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1    COMPLIANCE MATRIX 
 
 

An updated copy of the California Energy Commission (CEC) Compliance Matrix is included in 

Attachment 1.  As requested, fully satisfied conditions of certification (COCs) are not included in 

the Matrix after they have been reported complete. 

 
2    CURRENT PROJECT OPERATING STATUS 

 
 

During the reporting period (Jan 1-Dec 31, 2025) Unit 3 (D13) was installed and operational. 

The Sentinel Energy Center (Sentinel) facility had all 8 units operating normally, during the 

reporting period. 

 
3    REQUIRED DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED WITH THIS REPORT 

 
 

This Section describes all of the condition-specific documents required to be submitted along with 

this Annual Compliance Report (ACR). 

 
3.1   AIR QUALITY 

 
 

AQ-16 requires Sentinel to include evidence of sufficient Regional Clean Air Incentives Market 

(RECLAIM) Trading Credits (RTCs) in the ACR.  Evidence of annual RTCs is included in 

Attachment 2. 

 
3.2   BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

 

BIO-2 states “if actions may affect biological resources during operation, a Designated Biologist 

shall be available for monitoring and reporting. During project operation, the Designated Biologist 

shall submit record summaries in the Annual Compliance Report unless their duties are ceased as 

approved by the Compliance Project Manager (CPM).” Per verification requirements of BIO-2, an 

annual summary report for biological resources is included as Attachment 3 to this ACR. There 

were no issues of concern pertaining to biological resources during this reporting year. The 

Designated Biologist concurs that there were no biological issues of concern during the reporting 

period and that the Biological Resources Mitigation Implementation and Monitoring Plan 

(BRMIMP) was adhered to. All new on-site employees during this reporting year completed the 

Worker Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP) training.  WEAP sign-in sheets are also 

included in Attachment 3. 
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3.3   HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
 
 

In accordance with the HAZ-1 ACR requirements, the list of hazardous materials used at the 

facility is included in Attachment 4. 

 
In accordance with the HAZ-9 ACR requirement: 

 
 Sentinel owners conduct background investigations as part of their initial hiring process 

for each employee. Background investigations are restricted to determine the accuracy of 

employee identity and employment history and conducted in accordance with all state and 

federal laws regarding security and privacy (Attachment A of the Operations Security 

Plan). 
 

 Sentinel requires each permanent contractor, technical contractor or hazardous materials 

transport vendor (“Contractor”), who works on critical components to provide a signed 

statement (Attachment B of the Operations Security Plan) that they have conducted a 

background investigation on employees directed to Sentinel Energy. 
 

 Sentinel requires owners or authorized representative of hazardous materials transport 

vendors to provide a signed statement (Attachment C of the Operations Security Plan) that 

they have conducted employee background investigations in accordance with Title 49 Code 

of Federal Regulations Part 1572, subparts A and B. 
 
 

3.4   WASTE MANAGEMENT 
 
 

Sentinel is in compliance with WASTE-11. Copies of manifests for all wastes transported off-site, 

a listing of all liquid and solid waste transported off-site, and actual volumes of waste hauled off- 

site, as documented in the waste manifests, are included in Attachment 5. There were no deviations 

from those methods provided in the Operation Waste Management Plan. 

 
3.5   SOIL AND WATER RESOURCES 

 
 

3.5.1  SOIL&WATER-3: Project Groundwater Wells 
 

There were no changes to either the construction or operation of the two groundwater production 

wells (PW), PW-1 and PW-2, during the reporting period.  Water well monitoring reports are not 

required by the County of Riverside; thus, no monitoring reports were prepared. 
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3.5.2 SOIL&WATER-4: Stormwater NPDES Permit 
 

Soil&Water-4 requires the facility to comply with the requirements of the general NPDES permit 

for discharges of stormwater associated with industrial activity. Sector O of the Environmental 

Protection Agency’s Multi-Sector General Permit (MSGP) for Steam Electric Generating 

facilities is narrative in nature and not based strictly on the facility’s Standard Industrial 

Classification (SIC) code. California’s implementation of the NPDES program resulted in a 

Statewide Stormwater Industrial General Permit that is applicable for “Steam Electric Power 

Generating Facilities” only. As gas turbines do not produce electricity through steam, they are not 

covered by the general permit and are not required to obtain authorization for the discharge of 

stormwater. Consequently, the facility submitted a Notice of Termination (NOT) to the Colorado 

River Basin Regional Water Quality Control Board that became effective 13 March 2015. 

 

3.5.3 SOIL&WATER-5: Potable Water Use 
 
 

In accordance with the reporting requirements described in SOIL&WATER-5, a summary of the 

amount of potable water used at the facility is included in Attachment 6.  The summary includes 

the monthly range and monthly average of daily water usage in cubic feet per month, and total 

water used on a monthly and annual basis in acre-feet. 

 
3.5.4  SOIL&WATER-7: Mitigation of Energy Use Impacts on Private Wells 

 
 

In accordance with SOIL&WATER-6, Sentinel completed an Evaluation of Impacts to private 

wells (April 2011).  The report concluded that there were no impacts to private wells; thus, 

no payments or reimbursements to private well owners is required. 

 
3.5.5  SOIL&WATER-8: Non-Potable Water Usage Requirements 

 
 

Per SOIL&WATER-8, an annual summary which includes identification of the wells used, daily 

groundwater usage in gallons per day, maximum and minimum daily usage by month and year, 

and total volume of groundwater used on a monthly and annual basis in acre-feet is included in 

Attachment 7. 

 
3.5.6  SOIL&WATER-10: Groundwater Recharge 
 
 

Attachment 8 provides an accounting of cumulative water recharged on a monthly basis per 
 

SOIL&WATER-10. 
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3.5.7  SOIL&WATER-12: Zero Liquid Discharge System Requirements – Status 
 

Report 
  

 

There is no long-term (or interim) storage of wastewater at the Sentinel facility. All wastewater is 

accumulated in the Wastewater Tank, then processed by the zero-liquid discharge (ZLD) system 

until the water is ready for reuse, then returned to service.  The monthly volumes of residual salt 

cake generated is shown in Attachment 9.  The results from the 2017 annual sampling of the waste 

solids satisfied the criteria of non-hazardous solid waste, and was accepted by the Riverside County 

Department of Waste Resources.  The Approval Letter (included in Attachment 9.) will stay in 

effect as long as there is no operational change that could alter the composition/characteristic of the 

waste stream.   

The ZLD system is operating within the parameters described in the August 2013 ZLD 

Management Plan, and has not been the subject of any major unplanned maintenance issues, nor 

any issues that require the system be taken out of service for a repair. There have been no 

disruptions in the service of this system since the beginning of its operation. Therefore, no changes 

to the August 2013 ZLD Management Plan are warranted at this time. 

 
3.5.8  SOIL&WATER-14: Water Supply Conversion of Palm Springs National Golf 

 

Course 
 

In accordance with SOIL&WATER-14, Sentinel funded the construction and operation of the 

Desert Water Agency (DWA) recycled water line to provide recycled water to the Palm Springs 

National Golf Course (PSNGC).  PSNGC has relied solely on recycled water supplied by DWA 

for irrigation purposes; groundwater is not available as the groundwater well was removed. 

Attachment 10 includes a memorandum from DWA confirming that the recycled water system 

for PSNGC was completed in June 2012, thus eliminating the golf courses’ dependence on 

groundwater.  On July 17, 2020, Sentinel notified the CEC of the Agua Caliente Band 

of Cahuilla Indians’ action to no longer purchase recycled water that was part of the 

Water Conservation Funding Agreement.  The Revised Water Conservation Plan is 

included in Att. 10.   

Attachment 14 includes a summary and provides a breakdown of groundwater saved monthly, as 

well as a total of groundwater saved to-date. 

 
  



 

 
 Sentinel Energy Project 07-AFC-3C Annual Compliance Report – Number 7 

 

2025 

 
3.5.9  SOIL&WATER-15: Irrigation Controller Program, Free Sprinkler Nozzles, and 

 

Groundwater Remediation Program 
 
 

In accordance with SOIL&WATER-15, Sentinel continues to fund DWA’s irrigation controller 

program and free sprinkler nozzle program. Attachment 11 includes copies of the annual invoices 

and proof of payment. The number of irrigation controllers installed with resultant water savings 

and the number of sprinkler nozzle program participants with resultant water savings are included 

as Attachment 12. 

 

Regarding the irrigation controller program and free sprinkler nozzles program effectiveness and 

estimated water savings, DWA issued two memorandums, dated November 4, 2013 and May 

24,2017 (Attachment 13), addressing these topics.   DWA confirms that the irrigation controller 

program and free sprinkler nozzles program continues to be funded and implemented. 

Attachment 14 provides an annual summary of the DWA Irrigation Controller Program, Free 

Sprinkler Nozzles Program, and the Groundwater Remediation Program. 

 

DWA issued a memorandum dated November 4, 2013 identifying the groundwater remediation 

program to enhance water conservation efforts. 

The project consists of the construction and operation of two new wells designed to pump 

and treat groundwater that has elevated concentrations of nitrates.  The treated groundwater is 

then blended with DWA’s recycled water and used for irrigation. 

 
 
3.5.10 SOIL&WATER-16: Reporting and Verifying the Fresh Water Conservation 
 

Program Benefits 
 
 

SOIL&WATER-16 reporting requirements are as follows: 
 
 

1.   Provide annual reporting to assess whether the fresh water conservation benefits achieved 

by implementation of SOIL&WATER-14 and SOIL&WATER-15 have met the following 

requirements: 
 

A.  Achieve 1,000 [acre-feet per year (AFY)] in fresh water conservation benefits by  

the end of the first full calendar year following the project commercial operation date, 

increasing by 100 AFY annually over the subsequent 5 years to 1,500 AFY by the end 

of the 6th full calendar year following the commercial operation date. 
 

B.  Achieve minimum cumulative water conservation benefits of 1,500 AFY for each 

year following the 6th full calendar year following the commercial operation date for 

the life of the project. 
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2.   If the fresh water conservation benefits of the water supply conversion of the PSNGC and 

the irrigation program projects identified in 1. A and B above cannot be sustained for any 

reason, the project owner shall submit a revised Water Conservation Plan within 6 months 

of the annual report, obtain CPM approval of the revised plan, and implement additional 

fresh water conservation projects on the schedule identified in the approved plan that will 

achieve fresh water conservation that will include the makeup of any deficits in meeting 

the water conservation requirements of 1.A and B of this condition. 
 

Verification: For each year following the commercial operation date, the project owner shall 

provide an Annual Compliance Report, an accounting of fresh water conservation benefits for the 

previous calendar year, and a summary of annual fresh water conservation quantities since 

inception. If the water conservation benefits are not in conformance with the fresh water 

performance measures included in this Condition, the project owner shall submit: 
 

1.   A revised Water Conservation Plan within 6 months of the annual report; 
 

2.   Obtain CPM approval of the revised plan; and 
 

 

3.   Implement additional fresh water conservation projects on the schedule identified in the 

approved plan that will achieve fresh water conservation that will include the makeup of 

any deficits in meeting the water conservation requirements of 1.A and B of this Condition. 
 

 

Attachment 14. provides a summary of the project’s overall fresh water conservation 

benefits, the Annual Water Use and Conservation Summary Report to provide an 

overall summary of the total water use and conservation measures met by Sentinel, 

and the Revised Water Conservation Plan which includes the Irrigation Controller 

Program, the Free Sprinkler Nozzles Program, the Groundwater Remediation 

Program, and the Grass Removal Program. 

 
 
 
3.6 TRANSMISSION LINE SAFETY AND NUISANCE 

 
 

In accordance with Condition TLSN-2, Sentinel confirms that there have been no line-

related complaints during this reporting period.   

TLSN-4 requires that “During the first five years of plant operation, the project owner shall 

provide a summary of inspection results and any fire prevention activities carried out along the 

right-of-way, and provide such summaries in the ACR.” However, the electrical transmission line 

is owned by Southern California Edison (SCE) and is within SCE owned right-of-way.  

Inspections and maintenance are performed by SCE.  Therefore, Sentinel is not responsible for 

inspections or maintenance of the right-of-way; thus, no inspection reports were completed by 

Sentinel. 
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3.7   VISUAL RESOURCES 

 
 

In accordance with VIS-1, Sentinel prepared a Status Report describing: a) the condition of the 

surfaces of all structures and buildings at the end of the reporting year; b) maintenance activities 

that occurred during the reporting year; and c) the schedule of maintenance activities for the next 

year.”  The Surface Treatment Maintenance Status Report is provided in Attachment 15. 

 
In accordance with the requirements contained within VIS-2 Verification, Sentinel confirms that 

there have been no lighting complaints.  Thus, no complaint reports are attached. 

 
Further, in accordance with the requirements contained within VIS-2 Verification, Sentinel 

prepared a Status Report specifying: a) the condition of the lighting that has been installed under 

the lighting plan at the end of the reporting year; b) any deviations in lighting from the plan that 

occurred during the reporting year; and c) any proposed deviations from the lighting plan for the 

next year.  The Permanent Exterior Lighting Status Report is provided in Attachment 16. 

 
In accordance with the approval of VIS-3 submittal (included in Attachment 17), Sentinel was not 

required to prepare a landscape plan.  Thus, no landscape maintenance activities were required or 

conducted. 

 
 
4    POST-CERTIFICATION CHANGES 
 

 

This Section provides a cumulative listing of all post-certification changes approved by the CEC 
 

or cleared by the CPM.   
There were no significant post-certification changes to operations during the reporting period, but 

there were four CEC-approved changes, as described below: 

 
Petition for Modification - Construction Parking Area Addition, July 2011. CEC approved 

September 7, 2011.   
 
Petition for Modification – General Arrangement Refinement, June 6, 2011. CEC approved 

September 21, 2011. 
 

Petition for Modification – Modification to Move Construction Laydown Area, February 

14, 2011. CEC approved April 18, 2011. 
 

WASTE-10  Verification  Language  Update  –  Verification  requirements  update.  CEC 

approved January 26, 2018. 
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5 DELINQUENT SUBMITTALS 
 
 

This Section provides an explanation for any submittal deadlines that were missed, 

accompanied by an estimate of when the information will be provided. 

 
There were no submittal missed deadlines during the reporting period. 

 
 

6 FILINGS OR PERMITS ISSUED BY OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES 
 
 

Below is a list of filings submitted to, or permits issued by governmental agencies during the 

reporting year. 

 
California Energy Commission (CEC) 

 

CEC Quarterly Operation Reports submitted 

 

CEC Quarterly 1304 Reports submitted 

 

U.S. EPA and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) 
 
 

SCAQMD Quarterly RECLAIM Emission Reports (QCER) submitted 
 

SCAQMD Rule 218.1 Semi-Annual CO Excess Emission and Monitoring System 

Performance Reports submitted 
 

NSPS Semi-Annual NOx Excess Emission and Monitoring System Performance Reports 

submitted  
 

Title V Semi-Annual Monitoring Reports submitted 
 

Title V Annual Compliance Certification submitted  
 

SCAQMD Annual Permit Emission Program (APEP) Form submitted  
 

SCAQMD Annual Emission Report (AER) submitted  
 

Annual GHG Emission Report to the EPA submitted  
 

Annual GHG Emission Report to the CARB submitted  

 

SCAQMD and EPA CEMS RATA, Triennial, and NH3 Source Test Reports 

 

EPA Quarterly/Annual Acid Rain electronic reporting 
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California Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) - Colorado River Basin Region 
 

 No permits were obtained from, or submittals filed to the RWQCB for the reporting period. 
 

Riverside County Department of Environmental Health 
 

 The 2025 Hazardous Materials Management Permit was issued  
 

7 UPCOMING COMPLIANCE ACTIVITIES 
 
 

During the next reporting period, Sentinel intends to continue reporting on the standard 

required compliance items, including but not limited to: 

 SCAQMD/EPA Quarterly and Semi-Annual CEMS Reports/Operations Reports 
 

 SCAQMD Quarterly Certificate of Emissions 
 

 SCAQMD Annual Permit Emissions Program Report 
 

 Monthly and Quarterly RECLAIM RTU Reports 
 

 Rule 219 Quarterly NOx Emissions Reports for diesel fire pump emissions and 

small equipment 
 

 EPA Quarterly Emissions Data Reports 
 

 SCAQMD Semi-Annual Title V Report 
 

 DOE Annual EIA 860/923 Report 

               NERC Quarterly Miss-operations Report, and AVR & PSS Reports 
 

 Notification of Source Testing and Associated Source Test Reports 
 

 Quarterly CEC 1304 Report 
 

 CEC Annual Third-Party GHG Verification Report 
 

 CEC Annual Compliance Reports 
 

 Water Conservation Measures Reporting 
 

 Department of Toxic Substances Control Verification Questionnaire 
 

 Sulfur hexafluoride (SF6) Reporting 

 

 
8    LISTING OF THE YEARS’S ADDITIONS TO THE COMPLIANCE FILE 

 
 

All of the noted items in Section 6.0, which were submitted to agencies other than the CEC, as 

well as those items submitted to the CEC have been added to the site compliance files. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
9    UPDATES TO FACILITY CLOSURE PLANS 
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In accordance with the ACR requirement contained in COMPLIANCE-12 and upon review of the 

On-Site Contingency Plan, there have been no changes in operations or company business 

practices to warrant modifying the On-Site Contingency Plan for unplanned facility closure. 

In addition, consistent with requirements under unplanned permanent closure, the nature and  

extent of insurance coverage, and major equipment warranties are included in the On-Site 

Contingency Plan.  Insurance coverage and warranties are up to date and are included in the On- 

Site Contingency Plan.   

 
10  COMPLAINTS, NOTICES OF VIOLATIONS, WARNINGS AND CITATIONS 

 
 

This section includes a listing of complaints, notices of violation, official warnings, and citations 

received during the year, a description of the resolution of any resolved matters, and the status of 

any unresolved matters. 

 

The Sentinel Energy Center did not receive any complaints, notices of violation, official warnings, 

and citations during the reporting period (see appendix 18 for documentation).  

 

 
 
  
















































































































































































































































