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California Energy Commission 
Business Meeting Agenda 

June 11, 2025 
11:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

In-person at: 
California Natural Resources Building 
715 P Street, First Floor Auditorium 

Sacramento, CA 95814 
(Wheelchair Accessible) 

 
Remote Access via ZoomTM 

https://zoom.us/ Meeting ID: 863 3538 9460 Passcode: energy 

Remote participation instructions are below, after the agenda items. 

The California Energy Commission (CEC) aims to begin the business meeting promptly 
at the start time, and the end time is an estimate based on the agenda. The meeting 
may end sooner or later than the time indicated depending on various factors. 
Commissioners may attend remotely in accordance with Government Code section 
11123.2(j). Agenda items may be taken out of order as needed. 

Pursuant to the California Code of Regulations (CCR), title 20, section 1104(e), any 
person may make an oral comment on any agenda item. To ensure the orderly conduct 
of business, such comments will be limited to two minutes or less per person. 

Please visit the CEC Business Meeting web page for more information and backup 
materials for all voting items at https://www.energy.ca.gov/proceedings/business-
meetings. 

THE CEC WILL CONSIDER AND MAY TAKE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING:  

1. Public Comment. 

Any person wishing to comment on information items (non-voting items) shall 
provide comments during this period. 

2. Agency Announcements. 

The Chair may announce relevant matters to the public and the CEC, including 
agency updates, events, and other opportunities. Discussion may follow. 

https://zoom.us/
https://www.energy.ca.gov/proceedings/business-meetings
https://www.energy.ca.gov/proceedings/business-meetings
https://www.energy.ca.gov/proceedings/business-meetings
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3. Consent Calendar. 

Items will be taken up and voted on as a group. A commissioner may request that an 
item be moved and discussed later in the meeting. 

a. Ticket Distribution Policy. Proposed resolution adopting a ticket distribution policy 
in accordance with CCR, title 2, section 18944.1. This policy establishes a fair 
and equitable process for the internal distribution of complimentary tickets to 
events related to the CEC’s public purposes. Contact: Lisa DeCarlo 

b. Local Ordinances for the County of San Mateo and the City of Santa Cruz. 
Proposed resolutions finding the applications submitted by the County of San 
Mateo and the City of Santa Cruz meet the requirements of Public Resources 
Code section 25402.1(h)(2) and section 10-106 of the 2022 Energy Code. 
Pursuant to these requirements, the CEC finds the local ordinances are 
estimated to save more energy than the 2022 Energy Code, and the 
corresponding county and city have adopted a determination that the local 
ordinances are cost-effective at a public meeting. Contact: Anushka Raut 

i. County of San Mateo: The local ordinance introduces additional electric 
readiness requirements beyond the 2022 Energy Code for newly constructed 
buildings; heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) hot water 
temperature requirements for nonresidential buildings; and source energy 
compliance margins for all newly constructed buildings by building types.  

ii. City of Santa Cruz: The local ordinance introduces additional energy 
efficiency measures beyond the 2022 Energy Code for existing single-family 
major additions, alterations, or combined projects greater than 350 square 
feet. Homeowners can choose from a menu of energy efficiency measures to 
achieve applicable target energy scores for their homes. 

c. 2025 Energy Code Solar Photovoltaic (PV) and Battery Energy Storage System 
Cost-Effectiveness Determination for Trinity Public Utilities District. Proposed 
order determining that the 2025 Energy Code solar PV and battery energy 
storage system requirements in sections 140.10, 150.1(c)14, and 170.2(f) & (g) 
for newly constructed residential and nonresidential buildings shall not apply in 
Trinity Public Utilities District’s service areas, and adopting staff’s 
recommendation that this action is exempt from the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA). Pursuant to CCR, title 24, part 1, section 10-109(k), if certain 
public agency rules change the CEC’s cost effectiveness conclusions, the CEC 
may determine the solar PV and battery energy storage system requirements do 
not apply. California Public Resources Code section 25402(a)1 requires local 
jurisdictions to enforce the Energy Code unless the CEC determines certain 
provisions do not apply. Contact: Sahar Daemi 

d. NV5, Inc. Proposed resolution approving agreement 700-24-005 with NV5, Inc. 
for a $0 five-year contract to provide delegate chief building official services for 
the Siting, Transmission, and Environmental Protection (STEP) Division’s Opt-in 
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Certification Program, including compliance oversight for construction and 
modification of future projects throughout the state related to the Opt-In 
Certification Program. NV5, Inc. will be reimbursed through a separate 
agreement with the identified project owner. (No Funding) Contact: Jack Bastida 

e. TRB and Associates. Proposed resolution approving agreement 700-24-003 with 
TRB and Associates for a $0 five-year contract to provide delegate chief building 
official services for the STEP Division’s Opt-in Certification Program, including 
compliance oversight for construction and modification of future projects 
throughout the state related to the Opt-In Certification Program. TRB and 
Associates will be reimbursed through a separate agreement with the identified 
project owner. (No Funding) Contact: Jack Bastida 

f. West Coast Code Consultants, Inc. Proposed resolution approving agreement 
700-24-004 with West Coast Code Consultants, Inc. for a $0 five-year contract to 
provide delegate chief building official services for the STEP Division’s Opt-in 
Certification Program, including compliance oversight for construction and 
modification of future projects throughout the state related to the Opt-In 
Certification Program. West Coast Code Consultants, Inc. will be reimbursed 
through a separate agreement with the identified project owner. (No Funding) 
Contact: Jack Bastida 

g. Aspen Environmental Group. Proposed resolution approving amendment 3 to 
Contract 700-22-005 with Aspen Environmental Group to increase the 
agreement’s budget by $3,000,000 to support evaluation of applications under 
the Opt-In Certification Program. (EFLCF Funding) Contact: Hilarie Anderson 

h. University Enterprises, Inc. Proposed resolution approving agreement 150-24-
001 with University Enterprises, Inc. for a $675,000 contract to purchase and test 
appliances to determine compliance with CCR title 20 energy efficiency 
standards. The Appliance Efficiency Regulations require the CEC to periodically 
test appliances sold in California to determine compliance with reported 
efficiency performance, marking, and design standards. Testing results will be 
used to support enforcement actions and general data collection purposes. 
(AEES and COIA Funding) Contact: Amanda Harris 

i. American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy (ACEEE). Proposed 
resolution approving agreement 300-24-003 with ACEEE, for a $25,000 co-
sponsorship of the ACEEE 2025 Summer Study on Energy Efficiency in Industry, 
taking place on July 16-18, 2025, in Charlotte, North Carolina. The event will 
focus on achievable action plans for decarbonization, and CEC staff will 
participate in discussions on federal policy developments for various 
stakeholders such as states and regional organizations. The proposed 
agreement will also allow ACEEE’s use of the CEC logo in co-sponsorship 
advertisements. (ERPA Funding) Contact: Darren Lee 

j. County of Alameda. Proposed resolution approving agreement ARV-24-024 with 
County of Alameda for a $3,687,500 grant, and adopting staff’s recommendation 
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that this action is exempt from CEQA. This project will install at least 192 Level 2 
electric vehicle (EV) charging ports and at least 12 direct current fast charging 
(DCFC) EV charging ports across approximately eight county-owned sites, that 
will power fleet vehicles for 13 county agencies, departments, and offices. (Clean 
Transportation Program Funding) Contact: Jeff Fletcher 

k. Rhombus Energy Solutions, Inc. Proposed resolution approving amendment 3 to 
agreement ARV-21-015 for a novation to change the grant recipient from 
Rhombus Energy Solutions, Inc. to Smartville, Inc., extend the agreement term 
by five months, add special terms and conditions for agreement term past the 
liquidation date, reduce match share by $45,670, modify some technical 
specifications within the Scope of Work (SOW), change the demonstration site to 
City of Oceanside, and adopting staff’s recommendation that this action is 
exempt from CEQA. (Clean Transportation Program Funding) Contact: Tiffany 
Hoang 

l. City of Oakland. Proposed resolution approving agreement ARV-24-023 with City 
of Oakland for a $2,300,000 grant, and adopting staff's recommendation that this 
action is exempt from CEQA. This project will install at least 88 Level 2 EV 
charging ports and at least 12 DCFC EV charging ports across approximately 
five sites that will power fleet vehicles for three targeted departments and offices. 
(Clean Transportation Program Funding) Contact: Jeff Fletcher  

m. FreeWire Technologies, Inc. Proposed resolution approving amendment 2 for 
Agreement EPC-20-022 for a novation to change grant recipient from FreeWire 
Technologies, Inc. to OptiGrid LLC, to extend the term by three years, modify 
some technical specifications within the SOW, change the location of the 
demonstration sites from two public light-duty EV charging sites to one site at a 
warehouse for a fleet of class 8 electric vehicles (heavy-duty electric trucks), and 
adopting staff’s recommendation that this action is exempt from CEQA. (EPIC 
Funding) Contact: Phillip Healy 

n. The Regents of the University of California, on behalf of the Davis Campus. 
Proposed resolution approving agreement 600-24-008 with the Regents of the 
University of California, on behalf of the Davis Campus, for a $10,000 
sponsorship contract to support the biennial Asilomar Conference that will 
address the challenges of planning for and building resilient transportation 
systems. (Clean Transportation Program Funding) Contact: Diana Grady 

4. Opt-In Certification: Darden Clean Energy Project (Docket 23-OPT-02). 
Proposed order finding that the requirements of Chapter 6.2 of Division 15, of the 
Public Resources Code are met and that the CEC Updated Staff Assessment, which 
includes the Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR), was prepared in compliance 
with CEQA, the CEQA Guidelines, the Warren-Alquist Act, and the CEC’s siting 
regulations; and adopting the Executive Director’s recommendation to certify the EIR 
and issue a certificate for the construction and operation of the facility. The Darden 
Clean Energy Project proposes to construct and operate a 1,150-megawatt (MW) 
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solar PV facility, an up to 4,600 MW-hour battery energy storage system, a 34.5-500 
kilovolt (kV) substation, and 15-mile, 500 kV generation-intertie line on 
approximately 9,500 acres in unincorporated Fresno County, near the community of 
Cantua Creek. The applicant would also construct a 500 kV switchyard to be 
purchased and operated by the Pacific Gas and Electric Company. Contact: Lisa 
Worrall (Staff Presentation: 10 minutes) 

5. Energy Conservation Manual for the 2025 Energy Code. 
Proposed resolution certifying the Energy Conservation Manual for the 2025 Energy 
Code as required by California Public Resources Code section 25402.1(e), and 
adopting staff’s recommendation that this action is exempt from CEQA. The Energy 
Conservation Manual includes: The 2025 Single-family Residential Alternative 
Calculation Method and 2025 Nonresidential and Multifamily Alternative Calculation 
Method Reference Manuals, which provide modeling descriptions used to 
demonstrate compliance with the 2025 Energy Code through the performance 
compliance pathway; the 2025 Single-family Residential, 2025 Nonresidential, and 
2025 Multifamily Compliance Manuals; the 2025 Data Registry Requirements 
Manual, for the design and implementation of software and user interface features 
for data registries; and the 2025 Energy Code compliance documents to record 
compliance with the 2025 Energy Code. Contact: Haile Bucaneg (Staff Presentation: 
5 minutes) 

6. 2025 California Building Energy Code Compliance (CBECC) Software (CBECC 
2025.1.0 and CBECC-Res 2025.1.0). 
Proposed resolution approving the public domain 2025 CBECC Software (CBECC 
2025.1.0 and CBECC-Res 2025.1.0), as required by Public Resources Code section 
25402.1(a), and adopting staff’s recommendation that this action is exempt from 
CEQA. CBECC and CBECC-Res have been updated, as described in the 2025 
Alternative Calculation Method Reference Manuals, and will enable designers, 
builders, and contractors to demonstrate performance compliance with the 
residential, nonresidential, and multifamily regulations in the 2025 Energy Code. 
Contact: RJ Wichert (Staff Presentation: 5 minutes) 

7. Cal Poly Humboldt Sponsored Programs Foundation. 
Proposed resolution approving agreement EPC-24-053 with Cal Poly Humboldt 
Sponsored Programs Foundation for a $5,000,000 grant to fund the design and 
construction of a system of nested microgrids, and adopting staff's recommendation 
that this action is exempt from CEQA. This project will expand on the existing 
microgrid at the Blue Lake Rancheria and reduce costs, improve reliability, and 
demonstrate advanced protection and control strategies that can inform innovative 
approaches to resilient decarbonization of distribution circuits. (EPIC Funding) 
Contact: Sean Anayah (Staff Presentation: 10 minutes) 
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8. Pilot Travel Centers LLC. 
Proposed resolution approving agreement ZVI-24-010 with Pilot Travel Centers LLC 
for a $10,000,000 grant, and adopting staff’s recommendation that this action is 
exempt from CEQA. This project will install six 700 bar hydrogen dispensers and two 
25,000-gallon liquid hydrogen storage tanks across two corridor sites in Lodi and 
Ripon to provide publicly available refueling for medium- and heavy-duty zero-
emission vehicles along Interstate 5 and State Route 99. This project will also 
support workforce development in adjacent communities. (General Fund and Clean 
Transportation Program Funding) Contact: Kristi Villareal (Staff Presentation: 5 
minutes) 

9. Lead Commissioner and Presiding Member Reports. 
Lead commissioners on policy matters and presiding members on delegated 
committees may report to the CEC on relevant matters and discussion may follow. 

10. Executive Director’s Report. 
11. Public Advisor's Report. 
12. Chief Counsel's Report. 

a. Pursuant to Government Code section 11126(a)(1), the CEC may adjourn to 
closed session with its legal counsel to consider the appointment, employment, 
evaluation of performance, or dismissal of a public employee or to hear 
complaints or charges brought against that employee by another person or 
employee. 

b. Pursuant to Government Code section 11126(e)(1), the CEC may adjourn to 
closed session with its legal counsel to discuss the following pending litigation: 

i. Shasta County and Pit River Tribe, et al. vs. California Energy Commission 
(Shasta County Superior Court, Case No. 23CV-0203737). 

ii. California Fuels and Convenience Alliance v. California Energy Commission, 
et al. (Sacramento Superior Court, Case No. 24WM000058). 

iii. Interlink Products International, Inc., v. California Energy Commission 
(Sacramento County Superior Court, Case No. 25WM000001) 

c. Pursuant to Government Code section 11126(c)(3), Commissioners may adjourn 
to closed session to deliberate on a decision to be reached in the following 
proceedings the state body is required by law to conduct: 

i. Morton Bay Geothermal Project, Docket 23-AFC-01 

ii. Elmore North Geothermal Project, Docket 23-AFC-02 

iii. Black Rock Geothermal Project, Docket 23-AFC-03 

d. Pursuant to Government Code section11126(e), the CEC may also discuss any 
judicial or administrative proceeding that was formally initiated after this agenda 
was published; or determine whether facts and circumstances exist that warrant 
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the initiation of litigation, or that constitute a significant exposure to litigation 
against the CEC, which might include personnel matters. 

 

 

In-Person Instructions 

Visitors to the California Natural Resources Agency building attending the business 
meeting held in the first-floor auditorium should proceed directly to the auditorium and 
do not need to sign in at the lobby security desk. Please note that visitors are solely 
permitted in the auditorium, restrooms, and cafeteria without a visitor badge or staff 
escort. 

Remote Access Instructions 

Remote access is available by either internet or call-in options. 

Zoom: Click the link below to participate and provide public comment via Zoom. 
https://energy.zoom.us/j/86335389460?pwd=eZEFS8zaJo7uiWUttUAypBQVeuqUdA.1 
Zoom may also be accessed at https://zoom.us/join. To join, enter the meeting ID 863 
3538 9460 and the password energy. To participate by phone, dial (669) 900-6833 or 
toll free at (888) 475-4499 and enter meeting ID 863 3538 9460. For Zoom technical 
support dial (888) 799-9666 ext. 2 or contact the CEC’s Public Advisor for help at 
publicadvisor@energy.ca.gov and (916) 957-7910.  

If you are experiencing difficulties accessing the business meeting using the link or call-
in information appearing above, please visit the business meeting event page for this 
meeting at https://www.energy.ca.gov/proceedings/business-meetings for the most up-
to-date information or contact the CEC’s Public Advisor using the contact information 
above for further assistance.  

Public comments are welcomed at the business meeting during announced times. 
Comments may be limited to two minutes or less per speaker and one speaker per 
entity depending on the proposed agenda and number of commenters.  

If participating via Zoom’s online platform, use the “raise hand” feature to 
indicate you would like to make a comment. The Public Advisor will open your line to 
speak. Please restate and spell your name for the record, indicate any affiliation, and 
begin your comments.  

If participating by telephone, press *9 to “raise your hand” and *6 to 
mute/unmute. The Public Advisor will announce the last three digits of the phone 
number listed and open your line. Make sure to unmute your phone before speaking, 
restate and spell your name for the record, indicate any affiliation, and begin your 
comments.  

https://energy.zoom.us/j/86335389460?pwd=eZEFS8zaJo7uiWUttUAypBQVeuqUdA.1
https://zoom.us/join
https://www.energy.ca.gov/proceedings/business-meetings
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Zoom’s closed captioning service will be enabled for the CEC business meetings. 
Attendees can use the service by clicking on the “live transcript” CC icon and then 
choosing either “show subtitle” or “view full transcript.” The closed captioning service 
can be stopped by exiting the “live transcript” or selecting the “hide subtitle” icon. If 
using a phone, closed captioning is automatic and cannot be turned off. While closed 
captioning is available in real-time, it can include errors. A full and formal transcript 
rendered by a professional court reporter will be docketed in the CEC business meeting 
docket.  

Public Advisor Assistance. Direct questions about how to participate in the business 
meeting or requests for interpreting services or other reasonable modifications and 
accommodations to the Public Advisor at publicadvisor@energy.ca.gov or by phone at 
(916) 957-7910. Requests for interpreting services, reasonable accommodations, and 
other modifications should be made as soon as possible and at least five days in 
advance. The CEC will work diligently to meet all requests based on the availability. 
Additionally, the Public Advisor may upon the request of public participants who may be 
absent when a matter of interest to them is being considered, neutrally read their 
comments into the record during the public comment period. If you are interested in this 
service, please email concise comments before the start of the business meeting to the 
Public Advisor. Comments submitted after the business meeting starts or that cannot be 
read within a two-minute timeframe will be filed in the business meeting docket.  

Direct media inquiries to (916) 654-4989 or mediaoffice@energy.ca.gov.  

Subscribe to Electronic Mail Lists at https://www.energy.ca.gov/proceedings/business-
meetings to have the business meeting agenda emailed to you. Enter your contact 
information under “Subscribe.”  

Adjournment. Depending on time and the orderly management of proceedings, the 
CEC may adjourn, recess, or postpone any noticed hearing or meeting to be continued 
the next day, another specific date or time, or the next business meeting. Any such 
adjournment will be noticed at the time the order of adjournment is made. (Government 
Code sections 11128.5, 11129) 

mailto:publicadvisor@energy.ca.gov
mailto:mediaoffice@energy.ca.gov
https://www.energy.ca.gov/proceedings/business-meetings
https://www.energy.ca.gov/proceedings/business-meetings
https://www.energy.ca.gov/proceedings/business-meetings
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