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NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF AN OPT-IN CERTIFICATION APPLICATION 

FOR 

SODA MOUNTAIN SOLAR PROJECT 

on August l, 2024, Callfornla Energy Commission (CEC) staff 
confirmed receipt of an appllcatlon from Soda Mountain Solar, 
LLC (APPllcant) for certlflcatlon from tI1e CEC through the Opt-In 
process for the Soda Mountain Solar Prolect (24-OPT-03) . The prolect 
ls located on approximately 2,670 acres of land administered by the 
U.S. Bureau of Land Management ln San Bernardino County. This 
notice of recelPt of the appllcatlon ls published pursuant to Publlc 
Resources Code, sections 25519, subdlvlslon (g) and 25545.8. 
Project Description 
The Soda Mountain Solar Prolect would generate up to 300 
megawatts (MW) of renewable energy and Include up to 300 MW of 
battery storage. The prolect also Includes decommissioning, whlcl1 
ls anticipated to occur after 30 years of operation. 
The proJect components are as follows : 
• A solar pl1otovoIta1c (PV) plant site lncludlng all facllltles that 
create a footprint 111 and around the fleld of solar panels, lncludlng 
the solar fleld consisting of solar power arrays, operation and 
maintenance bulldlngs and structures, stormwater Infrastructure, 
and related Infrastructure. 
• A substation, swltchyard, and 500-Kllovolt (KV) generation tie llne 
(gen-tie) for Interconnection to the existing MarKetptace-Adelanto 
500-KV transmission llne operc1ted by the Los Angeles Department 
of Water and Power. The 500-KV gen-tie would be located within an 
existing Caltrans culvert and require boring under Interstate 15. 
• A llthlum-lon battery energy storage system of up to 300 MW storage 
capacity across 18 acres. 
The Prolect Description (TN 257912) section of the appllcatlon can be 
accessed dlrectly at the followlng llnK: https://eflllng.energy.ca.gov/ 
GetDocument.aspx?tn=257912&DocumentContentld=93845. 
CEC Jurisdiction and Opt-In Certification Program 
Pursuant to state law, t he CEC has establlshed a certification 
program for ellglble non-fossll fueled power plants, energy storage 
facll ltles, and related facllltles to optional IY seeK certlflcatlon from 
the CEC. (See Pub. Resources Code, §§ 25545-25545.13; Cal. Code 
Regs., tit. 20, §§ 1875-1882.) Under this new Opt-In Certifi cation 
Program, among the types of fac llltles that CEC can certify are solar 
PV power plants of 50 MW or more, energy storage facllltles of 200 
megawatt-hours (MWh) or more, and electric transmission l ines 
from these facllltles to the first point of Interconnection with any 
electrical transmission system . The CEC ls the lead c19ency uncJer 
the Callfornla Environmental Quallty Act and ls required to prepare 
an environmental Impact report (EI R) for any facll lty that elects to 
opt-In to the CEC's Jurisdiction. 
Wltl1 exceptions, the Issuance of a certificate by the CEC for an 
ellglble faclllty ls In lleu of any permit, cert ificate, or slmllar 
document required by any state, local, or reglonal agency, or federal 
agency to the extent permitted by federal law, for the use of the 
site and related facllltles, and supersedes any appllcable statute, 
ordinance, or regulation of any state, local, or reglonal agency, or 
federal agency to the extent permitted by federal law. The CEC ls 
required to ma Ke Its decision on whether to certify the prolect within 
270 days of receiving a complete apptlcatlon except as provided In 
Publlc Resources Code section 25545.4. The CEC ls required to consult 
with all responsible and trustee agencies on the scope and content of 
the EIR. The CEC staff has begun Its review of the appllcatlon and 
transmitted the appllcatlon to responslble and trustee agencies. 
The appllcatlon lms not been deemed complete at this time. Once 
the appllcatlon Is deemed complete, the CEC staff wll I evaluate the 
proposed prolect, consult with Callfornla Native American tribes, 
and host publlc meetings In the prolect area. This wlll Include an 
lnformatlonal and publlc scoping meeting during the development 
of the EI R, as wet I as a publlc meeting during the 60-day comment 
period on the Draft El R, which wlll be Included as part of the 
CEC's staff Assessment of the appllcatlon. After the conclusion of 
the public com ment period, the CEC staff wlll publish an updated 
Staff Assessment (Which WIii Include a Flnal EIR), and the CEC 
Executive Director's recommendation on whetI1er the CEC should 
certify the EI Rand Issue a certificate for construction and operation 
of the proposed prolect. The updated staff Assessment and Executive 
Director's recommendation wlll be publlshed at least 30 days before 
the CE C's consideration at a publlc meeting. 
At the flnal publlc meeting, the CEC wlll formally decide whether 
to certify tI1e EI R and grant a certlflcc1tlon for construction and 
operation of the proposed pro]ect. Should the certification be 
granted, other agencies that retain their permitting authorities 
must taKe flnal action on any addltlonal permits within 90 days of 
the CEC Issuing a certificate. General Information about the Opt-In 
Certification Program can be found on the CEC website at https :// 
www.energy.ca .gov/programs-and-toplcs/toplcs/power-plants/opt­
certlflcatlon-prog ram . 
Public Participation 
The CEC welcomes publlc participation ln the Opt-In review process. 
A copy of the Opt-In appllcatlon as well as other prolect Information, 
can be found on the CEC website at https://Www.energy.ca.gov/ 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
County of San Bernardino 

I am a citizen of the United States and 
a resident of the County aforesaid; I 
am over the age of eighteen years, and 
not party to or interested in the above-
entitled matter. I am the principal clerk 
of the printer of The Sun (San 
Bernardino), a newspaper of general 
circulation, printed and published in the 
City of San Bernardino*, County of San 
Bernardino, and which newspaper has 
been adjudged a newspaper of general 
circulation by the Superior Court of 
County of San Bernardino, State of 
California, under the date of 
06/20/1952, Case No. 73084. The 
notice, of which the annexed is a 
printed copy (set in type not smaller 
than nonpareil), has been published in 
each regular and entire issue of said 
newspaper and not in any supplement 
thereof on the following dates, to wit: 

01/17/2025 

I certify (or declare) under the penalty 
of perjury that the foregoing is true and 
correct. 

Dated at San Bernardino, California 

On this 17th day of January, 2025. 

______________________________ 
Signature 
*The Sun (San Bernardino) circulation includes 
the following cities: [UNKNOWN LIST] 
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r plant/so la r-phot ovolta lc-pv/soda-mounta ln-so lar-prolect . To 
stay Infor med about th is proJect ancl receive notice of upcoming 
meetings and wor Ks11ops, sig n up t o the proJect's emall subscr1Ptlon, 
wh ich can be accessed on t he same proJect webpage. Once en rol led, 
automatic emall notifica t ions are sen t when document s and notices 
are posted to t he proJect webpage . Th is notice w i l l be the on ly general 
pub lic notif ication of this proJect that wll I appear In this publlcat lon. 
If you want to part icipate In the prolect rev iew and dec ision-mo King 
process, p lease v is it t he web page ll nKed above to subsc r i be for f ree 
emall not lflcatlons from the CEC or contact t11e Public Adv isor's 
Office (see contact Info below) . 
For questions CJl)out t 11e proJect , Pleose contoct Ll so Worral I, proJect 
manoger, by emall at ll sa.wo r ral l@energy.ca .gov . 
The CE C'S Offi ce Of the Publ ic Adv isor, Energy Equity, and Tribal 
A ffairs Is oval I able t o prov ide Information on, and ass istance with, 
pub l ic part lc1Potlon In C E C proceed ings. T he Pub li c Adv isor's 
Office con be rec1ched bY Phone at (916) 957-7910 and bY ema il at 
pub l1cadv1sor@energy_ca.gov. 
Medlo questions shou ld be directed to t he CEC's Media Of fice bY 
phone at (916) 654-4989 or by emo ll ot med1aoff 1ce@energy_ca .gov . 
The Sun (San Bernardino) 
Published: 1/ 17/25 

Soda Mountain Solar Project Notice - Page 2 of 2 




