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October 23, 2025 
 
Via Email 
Daniel S. Hashimi 
Senior Counsel 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
300 Lakeside Drive 
Oakland, California 94612 
Daniel.Hashimi@pge.com  

Application for Confidential Designation - Data in Integrated Energy Policy Report  
Docket No. 25-IEPR-03 

Dear Mr. Hashimi: 
The California Energy Commission (CEC) has received Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company’s (applicant) Application for Confidentiality docketed September 2, 2025, (TN 
265852), covering the following data submitted in response to a CEC staff request 
dated August 4, 2025, for data center projects: 

- Total capacity requested (MW) 
- Capacity ramping schedule (MW/year) 
- Application status 

Confidentiality Claims 
The applicant requests that the entirety of the above-described data be designated 
confidential indefinitely under California Code of Regulations, title 20, section 
2505(a)(5), as commercial customer sector information, and alternatively under 
Government Code section 6254.16 and section 2505(a)(1)(D) as trade secret and 
proprietary information. 
Discussion 
A properly filed Application for Confidentiality shall be granted under California Code of 
Regulations, title 20, section 2505(a)(3)(A), “if the applicant makes a reasonable claim 
that the Public Records Act or other provision of law authorizes the California Energy 
Commission to keep the record confidential.”  
The applicant demonstrated that the information falls within section 2505(a)(5)(B)(1)(a), 
which includes commercial customer sector information such as customer identifiers, 
energy consumption, and any other information that could allow a third party to uniquely 
identify a specific customer. 
Additionally, Government Code section 7927.410 exempts from disclosure utility 
customer usage data, and the information described above would allow a third party to 
calculate or determine customer-specific usage data. 
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The applicant also provided a reasonable claim that the information qualifies as a trade 
secret under section 2505(a)(1)(D), the Evidence Code, and the Civil Code. The 
California Public Records Act allows for the non-disclosure of trade secrets. (Gov. Code 
section 7927.705 (formerly section 6254(k); Evid. Code section 1060.) 
Civil Code section 3426.1(d) defines “trade secret” as:  

[I]nformation, including a formula, pattern, compilation, program, device, method, 
technique, or process, that: 1) Derives independent economic value, actual or 
potential, from not being generally known to the public or to other persons who 
can obtain economic value from its disclosure or use; and 2) Is the subject of 
efforts that are reasonable under the circumstances to maintain its secrecy.  

(Civ. Code section 3426.1(d); See also Gov. Code sections 7927.705; Evid. Code 
section 1061(a); Uribe v. Howie (1971) 19 Cal.App.3d 194, 207.) 
California Code of Regulations, title 20, section 2505(a)(1)(D), further states that if an 
applicant for confidential designation believes that the record should not be disclosed 
because it contains trade secrets, or its disclosure would otherwise cause loss of a 
competitive advantage, an application shall state: 1) the specific nature of the 
advantage; 2) how the advantage would be lost; 3) the value of the information to an 
applicant; and 4) the ease or difficulty with which the information could be legitimately 
acquired or duplicated by others. 
The application addresses each of these four requirements by stating: 

The specific nature of the advantage –The data reflect individualized load-growth 
forecasts, interconnection capacities, and ramping schedules for specific 
commercial customers. These figures reveal PG&E’s internal coordination with 
major data-center operators and provide insight into when and how the company 
plans to meet high-density load requests. Disclosure would expose PG&E’s 
customer relationships and network-planning assumptions, creating a 
competitive disadvantage both for PG&E in the procurement and interconnection 
market and for its customers in the data-center sector. 
How the advantage would be lost – If competitors, third-party service providers, 
or market participants obtained this data, they could identify specific customers, 
estimate future facility size and demand, and anticipate PG&E’s system-upgrade 
timelines. That information could be used to poach customers, undercut pricing 
structures, or pre-empt projects. Such use would erode PG&E’s contractual 
leverage and the trust underlying its nondisclosure agreements with those 
customers. 
The value of the information to the applicant – The information has considerable 
commercial value because it enables PG&E to forecast distribution-system 
impacts, negotiate service arrangements, and plan infrastructure investments for 
large energy-intensive customers. Maintaining confidentiality preserves PG&E’s 
ability to operate efficiently and sustain collaborative relationships with those 
customers. The applicant’s investment in data management, network modeling, 
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and legal agreements reflects significant time and expense that would be 
undermined by public release. 
The ease or difficulty with which the information could be legitimately acquired or 
duplicated by others – The information cannot be duplicated without internal 
access to PG&E’s interconnection files or its customers’ load-forecast 
submissions. These records are shared only under nondisclosure agreements 
and are not publicly accessible through the California Independent System 
Operator or other regulatory filings. No legitimate public data source provides 
equivalent granularity or accuracy. 

The applicant has made a reasonable claim that the document contains trade secrets, 
as defined, and that the Public Records Act authorizes the CEC to keep the record 
confidential pursuant to California Code of Regulations, title 20, section 2505(a)(3)(A). 
Executive Director Determination  
Therefore, the CEC designates the above-described information as confidential. This 
confidentiality designation shall remain in effect indefinitely, consistent with the 
applicant’s certification that the information is subject to nondisclosure obligations and 
has not been previously released. Data may be disclosed if aggregated with other load-
serving entity data such that no specific customer can be identified. 
Be advised that under California Code of Regulations, title 20, section 2506, one may 
petition to inspect or copy records that the CEC has designated as confidential. A 
decision on a petition to inspect or copy records is issued by the CEC’s chief counsel. 
Under California Code of Regulations, title 20, section 2507, the executive director may 
disclose, or release records previously designated as confidential in certain 
circumstances, and the CEC may hold a hearing to determine the confidentiality of its 
records on its own motion or on a motion by CEC staff. The procedures and criteria for 
disclosing or releasing, filing, reviewing, and acting upon such petitions or motions are 
set forth in California Code of Regulations, title 20, sections 2506–2508. 
If you have questions, please email confidentialityapplication@energy.ca.gov 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Drew Bohan 
Executive Director 

 
 
 
 
 


