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IN THE MATTER OF MOJAVE SOLAR PROJECT (09-AFC-05C)
ORDER APPROVING POST CERTIFICATION CHANGE

ORDER NO: 26-0526-06

. BACKGROUND

On December 26, 2023, Mojave Solar LLC, the project owner of the Mojave Solar
Project (MSP), filed a post certification petition (TN 253750, TN 253751, TN 253752)
for Changes in Project Design, Operation, or Performance and Amendments to the
California Energy Commission (CEC). The project owner is requesting to amend the
2010 Final Commission Decision (Decision) to construct two new permanent
evaporation ponds, one at Alpha and one at Beta power blocks. This change will
enhance water storage capacity and facilitate the maintenance of the four existing
evaporation ponds. On September 25, 2024, the project’s owner filed an addendum
to the petition requesting to update the description of the project to a 275-megawatt
(MW) plant to reflect an increase of 25 MW as a result of an amended Large
Generator Interconnection Agreement (LGIA) that was approved by the California
Independent System Operator (CalSO) and Southern California Edison (SCE) in
2015.

The Mojave Solar Project is a 250 MW solar electric generating facility located at
42134 Harper Lake Road in Hinkley, San Bernardino County. The project was
certified by the CEC in September 2010 and began commercial operation in
December 2014.

Based on a review of the petition and addendum, Staff proposes to modify the
existing conditions of certification (COCs) and add a new COC, as follows:

e Modify COCs BIO-1 (Designated Biologist), BIO-13 (Burrowing Owl Impact
Avoidance, Minimization and Mitigation Measures), and BIO-19 (Evaporation
Pond Monitoring and Adaptive Management Plan) for consistency with the
California Endangered Species Act (CESA) for biological resources.


https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/GetDocument.aspx?tn=253750&DocumentContentId=89004
https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/GetDocument.aspx?tn=253751&DocumentContentId=89005
https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/GetDocument.aspx?tn=253752&DocumentContentId=89006

e Add anew COC BIO-22 (Burrowing Owl Habitat) for consistency with the
CESA for biological resources.

e Modify COCs SOIL & WATER-2 (Waste Discharge Requirements) and SOIL
& WATER-8 (Wastewater Collection System Requirements) to ensure
consistency with the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board’s
(LRWQCB) Waste Discharge Requirements and to better monitor the water
balance between water treatment plant intake and discharge to the
evaporation ponds.

e Modify COC WASTE-10 (Heat Transfer Fluid Contaminated Soil Testing) to
ensure LRWQCB staff is included in the notification submittal for hazardous
material reporting as well as any update to the applicable United States
Environmental Protection Agency testing method 8270E.

The COC modifications and additions proposed by the CEC staff would allow the
project to continue to operate in compliance with applicable laws, ordinances,
regulations, and standards (LORS) and that there would continue to be a less than
significant effect on the environment.

Il. STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the CEC approve the petition to amend including the new and
modified COCs provided herein.

Staff has reviewed the petition for potential environmental effects and consistency
with applicable LORS pursuant to California Code of Regulations, title 20, section
1769. Staff concludes that the addition of the new and amended conditions of
certification will not result in significant effects on the environment. Staff also
concludes that the project would continue to comply with all appliable LORS and that
the findings specified in California Code of Regulations, title 20, section 1748(b), do
not apply to the changes. Staff also concludes that adding and modifying the COCs
do not meet any of the criteria requiring the preparation of subsequent or
supplemental environmental review pursuant to Public Resources Code section
21166 or California Code of Regulations, title 14, sections 15162 and 15163. Staff’s
assessment of the petition was subject to a 30-day comment period.

lll. ENERGY COMMISSION FINDINGS

Based on the record, including staff’s analysis, the CEC concludes that the modified
COCs and new COC will not result in any significant impacts to public health and
safety, or to the environment. The CEC finds that:

e The petition meets all the filing criteria of California Code of Regulations, title
20, section 1769(a) concerning post-certification project changes;

« The modifications will not change the findings in the CEC's Final Decision,
pursuant to California Code of Regulations, title 20, section 1748;

e The project will remain in compliance with all applicable laws, ordinances,
regulations, and standards, subject to the provisions of Public Resources
Code, section 25525;
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e The project change does not meet the criteria requiring the preparation of
subsequent or supplemental environmental review pursuant to Public
Resources Code section 21166 or California Code of Regulations, title 14,
sections 15162 and 15163;

« Notice of the staff assessment was mailed to the CEC'’s list of interested
parties and property owners of all parcels within 500 feet of any affected
project linears and 1,000 feet of the project site as well as emailed to the MSP
subscription list; and

o The staff assessment was posted to the docket on April 9, 2026, and was
subject to a 30-day comment period. The single comment received during the
comment period is addressed in the errata adopted by the CEC.

IV. CONCLUSION AND ORDER

Based on the its independent review of staff’'s analysis (TN 269451), the CEC
hereby adopts the findings set forth herein and approves the petition to amend and
the new and modified conditions of certification as set forth in the staff analysis, as
amended by in accordance with the Errata Sheet #1 (TN 269965).

IT 1S SO ORDERED.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 26" day of May 2026, by the following vote:

AYE: Hochschild, Gunda, McAllister, Gallardo, Skinner
NAY: None

ABSENT: None

ABSTAIN: None

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned Secretariat to the CEC does hereby certify that the foregoing is a
full, true, and correct copy of an order duly and regularly approved and adopted by
the affirmative vote of the CEC at a meeting held on May 26, 2026.

Kim Todd
Secretariat


https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/GetDocument.aspx?tn=269965&DocumentContentId=107116

