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Opposition to Proposed Compass Energy Storage Project
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- opposition io the proposed batisry ensrgy storage (BESS) facliity. The project
applicant, Compass Energy Storage LLC, is proposing to construct, own, and operate an
. approximately 250-megawatt BESS faciiiy on-a 13-acre project alte aiong the northern
_ portion of the Cily of 8un Juan Capistrano immexdiaiely adjacent to the eastermn horder of
" Laguna Niguel The project site, which ls lase then 1,500 fest from several residential
nelghborhoods in Laguna Niguel, 8 confined within a designated genemal open spacs
hiliside surrounded by native plants and significant vegetation, brush, and two
recreational nature trails. This close proximity to residential areas heightens the potential
risk to the communily. Our community has organized mestings, hosted a meeting to view
the proposed site with govemment officials from the County of Orange, Laguna Niguel,
and 8an Juan Capisirano, received television news coverage, started submitiing letiers
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The proposed locafion of Compass Energy Storage’s project site poses significant and
immediate wildfire rieks. The BESS facility would be composed of ithium-iron phoaphate
bateries, which can be Incredibly dangerous if they overheat, causing the baftery to catch
fire. Lithium batiery fires bum hotter and faster than other fires and cannot be easlly
extinguishad. Lithium batteries can reignite twenty-one (21) days afier extinguishing the
fire, prasenting a long-lasting and-pevelstent threat. Should the lithlum batieries ovarhsat
and catoh fire, the proposed project site’s natural .vegetation, steep terrain and
surrounding landscape pose a significant and immediate fire threat.

inthe past ten years, there have been iweniy-three (23) wildfires within a five-mile radius
of the proposed project site. Given the nature of lithium battery fires, firefighters are forced
o feioe @ contedwnent approach. Should a fire break containment, all nearby homes and
businessee would be in immediste fire dangar. The imminent fire risk posed by the BESS
facliity threafens residents’ safely and firther axacerbates the state’s homeowner's
insurance crisis, making it even more difficult for residents to obiain adequate
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wignificant environmental and public heaith Hake. Lithiom batieries emit-foxic geses within

saconds of igniting, leading to sir poliution and public health riske. Any fire, regardiese of
sizs generaiee a significant risk for our first responders’ health should this project be
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Sheuld firet responders quickly extinguish a lithium battery firs, they would be exposed to
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not. readily extinguished, the toxic gases emitted would generats a significant public
health risk for the sumounding communities. Any watsr or fire extinguishing compounds
used-to combat the fire will become easily contaminated with heavy metais and absorbed

project's close proximity to the Oso and Amoyo Cresk watsrbed further esacerbates
potentlal water quality issues, contaminating the San Juan Creek Watershed, which flows
to the Pacific Ocean just miles away. :
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Energy Storage's proposed projact. The health and safety of California residents should
unequivocally prioritize public safety and community quality of life.

Sincarsly,






