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Housekeeping

• This workshop will be recorded and posted to the CEC 
website.

• Attendees will be muted during the presentation. Please 
submit your question using the Q&A window. 

• Workshop slides and recording will be posted on the Grant 
Funding Opportunity’s webpage: 
https://www.energy.ca.gov/event/funding-workshop/2025-
06/cerri-program-how-workshops-gfo-23-312r2-
projectapplicant. 
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https://www.energy.ca.gov/event/funding-workshop/2025-06/cerri-program-how-workshops-gfo-23-312r2-projectapplicant
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https://www.energy.ca.gov/event/funding-workshop/2025-06/cerri-program-how-workshops-gfo-23-312r2-projectapplicant


Agenda
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Time Item
10:00 a.m. Introduction & Survey

10:05 a.m. Background
• CERRI Program
• Solicitation Overview

10:10 a.m. How-To: Instructions
• Program Eligibility

• Eligibility Q&A
• Application Form

• Application Form Q&A
• Project Narrative

• Project Narrative Q&A
• Project Metrics

• Project Metrics Q&A

11:10 a.m. Application Support
• CERRI Technical Assistance

11:15 a.m. General Q&A Period
11:45 a.m. Application Resources

• ECAMS Application Support & Resources
• CERRI Webpage’s FAQ and presentation material

11:50 a.m. Adjourn



Commitment to Diversity

The CEC adopted a resolution strengthening its commitment to diversity in our 
funding programs. The CEC continues to encourage disadvantaged and 
underrepresented businesses and communities to engage in and benefit from 
our many programs.

To meet this commitment, CEC staff conducts outreach efforts and activities to:
• Engage with disadvantaged and underrepresented groups throughout the 

state.
• Notify potential new applicants about the CEC’s funding opportunities.
• Assist applicants in understanding how to apply for funding from the CEC’s 

programs.
• Survey participants to measure progress in diversity outreach efforts.
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We Want to Hear From You!

Participation Survey
Survey responses will be summarized anonymously to 
track attendance of underrepresented groups in our 
workshops for public reporting purposes.

• Online participants, please use this link:
https://forms.office.com/g/2gRu5mVEfn 

Thanks!
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Background
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Program Background

• Funded by Grid Resilience 
Formula Grants (section 40101(d) 
of the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act (IIJA)), which funds 
projects that:

• Improve resilience
• Generate community benefit
• Advance equity priorities
• Invest in America’s workforce

The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act can be accessed here: https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3684/text 
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Purpose of Solicitation

The CERRI Program will fund projects across California that align with its objectives:

Increase Energy Reliability 
& Resilience

Provide Community 
Benefits & Equity

Advance State Energy and 
Resilience Goals Create Quality Jobs

Competitive Grant Funding Opportunity
8



Applicant Groups

Group 1 = Entities 
that sell more than 
4,000 GWh/year

Group 2 = Entities 
that sell 4,000 

GWh or less/year
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IIJA Section 40101d requires a representative 
percentage of funds be set aside for entities that sell 
4,000 GWh/year or less, which is ~20% in CA.



Round 2 Project Funding & Match 
Requirements

Project Group Available
Funding1

Project
Minimum

Project
Maximum

Match
Requirement

Anticipated # 
of Awards

Group 1: 
Large Entities

(sells ≥4,000 GWh)
$41,493,611 $13,831,203 $20,746,805 115%2 2-3

Group 2:
Small Entities

(sells <4,000 GWh)
$10,373,402 $5,186,701 $10,373,402 33.33% 1-2

1. Reflects the remainder of funding from CERRI R1 and Year 3 funding with 
program admin. costs (5%) deducted.

2. Year 3 State Match Requirement (15%) passed onto large entities.
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Key Dates
Activity Date **

Start of Grant Funding Opportunity Application Period May 8, 2025
How-To Workshop #1: Project & Applicant Eligibility, Project 
Narrative, Project Metrics

June 18, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. 

How-To Workshop #2: Budget Forms, Site and Match 
Commitment Letter, Vendor Quotes  

June 25, 2025, at 10:00 a.m.

How-To Workshop #3: CEQA/NEPA  July 2, 2025, at 10:00 a.m.
Deadline to Submit Applications August 29, 2025, 11:59 p.m. 

Anticipated Notice of Letter of Intent (NOLOI) to Fund Posting Week of September 29, 2025 

CEC Recommends Awards to DOE for Approval Week of October 27, 2025
Anticipated Notice of Proposed Award Posting Q1, 2026
Anticipated Energy Commission Business Meeting Q1, 2026
Anticipated Agreement Start Date Q1, 2026
Anticipated Agreement End Date April 30, 2032

11** Pacific Standard Time or Pacific Daylight Time, whichever is being observed.



Application Requirements

• Submission of all 10 required attachments
• All relevant CEQA & NEPA 

documentation
• BABA waivers (if applicable)
• Foreign worker documentation (if 

applicable)
• Vendor quotes for work totaling more than 

$250k 
• Equipment quotes for values exceeding 

$50k
• Separate set of budget forms for 

Subcontractors requesting more than $100k 
of CERRI funds or more than 25% of total 
requested funds
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Application Attachments

Applicant Submittal Checklist (Attachment A) is an optional attachment and is not required to be submitted.
*Must be completed for all foreign nationals (any person who is not a U.S. citizen by birth or naturalization) participating in the 
grant award. 
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All Applicants must complete:applicant must complete and include the following:
1. Application Form (Attachment 01)
2. Project Narrative (Attachment 02)
3. Scope of Work Template (Attachment 03)
4. Project Schedule (Attachment 04)
5. Budget Forms (Attachment 05)
6. CEQA Compliance Form (Attachment 06)
7. NEPA Environmental Questionnaire (Attachment 07)
8. Commitment and Support Letter Form (Attachment 08)
9. Project Metrics (Attachment 09)
10. Applicant Declaration (Attachment 10)
11. Foreign National Participation (Attachment 11)*
12. Request for Unclassified Foreign National  Access (Attachment 12)*



Eligibility
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Eligible Entities

a) Electric grid operators
b) Electric storage operators
c) Electricity generators
d) Transmission owners or operators
e) Distribution providers
f) Fuel suppliers
g) Other (must receive prior approval from CEC & 

DOE before submitting an application)
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Eligibility Request Form
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• Request approval by sending a completed Eligibility Request Form to 
cerri@energy.ca.gov.

• Applicants not listed on the EIA-861 Form (2023) are strongly encouraged to 
submit an Eligibility Request Form.

• Along with the Eligibility Request Form, entities seeking approval must submit 
documentation of actual electricity sales from the last 1-2 years that, at 
minimum, details the MWh sales. 

• To qualify for funding, the CEC and the U.S. Secretary of Energy must approve 
the request before the application deadline. 

• The CEC and DOE cannot specify a timeframe for eligibility approval. Estimated 
approval timeframe: 30-65 days. 

• Apply for eligibility as soon as possible if your entity does not clearly fit in 
one of the eligible entity categories.

https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/9021
mailto:cerri@energy.ca.gov
https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/9026


Live Demonstration: Eligibility Request 
Form

17



Eligible Activities

• weatherization technologies and equipment 
(for grid hardening purposes)

• fire-resistant technologies and fire prevention 
systems

• monitoring and control technologies
• the undergrounding of electrical equipment
• utility pole management
• the relocation of power lines or the 

reconductoring of power lines with low-sag, 
advanced conductors

• vegetation and fuel-load management
• adaptive protection technologies
• advanced modeling technologies

• hardening of power lines, facilities, 
substations, of other systems

• the replacement of old overhead conductors 
and underground cables

• the use or construction of distributed energy 
resources for enhancing system adaptive 
capacity* during disruptive events, including:

• Microgrid subcomponents
• Battery storage 

• Workforce development and community 
engagement activities that are directly related 
to the eligible activities listed above

18

* See slide #20



Microgrid Eligibility

More information can be found here: US Department of Energy Microgrid Overview

19

CERRI funding may be used to purchase and/or fund installation of:
• Batteries that will be used to supply electricity during disruptive 

events
• Equipment or management systems required to integrate existing 

generation sources and/or a battery into a microgrid (i.e., an 
inverter)

• Microgrid controller (includes the equipment required to balance 
the system and connect/disconnect from the main electric grid)

• Electric cables (to connect multiple buildings within the microgrid)
• Distribution equipment (protective devices, transformers, etc.) 

required to distribute power throughout the microgrid

https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2024-02/46060_DOE_GDO_Microgrid_Overview_Fact_Sheet_RELEASE_508.pdf


System Adaptive Capacity
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• Microgrid projects must prioritize 
“system adaptive capacity”

• System adaptive capacity is “the 
ability of the electrical grid to 
continue to supply electricity where 
needed during disruptive events”

• A disruptive event is “an event in 
which operations of the electric grid 
are disrupted, preventively shut off, 
or cannot operate safely due to 
extreme weather, wildfire, or a 
natural disaster”



Workforce Development & Engagement 
Eligible Activities 

• WFD Examples:
• Eligible WFD activity: Project paying for staff training 

that is completed in order to work on project activities 
such as installs and construction.

• Ineligible WFD activity: Funding for degrees or 
certifications where students will not achieve proper 
qualifications in time for them to directly work on project 
activities.

• Community Engagement Examples:
• Eligible engagement activity: Hosting a public 

information session.
• Ineligible engagement activity: Public outreach centers 

around an ineligible activity such 
as solar PV installation.
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Ineligible Activities

• Any activity not listed within the eligible activities list is considered 
“ineligible”

• Ineligible activities may be included in overall projects but cannot be 
funded with CERRI or match funds

• Ineligible activities should not be included in the application’s 
Budget Forms (Attachment 05) but may be included in the 
application’s Scope of Work (Attachment 03)

• Ineligible activities included in an overall project will be subject to 
DOE’s Terms and Conditions, including compliance with Build 
America, Buy America (BABA), the Davis-Bacon Act, and the 
necessary reviews, such as National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA)

22



Ineligible Activity Examples

Examples include but are not limited to:
• Construction of a new electric generating facility, including the purchase or 

installation of an emergency generator
• New energy infrastructure or expansion of the electric grid
• Solar photovoltaic (PV) generation and all other new energy generation
• Residential and/or commercial building electrification and weatherization
• Electric Vehicle (EV) chargers
• Light-Emitting Diode (LED) lighting or solar carport lighting
• Manufacturing
• Construction of new transmission lines
• Cybersecurity
• Acquisition of land or easements

23



Eligibility: Questions & Answers

• Use the raise hand feature in Zoom:
• Zoom phone controls:

• *6 – Toggle mute/unmute
• *9 – Raise hand

• Introduce yourself by stating your name and affiliation
• Keep questions under 2 minutes to allow time for others 

•  Type questions in the Q&A Box in Zoom:
• Please provide name and affiliation

• Please keep questions related to application attachment presented in 
workshop

24



Project Application Form 
(Attachment 01)

25



Application Form (Attachment 01)

• Requests basic information about the applicant and the project
• Eligible entities & activities
• Project Group
• Funding Amount & Match 
• Number of Customers
• Partnered CBO or tribe
• List priority community(ies) affected by proposed project

26



Live Demonstration: Application Form

27

CERRI Grant Funding Opportunity Webpage

https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2025-05/gfo-23-312r2-round-2-community-energy-reliability-and-resilience-investment


Live Demonstration: EIA Report

Number of megawatt hours of electricity 
sold by applicant:
1. CERRI webpage> Resources 

dropdown > Utility Sales Reference 
Data > U.S. Energy Information 
Administration’s 2023 Annual 
Electricity Power Report

2. Recent documentation of actual 
electricity sales with the megawatt-
hour (MWh) sales

28

https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/community-energy-reliability-and-resilience-investment-cerri-program
https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/9026
https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/9026
https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/9026


Application Form: 
Scoring Priority Communities

Priority Community Points 
Awarded

Disadvantaged Communities 
Tribal Lands

10

Disadvantaged Communities 
CES (Cal Enviroscreen 4.0)

5

Low Income Communities 5

• Includes communities where the project is located and communities who will benefit from the project
• Points are additive for communities that fit more than one category
• Points will be averaged for projects that impact more than one community or census tract

For more information on Priority Communities visit: 
https://gis.carb.arb.ca.gov/portal/apps/experiencebuilder/experience/?id=5dc1218631fa46bc8d340b8e82548a6a&page=Priority-Populations-4_0
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Live Demonstration: How to Identify 
Priority Communities

1. Open the California Climate 
Investments Priority Populations 
4.0  map 

2. Search by location (e.g., address, 
city, region) or census tract number 
in the search bar 

3. Click on the area to view priority 
community’s designations  and 
census tract

4. List priority community information 
and associated score on the 
Application Form
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https://gis.carb.arb.ca.gov/portal/apps/experiencebuilder/experience/?id=5dc1218631fa46bc8d340b8e82548a6a&page=Priority-Populations-4_0
https://gis.carb.arb.ca.gov/portal/apps/experiencebuilder/experience/?id=5dc1218631fa46bc8d340b8e82548a6a&page=Priority-Populations-4_0
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Application Form: Questions & Answers

• Use the raise hand feature in Zoom:
• Zoom phone controls:

• *6 – Toggle mute/unmute
• *9 – Raise hand

• Introduce yourself by stating your name and affiliation
• Keep questions under 2 minutes to allow time for others 

•  Type questions in the Q&A Box in Zoom:
• Please provide name and affiliation

• Please keep questions related to application attachment presented in 
workshop
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Project Narrative Form 
(Attachment 02)
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Project Narrative Form

• The Project Narrative form follows the proposed Scoring Criteria defined in 
Section VIII of the Solicitation Manual

• Provide a detailed description of the proposed project(s) and provide the 
information requested in each of the following areas:

• Project Merit, Need, & Goals
• Project Management 
• Community Engagement & Impact 
• Workforce Development 
• Advancement of Energy and Resilience Goals 

• All proposed deliverables outlined in the Project Narrative must be listed in the 
Scope of Work (Attachment 03), Project Schedule (Attachment 04), and 
Project Metrics (Attachment 09)
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Live Demonstration: Project Narrative 
Form
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CERRI Grant Funding Opportunity Webpage

https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2025-05/gfo-23-312r2-round-2-community-energy-reliability-and-resilience-investment


Determining Extreme Weather Risk
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California Grid Resilience Report Cal-Adapt Analytics Engine 

• Question 3: Extreme weather risk

https://www.baringa.com/globalassets/industries/energy-and-resources/grid-resilience-reports/grid-resilience-report-california.pdf
https://analytics.cal-adapt.org/


Live Demonstration: California Grid 
Resilience Report
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California Grid Resilience Report

https://www.baringa.com/globalassets/industries/energy-and-resources/grid-resilience-reports/grid-resilience-report-california.pdf


Cal-Adapt Analytics Engine
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• Cal-Adapt Analytics Engine 
provides complex and 
detailed analyses of climate 
data

• Cal-Adapt Guidance
• Targeted Extremes 

Database

https://analytics.cal-adapt.org/guidance/
https://www.energy.ca.gov/files/08-target-extremes-database
https://www.energy.ca.gov/files/08-target-extremes-database


Project Narrative - Required 
Supplemental Documents

• Question 2: Relevant supporting outage data, such as:
• System Average Interruption Duration Index (SAIDI)
• System Average Interruption Frequency Index (SAIFI)
• Customer Average Interruption Duration Index (CAIDI)

• Question 17: Single line drawings, site maps, permission letter (if applicable)

• Question 18: Vendor quotes for all equipment items over $50k and vendors 
whose total project costs amount to $250k or more

• Question 19: Commitment letters from applying organization, CBO or tribal 
partner, and entities that will provide match funds and project sites
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Examples - Required Supplemental 
Documents

• Question 17: Single line drawings, site maps, permission letter

Single Line Drawing Site Map Permission Letter
39



Project Narrative: Questions & Answers

• Use the raise hand feature in Zoom:
• Zoom phone controls:

• *6 – Toggle mute/unmute
• *9 – Raise hand

• Introduce yourself by stating your name and affiliation
• Keep questions under 2 minutes to allow time for others 

•  Type questions in the Q&A Box in Zoom:
• Please provide name and affiliation

• Please keep questions related to application attachment presented in 
workshop

40



Project Metrics Form 
(Attachment 09)

41



Project Metrics: Baseline Impact Metrics

• Identifies performance metrics for the 
project

• Baseline (pre-project) outage metrics
• Number of outages
• SAIDI/SAIFI/CAIFI
• Origin of outage data

• Outage/metric type
• Baseline data for 5 years preceding the 

proposed project
• Expected data for 5 years following 

project implementation (i.e., 
performance targets)
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Project Metrics: Grid Infrastructure 
Hardening Metrics

• Information about project components
• Metric & type (if applicable)

• Miles of distribution line 
reconductored

• Total MWh capacity installed
• Number of monitoring devices 

installed
• Baseline value & goal value
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Project Metrics: Job Creation and 
Training Metrics

• Information about workforce 
development metrics

• Metrics
• Registered apprenticeships
• Partnership with union(s)
• Expected number of employees
• Existing CBAs/PLAs
• Hiring goals for local & 

disadvantaged workers
• Total number & number from priority 

communities
• Explanation

44



Project Metrics: Community 
Engagement Activities & Events

Community Engagement Activities
• Information about planned community 

engagement activities
• Activity metrics

• Community Benefits Agreement
• CBO involvement
• Support letters
• Citizen Advisory Committee

• Targeted outcomes

Community Engagement Events
• Event metrics

• Event details
• Type & degree of engagement
• Number of attendees
• Event description

45



Live Demonstration: Project Metrics 
Form

46

CERRI Grant Funding Opportunity Webpage

https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2025-05/gfo-23-312r2-round-2-community-energy-reliability-and-resilience-investment


Project Metrics: Questions & Answers

• Use the raise hand feature in Zoom:
• Zoom phone controls:

• *6 – Toggle mute/unmute
• *9 – Raise hand

• Introduce yourself by stating your name and affiliation
• Keep questions under 2 minutes to allow time for others 

•  Type questions in the Q&A Box in Zoom:
• Please provide name and affiliation

• Please keep questions related to application attachment presented in 
workshop
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Application Support &  
Resources
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Application Technical Assistance

‘Soft’ Technical Assistance (TA): Review of proposed project activities, application 
submission completeness and compliance, and opportunities to ask questions on a 
first-come, first-served basis

Support Provided:
• Review application for completeness and compliance with project requirements
• Review eligibility of proposed project activities
• Provide clarification on whether proposed project costs can be funded by 

CERRI or match funds
• Assisting applicants in identifying necessary federal forms, waivers, and 

documents 

How to Request Assistance:
• Contact CERRI@energy.ca.gov during application period
• Include the name of a primary contact and a brief description of the assistance 

required
49

mailto:CERRI@energy.ca.gov


Key Dates for Application Support

Activity Date **

Anticipated Distribution of Q&A Set 1 Week of June 16, 2025 

Deadline to Submit Questions for 2nd Q&A Period July 18, 2025 

Anticipated Distribution of Q&A Set 2 Week of July 28, 2025 

Deadline for Technical Assistance Requests August 1, 2025  5:00 
p.m.

Deadlines for Administrative Support & ECAMS Support 
Requests 

August 29, 2025 5:00 
p.m.

Deadline to Submit Applications August 29, 2025 11:59 
p.m.

50

** Pacific Standard Time or Pacific Daylight Time, whichever is being observed.



General Questions & Answers

• Use the raise hand feature in Zoom:
• Zoom phone controls:

• *6 – Toggle mute/unmute
• *9 – Raise hand

• Introduce yourself by stating your name and affiliation
• Keep questions under 2 minutes to allow time for others 

•  Type questions in the Q&A Box in Zoom:
• Please provide name and affiliation

• Please keep questions related to application attachment presented in 
workshop

51



Application Support & Resources 
Application Submission Support: 
• Questions only related to submission of applications in the ECAMS system may be submitted to 

ECAMS.SalesforceSupport@energy.ca.gov before August 29, 2025 at 5:00 p.m. PT. 
• ECAMS Resources Webpage: https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-

resources/ecams-resources
Administrative Support
• For administrative questions not related to the ECAMS system, please contact the Commission 

Agreement Officer (CAO) Laura Williams at:  laura.williams@energy.ca.gov
CERRI Program
• Webpage: https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/community-energy-reliability-

and-resilience-investment-cerri-program  
• GFO Webpage: https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2025-05/gfo-23-312r2-round-2-community-

energy-reliability-and-resilience-investment. 
• Docket: 22-ERDD-01 https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/Lists/DocketLog.aspx?docketnumber=22-ERDD-

01 
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mailto:ECAMS.SalesforceSupport@energy.ca.gov
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Stay Up to Date!

• Visit the CERRI Program webpage at: 
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-
topics/programs/community-energy-
reliability-and-resilience-investment-cerri-
program

• Please subscribe to the “Community 
Energy Reliability and Resilience 
Investment (CERRI) Program” 
subscription list to keep up to date! 

• Important updates are distributed via 
email and posted to the CERRI Program 
docket (22-ERDD-01).
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Workshop Feedback Survey
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Take our Survey!

https://s.zoom.us/m/bPFinGYST


Thank You!
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