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Developer validates that energy projects devalue property 

CEC staff,  
This posting from Facebook reveals that an energy developer, NextEra, asked to lease 
the land of a property owner in McPherson County, North Dakota to construct their gen-
tie line for a wind farm substation. The landowner declined but his neighbor accepted 
the lease offer. The landowner who had refused the lease was then offered a 
depreciation payment because of their home being adjacent to a property that their 
substation transmission line would be running through. This is the developers admission 
that the home and property value will depreciate due to the proximity to their project. 
This also shows the manipulation of landowners and how one individuals financial 
decisions then impact his neighbors.  
 
This situation in McPherson County, North Dakota greatly supports our residents 
concerns that the Prairie Song BESS will negatively impact their property values. I have 
been informed of a couple of residents who have been approached by Coval to 
purchase or lease their land. They are being asked to sign non-disclosure agreements if 
they agree to the offer. This pits neighbor against neighbor. This forces an unwilling 
property owner to sometimes ultimately have to accept an offer because their neighbor 
has accepted an offer, leaving them vulnerable to the economic as well as safety 
impacts of the project which is now going to be adjacent to their home.  
 
If a large industrial energy project like the Prairie Song BESS was properly sited away 
from residents, none of this would be an issue and residents would not be negatively 
economically affected nor have their lives disrupted. 

Additional submitted attachment is included below. 




