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CNPS Comment - Soda Mountain Solar Project SA-DEIR 

February 27, 2026  
 
California Energy Commission  
Attn: Lisa Worrall, Project Manager  
715 P Street  
Sacramento, CA 95814  
 
Submitted via email to: STEPsiting@energy.ca.gov, Chair.Hochschild@energy.ca.gov, 
CommissionerGallardo@energy.ca.gov  
 
Submitted via the web to: https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/  
 
Re: California Native Plant Society Comments on Soda Mountain Solar Project Staff 
Assesment/Draft Environmental Impact Report  
 
Dear Ms. Worrall, Chair Hochschild, and Commissioner Gallardo:  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Soda Mountain Solar Project Staff 
Assessment (SA)/Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR). The following comments 
are submitted on behalf of the California Native Plant Society (CNPS), a non-profit 
environmental organization with over 13,000 members in 35 Chapters across California 
and Baja California, Mexico. CNPSâ€™s mission is to protect Californiaâ€™s native 
plants and their natural habitats, today and into the future, through science, education, 
stewardship, gardening, and advocacy. We work closely with decision-makers, 
scientists, and local planners to advocate for well-informed policies, regulations, and 
land management practices.  
 
Opposition to Project Siting  
 
While our organization is in strong support of the development of renewable energy, 
where we place renewable energy projects and how we meet our energy needs are 
critical to the conservation of remaining intact habitats, preservation of biodiversity, and 
achieving Californiaâ€™s 30x30 goals. The proposed Soda Mountain Solar Project is 
not compatible with these goals.  
 
This project is not sited within a designated development focus area as designated by 
the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP), a plan that has provided 
access to huge swaths of lower conflict lands for solar development. Both the National 
Park Service and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) have cited 
concerns with the impacts to desert bighorn sheep, a CDFW fully protected species, 












