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Cultural Resources at College Lake

| am registered with the BIA as a member of the Chumash, Ohlone and Acjachemen
tribes and am an MLD Cultural Monitor for the Native American Heritage Commission
since 1976. | am opposed to the project due to it being hazardous to the people of this
area, it would create a disturbance to the spawning grounds of the steelhead trout and
other listed species such as the long-toed salamander and California red-legged tree
frog. | am especially protective of the presence of native cemeteries in our area, and |
would be glad to talk to your agency about those which are close to the proposed BESS
site. | am submitting documents here indicating cultural findings at College Lake at
Holohan Road (SCR-104). Other sites with cultural resources in the area within a mile
from College Lake are SCR-44, SCR-36, SCR-113, SCR-158. | urge you to deny the
application for the lithium BESS at 90 Minto Road.

Ad(ditional submitted attachment is included below.
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RESULTS OF THE RESEARCH

The results of the research fall
into several different categories: (1) results
?;)*Ezsg?ﬁkground research and records check, (2) results of the gield excavation,
sTgnifie s of the specialized research and analyses, (4) an estimation of the
CFR 800 ?Bge of the archaeological resource in terms of Its research potential (36
Fecommon or other criteria used for determining significance, and (5)
mmendations and mitigation alternatives. The above categories are discussed in
more detail below.

?ackground Research and Records Search.--The background research and records check
ocated 21 previous survey reports, 3 previous Elg's that were pertinent to this
parcel, and two reports on the general Pajaro Valley area. These are |isted In the
bibliography or cited below.

Heicksen in his survey of Pinto Lake County Park interviewed older residents of
the area and found that "Almost without exception, there was recollection of
quantities of artifacts having been found in the flelds at earller periods,
consisting of 'mortars, pestles, arrowheads, etc.,' .as aftfer all this land has been
continuously farmed since about 1851, and it is therefore not surprising that most
} surface evidence of Indian occupation has disappeared" (Heicksen 1974:3). He does

not state, however, the location of these artifacts, nor does he supply the names of
* those interviewed, thus making It difficult to ascertain if these artifacts might
have been found on or near SCR-158. Heicksen found "...no lithic flakes, shell
; midden deposits, or other evidence on the surface of aboriginal occupation”
(Heicksen 1974:4). ,

Archaeological Consulting and Research Services discovered SCR-158 during their
1977 survey. Their report describes the site as containing chert debitage, utilized
flakes, retouched flake tools, fire-cracked rock, and freshwater shellfish species
(Jackson 1977:6). They have described the site as a "small occupation and/or
procurement site (Jackson 1977:6).

Archaeological Resource Service reports from their 1975 survey a possible site
in the general area of SCR-158 (Roop 1975:2). The report Illustrates four Monterey
chert flakes, and describes two species of marine bivalve shell which™ge considered
to be prehistoric. The report of that survey did note, however, that "On-the-ground
observations were exceedingly difficult to make over most of the survey area" (Roop
1975:1). This leaves questions as to whether or not there were additional cultural
resources which were not located because of the dense ground cover, and if so, what

their characteristics were.

The two known archaeological sites in the area are SCR-113 and SCR-104.
SCR-113 has ylelded Franciscan chert and obsidian waste flakes and one shell
fragment, but appears to lack a dense midden. The other site, SCR-104, is known to
have produced clam, abalone, and mussel shell, mammal# ( Including human) bone,
fire-cracked rock, one quartz crystal, a possible pestle fragment, a mano, a core,
utilized flakes, waste flakes, and flake tools. |t has been described in the
records as a "Very large prollific site covering (the) knoll rising above (the)
floodplain about 1/2 mile west of SCR-44"g(Archaeological Site Survey Record, filed
at the Regional Office of the California Archaeological Site Survey, at Cabrillo
College). |Its elevation Is 80-90 feet.

r 1974 research in the Pajaro Valley
Cruz. portion of the valley and
e" (Edwards and Farley
into this category, as

Edwards and Farley noted that prior to thei
few prehistoric sites had been recorded for the Santa
that "All were on high ground above a slough, river, or lak
1974:7).98 SCR-113, SCR-104 8 and the possible site all fall
does SCR-158.8

Palou (Bolton 1926 in King 1974:76) mentioned a village elither at College or
Pinto Lake. King feels the Calendarruc (the Indiams living In the Watsonville/Pinto
Lake area) "...evidently had one major village, probably the village near the Pajaro
(river) south of Watsonville and a number of other vlillages, one of which was
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