On-site visit to Westside Elementary School, including Tree Fresno’s CEO, 

Mona Cummings, Landscape Architect (L.A.) Gabriella Golik and Westside Elementary 

School’s Gary Cunha, Principal and Eddie Garcia and Ricado Marenco, Maintenance. 

Irrigation maps and ideas were shared on where new trees could be added to the campus.  

There is a preliminary Zoom call scheduled in June to include Tree Fresno’s Mona/Gabriella 

Golik (L.A.) with Oscar Rosales, MOT Director of Golden Plains Unified School District. Susan 

Martin, Principal of Cantua Creek Elementary is on medical leave, but set us up to meet.  

3. Indicate any milestones achieved and measurable outcomes (e.g., number of participants 

served, events held, funds distributed, etc.). 

4. Have any challenges or barriers impacted your ability to deliver on CBA commitments? 

(☐ Yes  X No)  

   If yes, please describe and indicate any mitigation steps taken. 



5. Describe any adjustments made to your implementation approach during the reporting 

period. 

Section 3: Documentation & Evidence 

1. Please upload or attach supporting documentation, including (as applicable): 

   - Program reports or summaries 

   - Participant data (aggregated and anonymized) 

   - Photos or media coverage of community activities 

   - Financial expenditure reports related to the CBA-funded activities 

2. Are all deliverables outlined in the CBA on schedule? (X Yes  ☐ No, please explain) 

Section 4: Updates & Changes 

1. Have there been any changes or updates to your community program since the last 

reporting period? (☐ Yes  X NO)  

   If yes, describe the changes, rationale, and expected outcomes. 

2. Have there been any staff, leadership, or partnership changes that impact program 

delivery? (☐ Yes  X NO)  

   If yes, please provide details. 

Section 5: Community Outreach & Engagement 

1. Describe your outreach activities to engage the community during this period (e.g., town 

halls, workshops, surveys, social media campaigns). 

On March 26, 5:30PM-7:30PM Tree Fresno was featured as part of the Leadership Counsel’s 

Comunidades Community Meeting in Cantua Creek.  

Tree Fresno suggested a tree distribution along with sharing of tree plans developed for the 

schools. Also, some ideas were given regarding other locations for tree plantings. Both 

properties suggested aren’t viable options at this time.  

2. What feedback or input did you receive from the community, and how was it 

incorporated into program activities? See Above.  

3. Identify any partnerships or collaborations developed or strengthened through the 

Darden Project. We are working together with CCEJN and the Leadership Counsel, for 

community outreach. School relationships are also being strengthened (Cantua and 

Westside Elementary Schools).   

 



Section 6: Forward-Looking Plans 

1. Outline planned activities for the next reporting period. 

Planning on developing tree plans for both schools to be planted in 2027. We are also 

working on formatting a tree distribution for residents in both Cantua Creek and Five Points 

in the fall of 2026.  

2. Are any additional resources or support needed from the project owner to enhance 

program success? Are there any outreach meetings planned for the area? If so, please let 

Tree Fresno know, so we can put it on our calendar.  

3. Provide any other comments or recommendations regarding the Community Benefits 

Program. N/A  

Certification 

By signing below, I certify that the information provided in this questionnaire is accurate 

and complete to the best of my knowledge. 

Authorized Representative: 

Name:  

Title:  

Signature: ____________________ 

Date: June 1, 2026  
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