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________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

"Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter"   Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

December 10, 2025 
 
Lisa Worrall, Project Manager              
California Energy Commission  
715 P Street, MS-40  
Sacramento, CA 95814  
 
Subject:   Acton Town Council Concerns Regarding the Elimination of Access Routes by  
the “Prairie Song” BESS Developer. 
 
Reference: California Energy Commission Docket Number 25-OPT-02.  
 
 
Dear Ms. Worrall; 
 
The Acton Town Council is substantially alarmed by recent actions taken by “Prairie Song 

Reliability Project LLC” (Applicant) that have deleteriously affected Acton residents who 

live adjacent to the proposed Prairie Song BESS development site.  Specifically, the 

Applicant has installed long concrete “K-Rails” (also known as Jersey barriers) at the 

entrances of all existing access routes in the neighborhood and have thus blocked off 

residential access.  Photos of this are provided below.  As a result of these actions, residents 

are now forced to use a substandard route that is persistently damaged by rain runoff.   
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The access routes that the Applicant/Agent has blocked off have been used prescriptively 

by neighborhood residents for more than 351 years.  To make matters worse, residents are 

being pressured to sign documents that the Applicant calls “Access Easement Agreements” 

but which in fact eliminate all prescriptive access rights2, and even worse, the negligible 

easement benefits that these documents provide can be peremptorily and unilaterally 

terminated by the Applicant with just a 90 day notice.  A copy of one of these documents is 

provided in Attachment 1 (the names and addresses are redacted to protect residents).  

None of this is acceptable to the Community of Acton, and the Acton Town Council is 

appalled by the coercive tactics used by the Applicant to bully and intimidate Acton 

residents into submission and drive them into waiving their rights.  These residents are 

already quite apprehensive about the devastating wildfire, noise, and aesthetic impacts 

presented by the BESS project and the adverse effects these impacts will have on their 

homes, their families, and their wellbeing.  The Acton Town Council can only conclude from 

these strong-arm tactics that the Applicant has nothing but disdain for our residents and 

disregard for our community.  

 

As the Prairie Song BESS is in the heart of Acton, and as Acton is a Very High Fire Severity 

Zone (VHFHSZ), our residents must have two reasonable means of access and egress.  

Nonetheless, it is clear from the plain language of the “easement” document and the 

aggressive stance taken by the Applicant (such as blocking off ancient access routes to 

pressure residents to sign away their access rights) that the Prairie Song BESS developer is 

not interested in the safety and security of Acton residents.  This is particularly disturbing 

given that the Prairie Song BESS will itself pose a significant wildfire risk because of the 

lithium ion battery chemistry it will utilize (though this fact is not disclosed anywhere in 

the Application).  The disdain that the Applicant shows toward Acton residents at this very 

early stage of the application process is indicative of a lack of “good faith” which is a key 

element in any entitlement process.  Accordingly, the Acton Town Council has no 

confidence that the Applicant will provide Acton residents with two reasonable means of 

access in the event the Commission approves the BESS development as proposed.  After all, 

if the developer is already eliminating existing prescriptive access opportunities before the 

project is even approved (and thus before such action is even necessary) why should 

anyone believe any commitment made by the Applicant that adequate access opportunities 

will be provided after the project is approved?  Our concerns are not unfounded:  the site 

 
1 The Acton Town Council can provide proof of this because we have aerial photographs of the area dating 
back to 1990. 
2 The last term in this “Access Easement Agreement” is titled “Relinquishment of Prescriptive Rights” and 
it states in part that “Grantee on behalf of itself, its heirs, successors and assigns hereby waives and 
releases, and covenants not to assert any right, claim, or cause of action which it may now have or which it 
may have in the future for access rights against the Adjacent Property”.   
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plan (Figure 1-3) and the visual simulations (Section 3-13) of the Prairie Song BESS 

Application indicate that the block walls proposed by the project will be located along the 

property boundaries and thus eliminate all existing access routes.   

 

The Acton Town Council has also investigated some of the history of Assessor Parcel 

Number 3056-019-037 (upon which the Applicant has blocked off all access routes), and 

according to information obtained from the Assessor’s Office and the Department of 

Regional Planning, parcel 3056-019-037 was not established legally and in conformance 

with the California Subdivision Map Act (Gov Code § 66410 et seq.)  Accordingly, and 

before any development can occur on the property, the owner must obtain a “Certificate of 

Compliance” from the County of Los Angeles.  Furthermore, and as required by Section 

66499.35(b) of the Government Code, the Certificate of Compliance must be conditioned to 

ensure the developer complies with all the requirements “that would have been applicable 

to the division of the property at the time the applicant acquired his or her interest 

therein”; these conditions include, but are not limited to, providing access opportunities to 

surrounding properties (particularly those properties that were altered or affected by the 

illegal subdivision when it occurred)3.    It is the Acton Town Council’s hope that, as part of 

the Certificate of Compliance process, the Commission and the County will ensure that the 

access difficulties caused by the Applicant’s unconscionable actions in blocking off 

neighborhood access will be resolved to the mutual benefit of both the surrounding 

property owners and the Applicant.  For example, the Acton Town Council recommends 

that the Applicant place the block wall surrounding the BESS at least 30 feet back from the 

property line and grade a road way around it; the 30 feet should be sufficiently wide to 

provide a safe, 2 way access route and accommodate the necessary trees for screening and 

landscaping.   

 

For the reasons set forth above, the Acton Town Council respectfully requests that the 

Commission direct the Applicant to 1) restore all access routes during the pendency of the 

Prairie Song Application; 2) comply with the Subdivision Map Act; and 3) configure the 

project in a manner that provides Acton residents with two reasonable access routes in the 

event the Prairie Song BESS is approved as proposed.   

 

 
3  From inception, an objective of the Subdivision Map Act was to preclude parcels from being “landlock”. 



 

ATTACHMENT 1 

DOCUMENT THAT ACTON RESIDENTS ARE BEING 

PRESSURED TO SIGN THAT WAIVES ALL CURRENT 

AND FUTURE ACCESS RIGHTS.  



_________________________________________________














